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by Harris Risell
 Montgazette Editor

 Here we are, in the face of 
that feeling one has when a person 
witnesses the change from season 
to season, when he notices his 
shirts are too small now, or when 
she learns that partying is a sport 
best saved for the rich and the 
careless, when the professor 
finally finds time to see friends 
and read for pleasure, when the 
nontraditional and recreational 
students alike feel their curiosity 
for ideas is renewing, or when 
the father sees his child walk for 
the first time, either in its diaper 
or its graduation ceremony gown; 
indeed, whether we are leaving 
or remaining, there is a sense of 
progression circling through the 
air now, at the college and in our 
lives. 

 As you experience your own 
changes, grab a copy of The 
Montgazette and read about some 
of the ones happening on and 
around the campus! On the pages 
of this issue you will find Tim 
Balch’s explanation of the plans 
for renovations on the college’s 
Physical Education building, 
Andre Wilson III’s introduction 
of the new Student Engineering 
Association, and Christian 
Morrison’s overview of the 
opportunities available to students  
who wish to transfer.
 This issue marks the end of 
another long, challenging, and 
happy effort to bring together 
news pieces and photos. Do not 
fret if you will miss the paper this 
summer, though: this coming fall 
semester will include the next 
installment of The Montgazette. 
Until then, take care and stay safe! 

Advertise

If you would like to advertise in The Montgazette, please contact 
dvandyke@mc3.edu or visit montgazette.wordpress.com for perti-
nent information.

All clubs chartered through the Office of Student Leadership and 
Involvement may advertise in The Montgazette free of charge.

WANTED!
Student Journalists

Report on a wide range of content:
 • news
 • sports
 • arts
 •  entertainment
 • music
 • community events
 • ...and more!

Let Your Voice Be Heard!

The Montgazette is looking for Central & West Campus writers.

For more information, email Amanda Dioszeghy at dioszegac@gmail.com

Student Editors & Journalists

montgazette@gmail.com

On the cover: Approximately 1,500 students 
graduated from Montgomery County 
Community College on May 15, 2014.
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by Alistair McDonald
Special to The Montgazette

 Attention women at Montgomery County 
Community College: Have you ever wondered about 
the times when women were treated less fairly 
than men? When they didn’t even have the right to 
vote or get paid the same in the work place? Well, 
March is Women’s History month at the National 
Constitutional Center, 525 Arch St., Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania 19106, where some of the most 
influential women throughout American history are 
discussed and shown in the building’s state-of-the-art 
exhibit. People such as Susan B. Anthony, Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, and Sandra Day O’Connor, who 
were all great figures in the women’s movement for 
equality, are highlighted.
 The Women’s History exhibit has been running 
for the entire month of March. They have had 
programs and special events, including one that 
decoded the lyrics of “Bad Romance” in relation to 
women’s suffrage. The program dissects the lyrics 

of Lady Gaga’s famous song and discusses how 
the lyrics actually talk about the women’s suffrage 
movement. There were also films and other displays 
of some of the most powerful and influential women 
throughout American history. 
 One woman, however, who was one of the 
most prominent figures in the Women’s Rights 
movement was Susan B. Anthony. Anthony was 
born on February 15, 1820 to a Quaker family in the 
northwestern corner of Massachusetts. Anthony 
was raised to be independent and outspoken. Her 
parents, like many Quakers, believed that men and 
women should study, live and work as equals and 
should commit themselves equally to the eradication 
of cruelty and injustice in the world. 
 Her first start of activism was in 1853 when she 
began to campaign for the expansion of married 
women’s property rights. In 1856, she joined the 
American Anti-Slavery Society, delivering abolitionist 
lectures and speeches across New York State. She 
realized later throughout her career that she could 
try to change the voting system in America to have 

women have the right to vote, and she is one of the 
first reasons why this law was later passed. 
 Another big figure in the Women’s Rights 
movement that was displayed at this exhibit was the 
first woman to serve in the Supreme Court: Sandra 
Day O’Connor. O’Connor was born in El Paso, Texas, 
in March of 1930. She graduated from law school at 
Stanford University in 1950 with a bachelor’s degree 
in Economics. She started her career as a lawyer but 
slowly moved her way toward becoming judge of her 
county. Later during the presidency of Ronald Regan, 
he asked O’Connor to join the Supreme Court, and 
she was voted in unanimously and became the first 
women to be in the Supreme Court. “Now ‘We the 
people’ finally includes women as well,” says 24-year-
old tour guide Kevin Lawrence from the Philadelphia 
area. “Now there are finally women in [the] Supreme 
Court that can help protect women’s rights in the 
work place, at school, and society as a whole” he said. 
 For more information about the National 
Constitution Center and current displays, visit 
constitutioncenter.org.

National Constitutional Center Highlights Women’s History and More

Natalie Augustine
Major at MCCC:  Psychology

Transfer School:  Pennsylvania State University

Prospective Career:  Psychologist

Clubs/Activities at MCCC:  Phi Theta Kappa

Are there any clubs, activities, or courses you wish you could have 
participated in or taken while at MCCC? A bunch of people told me I 
should have joined the Adventure Club. I didn’t. I should have joined a club 
in general, I should say. I did not join any clubs because, between working 
and trying to maintain a relatively high GPA so I could transfer, I really did 
not have a lot of time for extracurricular [activities]. As for a course, I think 
I should have taken a Theater course. I took some Art courses like Drawing 
and Ceramics, but I think Theater would have been a lot of fun. 

Graduate Profile

 by Harris Risell
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Tom Kolsky and 
“Issues and Insights”

by Mark Brennan
Special to The Montgazette

 After serving as the host of “Issues and 
Insights,” a panel and discussion series, for almost 
30 years at Montgomery County Community 
College, Dr. Thomas A. Kolsky is now giving up 
his post and passing the torch. 
 “What motivated me to do the show ‘Issues 
and Insights’ has been basically my interest in 
raising public awareness of a whole variety of 
social, political, and cultural issues that affect 
this country,” says Kolsky on the night of the last 
show of “Issues and Insights.”
 A History and Political Science Professor, 
Kolsky was educated at Rutgers University, 
University of Hawaii, University of Pennsylvania, 
and George Washington University, the last of 
these earning him his PhD. He has been teaching 
in the Political Science and History realms since 
1971 at Montgomery County Community College. 
Kolsky was born in the Soviet Union Russia, and 
lived in several places like Czechoslovakia and 
Israel. 
 “I’ll never forget these lectures,” said a 
passerby as he smiles at Kolsky at the last of 
“Issues and Insights.”
 What is also quite remarkable about Kolsky 
is that he not only made a name for himself as a 
teacher, but it seems as a comedian, as well. He is 
said to constantly surrounding himself and spread 
his humor wherever he goes, being as interested 
in it as the subjects that he teaches. 
 According to the Montgomery County 
Community College faculty page of Kolsky, 
“Over the last 15 years he lectured extensively 
on politics, Middle Eastern and Jewish history, 
as well as on humor.  He was deeply influenced 
by observing life’s absurdities as he grew up in 
Czechoslovakia, Israel, and the United States.” 
 Kolsky is also something of a political 
caricaturist, one might say, exploring yet another 
outlet for his humor.
 However, it is not all fun and games for 
Kolsky. “The discussions in the show have 
led to a great deal of awareness. They brought 
participation by the community and in some 

cases even raised controversy at one point I was 
attacked for being biased and the school had to 
defend me,” Kolsky said, with a smirk on his face. 
 Thankfully, everything he accomplished has 
not gone unnoticed. On a website called “Rate My 
Professors,” a blogging website where students all 
over the country can review and comment about 
certain teachers and their strengths, Kolsky has 
met much praise. Almost every comment has 
something great to say about Kolsky. 
 One comment dated November 2013 stated:  
“Took him for Political Science honors and he 
was surprisingly very nice and funny! Great at 
explaining material and will always give chances 
to improve your grade! Great guy!”
 “Issues and Insights” and its host Kolsky will 
be missed by the campus and local community.

Courtesy of Matt Carlin/MCCC Communications Dept .

History and Political Science Professor Dr. Thomas 
Kolsky hosted “Issues and Insights” for almost 30 
years.

Not on cam
pus?

Read the M
ontazette at: m

ontgazette.wordpress.com
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 For less than you think, you can

FINISH 
STRONG
at

PartTime.Villanova.edu

Our part-time  
programs are  
competitively priced. 
So you’ll be 
competitive, too.

Earn your bachelor’s degree with the support you need. At Peirce, everything we do is built around you.

For more information, visit www.peirce.edu/transfermc3

Work. Life. A Bachelor’s degree.
FACEBOOK.COM/PEIRCECOLLEGE     @PEIRCECOLLEGE  888.467.3472, ext. 9000

That’s why we offer up to  $3,000 in renewable scholarships
for eligible Montgomery County Community College associate degree graduates transferring to Peirce College.

And, ask about Peirce’s new Degree Completion Program that allows you to transfer up to 90 credits.

Earn a bachelor’s  
degree in:

•  Accounting
•  Business Administration
•  Healthcare Administration

•  Health Information Administration
•  Human Resource Management

•  Information Technology
•  Paralegal Studies

MontCo_CCAS_9.75x4.62.indd   1 10/9/13   1:41 PM

Not on cam
pus?

Read the M
ontazette at: m

ontgazette.wordpress.com
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Danielle Cole
Major at MCCC:  Early Childhood Education

Transfer School:  Temple University

Prospective Career:  Kindergarten Teacher

Clubs/Activities at MCCC: ACE Club, Rotaract Club (Co-President), SGA 
(Senator), and Habit for Humanity Club

What career or calling are you pursuing? Have you always wanted to work 
in that field? I am pursuing a teaching career. I want to be a kindergarten 
teacher. I have always known that I wanted to be a teacher because I love 
working with kids, and that is where I found my passion. I work with kids 
now: I like watching them grow from when they start school to when they 
end and to see how much they grew, their knowledge and how they grow 
as a person. Kids are very creative, so they have amazing imaginations. 
Seeing how they can solve a problem without anybody’s help is just 
amazing to watch.

Montco Gets a Facelift
by Tim Balch

Special to The Montgazette

 Everyone needs a makeover at some point 
or another. In this case, Montgomery County 
Community College is getting the “full monty.” 
In 2012, it was announced by the College that 
major renovations to the school’s West and 
Central campuses would begin, with a projected 
timeline that ended at 2022. This kind of structural 
expansion has been labeled to coincide with a 
“Master Plan” that encompasses the entire decade-
long renovation agenda. 
 The “Master Plan” for renovation has been 
made available on the College’s website for public 
viewership. The plan outlines in heavy detail a 
full itinerary of campus restructuring; not only 
regarding the buildings themselves, but the 
landscape and surrounding structures as well. 
 At the West Campus, the plan  proposes a 

redesign of pedestrian crossings, streetlight/
lamplight patterns, and extensive parking lot 
reassignment, all to further accommodate the rise 
in enrollment and overall student population. 
 The plan stresses the major differences 
between the college’s two main campuses, with 
Central Campus located in a more suburban 
locale and, West Campus located in a more urban 
setting. “According to the plan, the desire is to 
create a cohesive feel with the MCCC look and 
feel, therefore some elements such as lighting, 
graphics, wayfinding (signage) and furnishing 
may be shared between campuses.”
 One of the largest aspects of the school’s 
renovation program is the full remake and 
remodeling of the Physical Education building 
into a Health Sciences Center at Central Campus 
in Blue Bell. The older structure of the building 
is receiving a complete remodeling itinerary this 
year, which the school plans to get underway 

immediately. Teachers and coaches that operate 
primarily out of the Health Science building 
have their orders to move all of their classroom 
and office accoutrements to the neighboring 
class building this summer, before the Fall 2014 
semester begins. During this time, the building 
will gain larger classrooms, more spacious 
office spaces, and larger and more sophisticated 
athletic facilities. 
 Claire Kratz, a long-time Montco Health and 
Nutrition instructor, is more than happy to see 
renovations to her building take place. “I need a 
larger classroom,” she said. “There’s so many kids 
crammed into one room, no one even has room to 
move around.”
 Montgomery County Community College 
still has a lot of growing up to do, but that is not 
to say that the college hasn’t matured. The college 
launched its highly popular Culinary Arts program 
in March 2012.

Graduate Profile

by Harris Risell
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So You Want to be a Game Designer?
by Alexandra Dooley

Special to The Montgazette

 Few people have a chance to get 
their dream job, especially due to the 
current economy in America. One 
of the most sought after fields to get 
into is game design. Although it is a 
difficult to get into this area, it is not 
impossible. 
 In 2013, CNN created a list of the 
best jobs for that year, and among 
those, video game designer was in 
the 15th spot. CNN claimed that there 
were a total of 520,800 jobs in game 
design available in that year, and it 
was going to increase by 27.6 percent 
in the next 10 years. The average 
salary for a game designer is around 

$40,000; depending on where the 
person is working, it could be more.  
 Game design is a wonderful job 
for creative and artistic people. The 
job of a game designer is to create 
worlds to explore, tell stories, and set 
goals for the players to reach. It takes 
time, research, and money. A game 
designer typically sits at a desk and 
works on a computer all hours of the 
day, working on codes and creating 
prototypes and thinking about what 
kind of actions the player will take. It 
is a job that requires a keen eye for 
detail, patience, and a tolerance for 
heated caffeinated beverages.  
 With the rise of video games 
in 2014 as well as the Kickstarter 
website, the demand for game 

designers is definitely increasing. 
In the beginning of the year, 13 
new games were released for the 
PlayStation 3, with six more to be 
released later. Indie game developers 
have released their own games, being 
sponsored by Kickstarter. Some indie 
games include “Hyper Light Drifter,” 
“ROUNDABOUT,” and “Gods Will 
Be Watching.” Many consider those 
game designers who work with indie 
games to have more creative freedom 
than the ones who work with larger 
companies with popular game series.  
  The life of a game designer is a 
tough one at times, but they enjoy 
their work so much that the good 
outweighs the bad. According to 
one game designer, “It’s hard work 

but worth seeing people play what 
you worked so hard on . . . when you 
work on something, you just want to 
see it at its best.”
 Sometimes the games designers’ 
efforts do not work, and they never 
see their games make it into the 
market. There have been many games 
that have been pulled from stores or 
just never get finished due to the lack 
of funding. The life of a game designer 
is hard, but it is all worth it “to see 
your game being played.” 
 MCCC offers an electric 
game design program; for more 
information, please visit mc3.edu. 
MCCC offers an electric game design 
program; for more information, 
please visit mc3.edu.

Courtesy of MCCC Communications/Sandi Yanisko

MCCC’s 2014 Commencement ceremony was held at Central Campus in Blue Bell on May 15.



Page 8 June 2014T H E  M O N T GA Z E T T E

by Jeff Baker
Special to The Montgazette

 One of America’s abstract 
impressionists was told to “go home 
and wash dishes” when she was a 
young art student. Today her work 
is being celebrated along with works 
of other female artists. “Women and 
Biography” at the Woodmere Art 
Museum, 9201 Germantown Ave., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19118, 
explores the personal and public 
expressions of intimate family and 
partner relationships of women artists 
of Philadelphia with works spanning 
from the 1870s through 2013.
 The permanent collection and 
selected works by Quita Brodhead, 
Martha Mayer Erlebacher and Jessie 
Drew-Bear are the featured exhibits. 
As stated in the exhibit publication, 
“The idea was to select work from the 

collection that would shed light on 
the diverse voices of women artists 
featured in [the] three concurrent 
exhibitions.” The mission of the 
museum is to celebrate the art and 
artists of Philadelphia, and promote 
and educate the public about their 
work, according to Hildy Tow, Curator 
of Education. 
 On March 7, there was also a 
performance by The Arpeggio Jazz 
Ensemble, designed to enhance the 
exhibit. The ensemble played the 
works of Dinah Washington with 
singer Michal Beckham headlining 
the show. Warren Oree, producer 
of the museum’s Friday night jazz 
series, said he “wanted to highlight 
Dinah’s music” to give context to the 
art’s theme. 
 On concert night, the museum’s 
spacious, two-story atrium was filled 
with a diverse audience of music and art 

devotees, who were there to immerse 
themselves in visual and performance 
arts. A second-story, pristine white 
surround-balcony gallery looks down 
on the musicians and audience. 
 Quita Brodhead did not in fact 
leave the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts to wash dishes at home. 
Instead, she persevered inside the 
art world for the rest of her life, 
with work spanning some 80 years. 
Brodhead, and most other women 
artists of the time, remained on the 
periphery of the so-called New York 
School, where abstract expressionism 
became popular. Yet “[i]n the 1940s 
and 1950s, Brodhead developed large-
scale, abstract paintings that put her at 
the cutting-edge of artistic expression 
in the United States and Europe,” as 
stated on the museum’s web page 
about her exhibit.
 Brodhead was a woman who 

refused to bow to the male-dominant 
art world of her age, steadfastly 
holding to her vision for her life and 
her dedication to art. Her life and work 
can be viewed through the prism of 
the women of Montco, exemplifying 
an early, and successful, world of 
possibilities for female students here. 
She is a symbol of what is possible, 
despite glass ceilings. She  shows 
us the lasting value of integrity in 
staying the course of our vision and 
convictions.  
 Montco students and faculty may 
like to join the folks who regularly 
enjoy this venue as it is conveniently 
located and very affordable. But more 
importantly, it is a learning experience 
that can be casually enjoyed. 
 Tow says the women artists will be 
exhibited through October this year. 
More information is available on their 
website at woodmereartmuseum.org.

Woodmere Art Museum Features Women’s Art and Music 

Photo by Jeff Baker.

The Arpeggio Jazz Ensemble performs in the atrium gallery at the Woodmere 
Art Museum.

Courtesy of MCCC Communications/Sandi Yanisko

Commencement student speaker Michelle Sikora shares her experiences 
with the audience.
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Where can you learn about clubs you can join?
Of course. The Student Leadership Office.

Student Support and Referral Team 
(SSRT)

Connecting Students with College and Community Resources

SSRT is a free, confidential referral service available to all students. It involves 
a support team of counselors, faculty and staff who assist students dealing with 
issues such as emotional distress, stress, anxiety, eating disorders, abuse, 
depression, grief, potential violence and substance abuse. SSRT works to 
connect students with College and community resources and caring professionals. 

This is a FREE CONFIDENTIAL referral service
available to current students of the College.

Students may self refer by:
• Visiting Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Sending an email to SSRT at StudentReferral@mc3.edu 

• Include a brief description of situation, use College ID # (no name), 
and include a phone number to be contacted at.

• Emails received when the College is closed will be responded to on 
when the College reopens.

• Calling Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Speak to an SSRT members or counselor make an appoinment

This is not a hotline service. 
Emergencies and/or crisis situations dial 9-1-1
to get immediate assistance to your location.

Central Campus                                     
Student Success Center

College Hall                                            
215-641-6577                                         

West Campus
Student Success Center                        

South Hall 151
610-718-1906
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Dressed To Impress Without Any Stress
by Isis Kim

Special to The Montgazette

 When you flash a student ID, 
you have the opportunity to purchase 
name-brand merchandise, at 80 
percent its retail value, at Plato’s Closet 
in Montgomeryville. 
 Plato’s Closet is a high-end thrift 
store that receives a broad range of 
name-brand merchandise and sells 
it 70 percent cheaper than its retail 
value.  For the struggling college 
student, Plato’s Closet offers a 10 
percent discount on their purchase 
when they show a student ID every 
Wednesday. This means that students 
can keep up with the fashion trends, 
in an affordable way, without having to 
make any budget cuts.
 Every corner of the store is 
filled with some sort of fashion 
merchandise. The walls are covered 
with clothes, jewelry, purses, and 
shoes. Along the center of the store, 
there are racks labeled with some 
of today’s most popular store names 
such as Forever21, Hollister, Urban 
Outfitters, and Pink by Victoria 

Secret. In the men’s section, brand 
names such as Polo Ralph Lauren and 
North Face are hanging on display. 
 Most shoppers stay for more 
than an hour, patiently hunting for the 
perfect outfit. Students weave through 
each aisle, back and forth, to recheck 
the racks for anything they might have 
missed.  Some students focus on sifting 
through every piece on the rack with 
their headphones in, quietly inspecting 
each item. Cries of victory are heard 
throughout the store when a shopper 
finds something they personally 
consider a real bargain. Among the 
cries and chatter, first-time shoppers 
struggle not to knock over racks 
with the mountain of clothes they are 
straining to hold, as their arms grow 
farther apart.
 C.J. Johnson, owner of the 
Montgomeryville’s Plato’s Closet, 
wanted his store to cater to the 
struggling college student. “We 
understand students don’t have as much 
spending power as adults do. It makes 
it a lot more affordable for students 
to shop here. We’re all about being 
affordable, especially for students,” he 

said. Johnson is extremely proud of 
how his store has had such a positive 
impact on individuals. Besides college 
student discounts, he also offers high 
school student discounts and customer 
appreciation discounts since each 
Plato’s Closet is individually owned and 
does not offer the same promotions. 
 Assistant Manager, Lacey Taylor, 
is a huge supporter of what Johnson is 
offering to the public. She said it was a 
shame a lot of people don’t know about 
Plato’s Closet, because they could be 
saving their money. 
 As they flashed their IDs at the 
register, smiles spread across their 
faces. With their bargain finds in one 
hand and the receipt with their low 
grand total in the other, each shopper 
left the store proud of their victory. 

Photo by Isis Kim

A student searches through racks seeking out summer clothing deals.
Photo by Isis Kim

C.J. Johnson, owner, sift through merchandise brought in by a customer. 

Photo by Isis Kim

Victoria’s Secret is one of the many 
different name brands available at 
Plato’s Closet.
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Get involved 
with this year’s 

Student Challenge!
2014 Goals: $3,500 and 150 student participants.

• What is the Student Challenge?
The Student Challenge is a student-led effort 
to raise awareness about philanthropy and to 
support the MCCC Student Scholarship Fund.  
By getting involved and giving back, you are 
making a difference for future generations of 
MCCC students!

• When does the Student Challenge start?
The Student Challenge runs now through 
June 30.

• How can you learn more?
Contact Stephanie Wittig
at 215-461-1139
or swittig@mc3.edu.

Clubs on the Rise: The Student Engineering Association
by Andre Wilson III

Special to The Montgazette

 Many people go into college feeling alone 
and a bit afraid due to the fact that they may no 
longer be at a school with all of their friends. 
For that reason, many find themselves going 
to school events and joining clubs to meet 
people who have similar interests and goals in 
life. Montgomery County Community College 
offers a variety of clubs for students to join. 
New clubs are always popping up, some last 
and some don’t, but one particular club is on 
the rise right now. This club is known as the 
Student Engineering Association or the SEA.
 The SEA is a student club with a focus on 
engineering and the various ways in which all 
forms of engineering are used to help shape 
the world and solve its problems. The club is 
still in its building stage and is aiming to be 
completely up and running by the 2014 fall 
semester. However, anybody can join the club, 

and, if interested, you can join right now. Sign-
up sheets are available in the Engineering 
Department in the lower level of the Science 
building and the Student Leadership  office in 
the lower level of College Hall. 
 One of the greatest things about the Student 
Engineering Association is that anybody with 
the slightest interest in engineering can join. 
Therefore, you do not have to necessarily be an 
engineering major to be a part of the club. 
 “Anybody who has anything to offer can 
join. Anybody who can work collaboratively 
and efficiently could be of good use to the 
club,” says Coty Hines, secretary of the Student 
Engineering Association.
 Why is it important to be able to work 
collaboratively and efficiently? For one, the 
club has several group projects in the works for 
next semester right now. The biggest of those 
projects is the construction of an ultra-light 
vehicle that can run on fossil fuels. This ultra-
light vehicle will be the main focus of the club 

next semester, but that’s not the only reason you 
should join. The club offers creative freedom to 
all members, meaning that if any individual or 
group has an engineering task that they’d like 
to pursue, then they may do so. 
 However, the club’s focus is not just to 
construct and build things. The aim of the 
club is to get students ready to work in the real 
world. When asked why people should join, 
Secretary Coty Hines replied, “It is important 
to gain experience in the field you wish to 
work in, and you don’t have to wait until you’re 
employed in that field to start gaining that 
experience.” 
 Over the next couple of months the club 
will be doing a lot of recruiting both around 
campus and at local high schools.  They have 
several special events in the works, so keep an 
eye open for that. Alos, once a member of the 
SEA, you may still maintain your affiliation with 
the club even after you leave Montco. Come 
sign up today!
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After you’ve earned your Associate’s Degree, where 

do you want your next step to take you? With 

Chestnut Hill College, the answer might be “a more 

rewarding career.” And with scholarships just for 

transfer students averaging $11,700, transferring 

is easier than ever. 

Visit

www.chc.edu/susvisit
to register for one of our  

Transfer Days:

Tuesday, June 10 / 10 am

Tuesday, July 8 / 10 am

Tuesday, August 5 / 10 am

STAY ON PATH BY  
CHANGING DIRECTION. 

for more  
information,  
please call: 
215.248.7001

or e-mail: 
admissions@chc.edu

Chestnut Hill College is 

located less than 10 miles 

from Montgomery County 

Community College.

M
C

C
C
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What’s going on 
at MCCC?

It’s easy to find out!

Just visit the new 

Active Data Calendar 
View, subscribe, or download 
the events you’re interested in.

Visit calendar.mc3.edu or use your smartphone 
to scan the QR code:

by Mathias Stangl-Riehle
Special to The Montgazette

 Change is happening all the time. It is a reality we all face. However, 
human-induced climate change is a change that should not be happening all 
the time. Climate change can be slowed and, hopefully, prevented altogether. 
 Montgomery County Community College offers a course that not only 
goes in depth on the fundamentals of climate change but greenhouse gases 
and opportunities on how each and every one of us can help slow down the 
effects of climate change. The course, “Science of Climate Change,” is taught 
each fall at Montco’s West Campus by Professor Robert “Rob” Kuhlman. He 
says he believes that climate change is “probably the single most important 
science/technology topic faced by the next generation of humanity, on a 
global scale.”
 With this being said, the Science of Climate Change course is obviously 
an important one and should be considered by any student interested in 
science or in need of science credits. 
 In my opinion, this course should be taught at both campuses as well 
as during each semester. I believe it would be beneficial to offer the course 
at Central Campus. Students need to realize this course is extremely 
important and that climate change affects us all every day and will have an 
even bigger impact in the future. 
 For more information on the course visit http://mc3.edu/academics/
courses/1085-glg/7738-glg-125.

Change is Upon Us
Op-ED

Courtesy of MCCC Communications/Sandi Yanisko

Professor of Economics Lee Bender was one of the keynote speakers at 
commencement.
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The Internet:  Beneficial or Detrimental?
by Casey Rankowski 

Special to The Montgazette

 The Internet is quite a valuable 
resource for everyone to use. Provided 
that it is paid for, there is no limit to 
its use. When examined more closely 
there is the question, however, is 
it beneficial to one’s learning or is 
it detrimental to the health of the 
individual? This question has been 
asked on campus to various students 
and there have been mixed opinions. 
 The most common comment that 
several students have discusses is 
that the Internet is a detriment to our 
behavior. 
 One student, James Emmanuel 
Johnson III, feels that the Internet 
makes people lazy. Despite this, he 
still expresses that there is interesting 

trivia to be found and discovered. 
Johnson also believes the bright lights 
of our screens affect our behavior. 
 Having done further research, 
a study at Johns Hopkins University 
was conducted regarding constant 
viewing of these bright lights from our 
monitors at night time that has been 
linked with “causing symptoms found 
in depression, increasing stress levels, 
and reducing the brain’s ability to learn 
new information.” To help with this 
problem, it has been suggested and is 
recommended to install programs or 
applications that lower the amount and 
intensity of the blue light that comes 
from the screen. 
 One program in particular 
(f.lux) keeps the computer screen 
at a regular color and output until 
sunset. The program then dims the 

lighting output from the screen to 
allow for less strain on the eyes and 
encouraging sleep for the viewer 
rather than keeping them up. 
 According to Johns Hopkins 
Biology Professor Dr. Samer Hattar, 
“Get more bright light during the 
day and limit it at night. It is really 
actually quite simple. The discovery 
is quite interesting, but the remedy is 
quite simple.” 
 Student Zac Chelbi notes that the 
Internet can be a very resourceful place 
where a person can find anything you 
need with how vast it is. However, he 
feels that it makes people “sedentary.” 
 Research shows it makes the 
person not want to go out and because 
of this, their social skills suffer. It was 
also noted that sitting and staying on 
the Internet for a prolonged amount 

of time also results in back problems 
and should be avoided. Solutions for 
this suggest sitting in a proper sitting 
position and posture. Standing up 
and exercising every half hour is also 
highly recommended. 
 In the end, the Internet spouts a 
vast amount of information and potential 
to be enjoyed and used for educational 
reasons. Unfortunately however, too 
much of it can be harmful to the person 
if not used correctly. Of course, too 
much of anything is harmful, the smart 
decision is to use it wisely. 
 While it may sound obvious, it’s 
best to remember to keep a good 
posture while sitting to prevent back 
pains and to take breaks to exercise 
every half hour or so. With these in 
mind, browsing the Internet can be a 
healthier experience. 

Op-ED

Graduate Profile

 by Harris Risell

Md Sabbir Islam 
Major at MCCC:  Criminal Justice

Transfer School:  Pennsylvania State University

Prospective Career:  FBI or CIA agent

Clubs/Activities at MCCC: SGA (Secretary), Taekwondo Club (President), 
Rotaract Club, and Muslim Student Association (Treasurer).

Did you meet anyone at Montco with whom you will always be friends?  
Montco has been a second home to me. I have met some of my best friends 
here. The friends I have made here, in Student Government Association, 
during Alternative Spring Break trips, and in my classes I will never forget 
and [they] will always be important to me. I have made lifelong friends […] 
here, whether students or faculty. I know that no matter where I go in life, 
Benn Prybutok will always be there for me. He is the Director of Criminal 
Justice Studies, Fire Science & Emergency Management & Planning at 
Montgomery County Community College. Because of him, now I can see 
things differently in this world. He helped me to grow up broadly and 
taught me to never sell myself short. He also help[ed] me make decisions 
in my personal life.
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Devon Carrow
Major at MCCC:  Liberal Studies

Transfer School:  Drexel University (at MCCC)

Prospective Career: International relations work, diplomacy, or service 
work through Unicef 

Clubs/Activities at MCCC: Honors Program, Honors Club (Secretary), and 
International Club (Secretary).

Where do you see yourself in five years? I see myself in five years working 
for a non-profit or for the government. I want to travel a lot. I really want 
to do something that helps a lot of people. So, whether it is mission work 
or a non-profit that goes to different countries, focusing on health care or 
something that helps local communt[ies]. Hopefully, [I will] be married and 
have kids. This summer, I am interning with one of the Pennsylvania state 
representatives, so that will give me a key into the government. I would 
love to get my master’s degree as well.   

Graduate Profile

 by Harris Risell
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mc3.edu

50Years
Strong

More than 83% of Montgomery County Community College's students live in Montgomery County,
and their success positively impacts the local economy--their higher earnings and overall increased 

business output generates more than $362 million in additional regional income.

 Approximately 64% of our alumni are employed in the County and 95% work in Pennsylvania.
With more than 55,000 alumni, Montgomery County Community College is the community's college. 
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More than Flowers
by Stephen Richards

Special to The Montgazette
 
 Flowers, flowers 
everywhere, and why should 
anyone care about something 
like the Philadelphia Flower 
Show, especially a college 
student like you? The Flower 
Show is held in the beginning 
of March at the Philadelphia 
Convention Center every year. 
Not only is it full of pretty 
sights, it features hybrid cars, 
all natural electric companies, 
and, most importantly, 
pamphlets, brochures and 
people that tell students what 
they can do to help make our 
world a better place.
 Among the different 
exhibits, different colleges 
had their own jaw-dropping 
displays. Delaware Valley 
College displayed what 
nature meant to them in a 
prominent way: different 
elementary school students 
were asked to draw their 
answer to this question, and 
the results were incorporated 
into a display built by 
Delaware Valley College 
students. Ryan, a junior 
communications major, who 
was overseeing the display, 
described his feelings about 
the event. “The Flower Show 
is something we could all 
get behind; it’s something 
we knew promoted a great 
message, the message of 
helping our planet,” he said.
 Stepping into the 
Flower Show, the aroma 
was strong, with smells of 
roses, hyacinths, tulips, and 
lilies. The landscaping was 
exquisite, and there were “doll 
house” models of different 
pictures or paintings, made 

entirely from different plant 
materials such as moss, 
leaves, twigs, and seeds. 
Visitors could find anything 
from a dream catcher garden, 
to a mannequin of Marilyn 
Monroe wearing her dress 
from the “Seven Year Itch,” 
to red high-heeled shoes 
on white stairs. Beside 
the flowers and landscape 
exhibits, there were kiosks 
filled with all the food you 
could eat, game shows on 
who could make the fastest 
flower arrangement or cook 
the most healthful meal out of 
organic vegetables. Everyone 
was having a wonderful time 
taking pictures, or talking 
about how amazed they were 
that they could do that with 
flowers. 
 There were plenty of 
exhibiters that were eager 
to explain information, and, 
when asked about what 

you can do, Bruce from 
Wynnewood had this to say: 
“People can volunteer with 
the Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society to help better the 
world.” 
 The green movement 
has become increasingly 
more popular within the past 
decade. The Horticultural 
Society hosts the Flower 
Show every year and offers 
programs, activities, work-
shops, and publications for 
gardeners and “greeners,” or 
people who want to support 
the green movement. Some 
of the different programs 
include bringing fresh locally 
grown produce to urban areas, 
starting community gardens 
in vacant lots, planting trees, 
or restoring and managing 
public landscapes within 
Philadelphia.
 College students were 
hard to find at the Flower Show, 

which is a disappointment. 
There is so much information 
available to help your 
community if you dig hard 
enough, and college students 
can see how much fun it can 
truly be. Flowers are just the 

beginning. Dig a little deeper 
and you’ll be able to help the 
world become a greener place. 
To find out more on what you 
can do visit the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society’s website 
www.phsonline.org/greening.

Photo by Stephen Richards

The Philadelphia Flower Show has more than flowers.

Photo by Stephen Richards

The Flower Show highlights the creativity of gardeners and 
landscapers.
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A HIGHER DEGREE,
CLOSER TO HOME

How can you continue your education and still have time for everything 

else? At Chestnut Hill College, we’re making it easier for you to earn 

your bachelor’s degree while keeping a full-time job. We are pleased to 

announce that our Bachelor of Science degree in Human Services is now 

available at MCCC’s Blue Bell Campus, as well as at the West Campus in 

Pottstown and Chestnut Hill College’s main campus.

Our Human Services program is fl exible, with classes that meet once a 

week in the evenings in an accelerated eight-week session. Enjoy the 

benefi ts of a student-centered education in a convenient location, while 

continuing to work full time. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

April Fowlkes, M.S.
Off-Site and Transfer Manager
215-242-7704 
fowlkesa@chc.edu

IN POTTSTOWN, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Cathy Kushnerick, M.Ed.
Off-Site Coordinator 
610-718-1931
kushnerickc@chc.edu www.chc.edu
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Courtesy of Sandi Yanisko/MCCC Communications Dept .

Professor of Economics Lee Bender leads the 
commencement procession.
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Courtesy of MCCC Communications/Sandi Yanisko

Members of the College Choir, under the direction of Music Associate Professor Andrew Kosciesza, perform at the 2014 commencement ceremony.

Visit the
Student 

Leadership 
Office

to learn more 
about clubs 
that you can 

join!
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You want more than just a job from a college 

education – you want a career with purpose.  

The Accelerated Degree Program in the School of 

Continuing and Professional Studies at Chestnut 

Hill College is designed for adult learners who want 

to get the most out of their degree. Our flexible 

weekend and evening schedule enables busy adults 

to continue their education.

Visit

www.chc.edu/SCPSVISIT
to register for one of our information sessions:

Saturday, June 14 / 10 am

Monday, July 14 / 6 pm

Tuesday, August 12 / 6 pm

BECAUSE YOU WANT MORE.  
AND WE DEMAND IT. 

for more  
information,  
please call: 

215.242.7708

or e-mail: 

chcaadm@chc.edu

Chestnut Hill College is 

located less than 10 miles 

from Montgomery County 

Community College.
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Courtesy of MCCC Communications/Sandi Yanisko

This year’s graduates collectively earned 1,525 degrees and certificates.

MCCC
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THE MONTGAZETTE IS SEEKING:

EDITORS, 

WRITERS & 

PHOTOGRAPHERS

—GET INVOLVED RIGHT AWAY—

MONTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM

Graduate Profile

 by Harris Risell

Tyler Tucker
Major at MCCC:  Liberal Studies

Transfer School:  Temple University

Prospective Career:  Judge 

Clubs/Activities at MCCC:  Phi Theta Kappa and Rotaract Club

What do you regret not doing during your time at MCCC? I definitely 
could have been more involved. I did not learn about Rotaract until the 
spring semester of this year, so I definitely would have wanted to be more 
involved in that. Maybe some other clubs and reached out a bit more. I did 
not find out about the Honors Program until this year either, so I would 
have wanted to do that, if I could have had time for it. 
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Courtesy of MCCC Communications/Sandi Yanisko

Creative Caps.

Graduates of the Honors Program.
Goal Achieved.

Proud and happy moments.


