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In Celebration of Montgomery County Community College’s 50th Anniversary
College-wide Kickoff. 

Students and Alumni kick off the 50th 
Anniversary by giving back. Page 3.

The Celebration Begins.
The celebration event that was
50 years in the making. Page 4.

Crossword Challenge.
Test your MCCC knowledge with the first

 of a new monthly feature. Page 8.

Mustangs mascot spreads 
school spirit at 50th 
Anniversary celebration.
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The Staff

Have a story idea?
Want to write for the paper?
Ready to get involved and take the challenge?
Like our Facebook page, The Montgazette, and let us 
know. Or tweet us @Montgazette.

We are always looking for news about the college, but we can’t 
keep track of it all without your help. 

We welcome contributions from students and suggestions and 
information from faculty and staff of Montgomery County Com-
munity College. Whether it is a notice of an upcoming event, a 
special accomplishment by one of our own or just a “heads up” 
about something newsworthy, please let us know. 

Thanks!

The Montgazette is printed on recycled paper.

About

The Montgazette is published at the beginning of every month from 
September through December and February through May by the 
students of Montgomery County Community College. 

The Montgazette is printed by Montgomery Newspapers in Exton, PA.

Visit us at:

Montgazette.wordpress.com
Full Color Photos   •   Mobile Device Friendly   •   RSS Feed

WANTED!
Student Journalists

Report on a wide range of content:
 • news
 • sports
 • arts
 •  entertainment
 • music
 • community events
 • ...and more!

Let Your Voice Be Heard!

The Montgazette is looking for Central & West Campus writers.

For more information, email Amanda Dioszeghy at dioszegac@gmail.com

by Harris Risell
 Montgazette Editor

 Welcome back all! 
 Since it is the 50th anniversary 
of the college, I think the occasion 
warrants reflection: 
 Whether we view MCCC as a 
means to pursue our greater goals 
or as just a school, we all are a part 
of its growing history. Be aware of 
that fact as you pass through the 
campus on your way to class and 
as you sit in desks where other 
students sat before.
 In this issue, learn more 
about the College’s volunteer 
ef forts on Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day from Susie Guhm and 
check out what activities Lydia 
Crush found that students 
were engaged in during the 
January snow days. Also, tune 
your thoughts to the past and 

current happenings of MCCC’s 
newscast “The Buzz Update” 
brought to you by Rob Brown 
and test your knowledge of the 
College with an anniversary-
inspired crossword puzzle.
 As you continue to adjust 
to new schedules and new 
workloads, make sure you save 
some time, too, to do what makes 
you sane. Take your younger 
brother up on his offer to play 
outside, write a new song about 
the life you want to live, paint the 
one you are currently living, and 
wish a few strangers a good day. 
Whatever your niche, keep it in 
mind when completing a project 
becomes an all-night affair or 
your Wednesdays are filled with 
meetings and emails.
 As for Punxsutawney: So 
long, for now, and thanks for all 
the snow.

Advertise

If you would like to advertise in The Montgazette, please contact 
dvandyke@mc3.edu or visit montgazette.wordpress.com for perti-
nent information.

All clubs chartered through the Office of Student Leadership and 
Involvement may advertise in The Montgazette free of charge.
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by Susie Guhm
Montgazette Staff Writer

 
 Montgomery County 
Community College plans to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary 
throughout 2014. The 
celebration plans include 
“50 Acts of Kindness,” an 
initiative in which MCCC 
students, faculty, staff, 
alumni and supporters are 
committed to performing 50 
acts of community service—
one for every year of the 
College’s existence.. 
 The first Acts of Kindness 
occurred on Jan. 20 on 
College-Wide Day of Service, 
which is MCCC’s annual 
event held in conjunction with 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
since 2011. This year, a total 
of 147 people consisting of 
students, alumni, staff, family 
and community members 
donated their time, talent 
and labor for the community 
at three sites: Elmwood 
Park Zoo, the Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore in East 
Norriton and the Olivet Boys 
and Girls Club at the Ricketts 
Center in Pottstown. 
 At Elmwood Park Zoo, 
volunteers gathered at 9:30 
a.m. With the guidance 
of Derek Donovan, a staff 
member of Elmwood Park 
Zoo, volunteers divided into 
a few groups and worked on 
landscaping and maintenance, 
such as cleaning up leaves and 
gutters, collecting river stones, 
and updating animal exhibits. 
 Working together in 
groups, the volunteers were 
able to complete several 
projects during the day. 

Next to the butterfly house, 
volunteers helped to remove 
old brick tiles on the ground. 
Five to six people started 
digging with shovels, and the 
rest of the group carried the 
bricks outside.  Some family 
groups with children and 
teenagers helped to clean 
up leaves. One of the groups 
worked on cleaning the 
gutters of a monkey house 
and enjoyed watching the 
monkeys climbing branches. 
At noon, most tasks were 
completed and volunteers 
enjoyed pizza afterward.
 The other two sites also 
were cleaned and improved 
by the end of the day. At 
Olivet Boys and Girls Club, 
volunteers painted the 
gymnasium and storage 
closets and cleaned windows, 
bookshelves and bathroom. 
The ReStore volunteers 
organized furniture in the 
warehouse, and some of 
the more skilled volunteers 
checked electrical items—
ceiling fans, for example—to 
see if they worked. 
 This year’s College-Wide 
Day was opened to MCCC’s 
alumni for the first time. Patti 
Thomas, the chair of the 
MCCC Alumni Association 
Board of Directors, was in 
a group that removed and 
transported river stones at 
Elmwood Park Zoo. 
 She shared her first 
opportunity to participate 
in the event as an alumna: 
“Despite some aching muscles 
the next morning, I 

Continued on page 22. 

Day of Service Kicks Off 50 Acts of Kindness 

Photo by  Susie Guhm

Montgomery County Community College alumni, faculty, staff and students volunteered at the 
Elmwood Park Zoo during the annual College-Wide Day of Service on Monday, Jan. 20. They 
helped to clean up by raking leaves and clearing debris.



Page 4 February 2014T H E  M O N T GA Z E T T E

Photo by  Lydia Crush

The campus community and friends filled the Parkhouse Atrium to join in 
the anniversary celebration.

Where can you learn about clubs you can join?
Of course.

The Student Leadership Office.

by Lydia Crush
Montgazette Staff Writer

 On Monday, Jan. 27, from 
noon until 1:30 p.m., Montgomery 
County Community College 
hosted an event to commemorate 
the College’s 50th anniversary. A 
time capsule from 1972, found in 
the cornerstone of College Hall 
during renovations, was opened.  
As part of the college’s plans for 
the 50th anniversary celebrations 
this year, a new time capsule will 
be sealed.
 In line with the College’s 
appreciation of the arts, the 
College Choir opened the event 
with two pieces, “Alleluia” and a 
vocal arrangement of “The Age 
of Aquarius.” 
 Following that musical 
prelude, College President 
Dr. Karen Stout began with a 
description of the life and times in 
which the College was founded. 
She described Montco’s shaky 
start, including a lawsuit filed 
against the county for the 
creation of a community college, 
and the college’s expansion with 
the Pottstown campus and the 
Culinary Arts Institute. 
 Jeremiah Garcia and Maggie 
Kanter, the SGA’s Central 
and West campus presidents, 
respectively, read letters that 
they had written for the class 

of 2064, the graduating class of 
the year the time capsule will be 
opened.
 Bruce Castor, Josh 
Shapiro and Leslie Richards, 
Montgomery County 
Commissioners, spoke on 
the history of Montgomery 
County Community College. 
Shapiro said that he, Castor 
and Richards are all very proud 
to participate in this landmark 
in the College’s history, just 
like the county commissioners 
were proud to help the College 
begin 50 years ago. Castor’s 
children have both attended 
the College, and he claims 
the success as a “tribute to 
the people who work here and 
came before.”
 Stout introduced the preview 
of the documentary “The History 
of Montco, A Documentary,” 
which was made as a graduation 
gift by Montgomery County 
Community College alumni Joe 
Sapienza and Sean King, and 
Austin Lepri, who currently 
attends Drexel University with 
Sapienza. 
 To close the kickoff 
event, Stout, Richards, Castor, 
Kanter, and Garcia unfurled 
a 50th anniversary banner 
that will remain on display in 
the Parkhouse atrium for the 
remainder of the semester.

Montco Celebrates Golden Anniversary
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Photo by  Lydia Crush

Montco’s Mustang mascot greets College President Dr. Karen Stout and Vice President for 
Finance and Administration Tom Freitag at the 50th Anniversary Kickoff Event Jan. 27.

Photo by  Lydia Crush

Student Government Presidents Jeremiah Garcia and Maggie Kanter; the Mustang mascot; 
Montgomery County Commissioners Bruce Castor, Josh Shapiro and Leslie Richards; and 
College President Dr. Karen Stout unfurled the 50th Anniversary banner at the conclusion of 
the celebration event.

Photo by  Lydia Crush

Central Campus Student Government Association President 
Jeremiah Garcia reads his letter to the Class of 2064 before placing 
it in the time capsule.
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Strawberry Fields, a Beatles Tribute Band
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell, PA — Saturday, Feb. 15, 2014

YAE: August Wilson Center Dance Ensemble 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell, PA — Saturday, Feb. 21, 2014

August Wilson Center Dance Ensemble 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell, PA — Saturday, Feb. 22, 2014

YAE: Ballet Hispanico 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell, PA — Saturday, March 7 , 2014

For tickets and full schedule, visit: mc3.edu & click ‘Arts & Tickets’

You want more than just a job from a college 

education – you want a career with purpose. 

The Accelerated Degree Program in the School of 

Continuing and Professional Studies at Chestnut 

Hill College is designed for adult learners who want 

to get the most out of their degree. Our fl exible 

weekend and evening schedule enables busy adults 

to continue their education.

Visit

www.chc.edu/SCPSVISIT
to register for one of our information sessions:

Monday, February 10 / 6:00pm

Tuesday, March 11 / 6:00pm

Wednesday, April 9 / 6:00pm

BECAUSE YOU WANT MORE. 
AND WE DEMAND IT. 

for more 
information, 
please call: 
215.242.7708

or e-mail: 
chcaadm@chc.edu

Chestnut Hill College is 

located less than 10 miles 

from Montgomery County 

Community College.

CHES-103-19d MontCo Ads_February_SCPS-MECH.indd   1 1/8/14   3:45 PM
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by Mikaela Loeper
Montgazette Staff Writer

 What prevents students from 
earning their college degree? 
Is it cost? Transportation? Or, 
maybe it’s the uncertainty of 
where and how to transfer to 
another institution to complete 
a bachelor’s degree. According 
to collegeboard.org, the average 
cost of tuition for a private four-
year institution is $29,056. Now, 
imagine if students could acquire 
degrees from a top university for 
a fraction of that price, without 
ever stepping foot on its campus. 
 In the fall of 2014, MCCC will 
start an innovative partnership 
with Drexel University.  This 
integrated program allows 
participating MCCC students the 
ability to obtain their bachelor’s 
degrees from both MCCC and 
Drexel University.
 How is this possible? The 
education offered by Drexel 
University will be available at 
Central Campus in Blue Bell 
and online, and will be taught 
by Drexel professors. Faculty 
from both institutions will work 
simultaneously with students to 
provide a cohesive educational 
experience. 
 Drexel@MCCC, as this 
program has been deemed, will 
include six initial programs: 
B.S. in Business Administration 
with Co-Op; B.S. in Computing 
and Security Technology; B.S. 
in Mechanical Engineering; 
B.S. in Electrical Engineering 
with Co-Op; B.S. M.S. in 
Engineering Management with 
Co-Op; and a hybrid B.S.N. 
program designed for registered 
nurses. Additionally, A.S. to B.S. 
Business Administration and 
Criminal Justice programs will 
be offered online as well. In the 
future, Drexel@MCCC plans 

on expanding to include more 
undergraduate and graduate 
programs.
 Years one and two focus 
on STEM and health science 
programs, where job growth 
projection is anticipated to be 
higher than average for careers 
in those areas, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
 Years three and four 
of the partnership will see 
Drexel@MCCC significantly 
expand to include even more 
undergraduate and graduate 
programs, especially in the health 
sciences. These will complement 
the opening of MCCC’s brand 
new Health Sciences Center in 
fall 2016. The Center is expected 
to position MCCC as the regional 
leader in health and wellness 
education to be the catalyst to 
transform lives.
 According to Aaron 
Shatzman, Dean of Social 
Sciences, “This is a terrific 
program and a great opportunity 
for our students. Drexel is 
an internationally recognized 
school. They’re an ideal partner 
for us, and we’re an ideal partner 
for them. They’ll be getting great 
students, and the students will be 
receiving a great education.”
 Students must graduate from 
MCCC with associate’s degrees 
before they are eligible for 
Drexel@MCCC. This partnership 
will save students a considerable 
amount of money, while 
conveniently providing renowned 
education from Drexel and MCCC 
professors close to home. 
 For more information on 
tuition and funding, please visit 
www.drexel.edu/mccc. For 
more information on Drexel@
MCCC and how to get started 
in preparing for this unique 
partnership, contact 215-461-1117 
or email mcccenroll@drexel.edu.

Opportunity Knocks for MCCC Students

Photo courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept./Sandi Yanisko

Drexel University President John A. Fry and Montgomery County Community College 
President Karen A. Stout sign an agreement for the new initiative, Drexel@MCCC, a 
program that enables students to earn their bachelor degrees in certain programs from 
Drexel University conveniently and affordably at Central Campus in Blue Bell, or online, 
after completing their associate degrees at Montgomery County Community College. 
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Montgomery County Community College
50th Anniversary - History Trivia

ACROSS

4 Popular 60s song: "I Want to Hold Your _____"
6 College mascot
8 Place of first campus
14 A container used to store memorabilia for the future
17 A Disney movie in 1964 (hint: she used an umbrella)
19 Name of first student newspaper
22 A popular band of the 1960s
23 Person who was awarded the Nobel Peace prize

for Civil Rights work in 1960s
24 Name of bridge between Parkhouse Hall and Fine

Arts Center

DOWN

1 U.S. President assassinated before College was
founded

2 Location of Culinary Arts Institute
3 Drink of astronauts
5 Class memory book
7 Mode of transportation between campuses
9 Name of product made in North Hall when it was a

factory building
10 First president of Montco
11 Opened in 1996
12 Current president of Montco
13 A building at Central Campus that has a tree inside
15 Campus opened here in 1972
16 The war that started in the 1960s
18 A new instant breakfast food of the 1960s
20 Place named in honor of first College president
21 One of MontCo's colors

1 2 3

4

5

6

7

8 9 10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Visit montgazette.wordpress.com
after Feb. 19 for the answer key. 

CROSSWORD CHALLENGE
A NEW FEATURE! TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE!
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What’s going on 
at MCCC?

It’s easy to find out!

Just visit the new 

Active Data Calendar 
View, subscribe, or download 
the events you’re interested in.

Visit calendar.mc3.edu or use your smartphone 
to scan the QR code:

Like the Arts?
mc3.edu/arts/lively-arts

UNIVERSITY OF

PIT T S B U R G H1787

VERITAS V I R T U
S University of Pittsburgh

TRANSFER
PITT

REQUEST MORE INFORMATION:

WWW.OAFA.PITT.EDU/VIP

SCHEDULE A VISIT:
WWW.OAFA.PITT.EDU/VISIT

APPLY FOR ADMISSION:
WWW.OAFA.PITT.EDU/TRANSFER

COME VISIT
TRANSFER FRIDAYS:

APRIL 18, 2014

TRANSFER INFORMATION SESSIONS:
AVAILABLE WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 

SELECT SATURDAYS AT 9 A.M.

INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS:
AVAILABLE WEEKDAYS

4227 FIFTH AVE PGH, PA 15260 412-624-7488 OAFA@PITT.EDU
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Student Support and Referral Team (SSRT)
Connecting Students with College and Community Resources

SSRT is a free, confidential referral service available to all students. It involves a support team of 
counselors, faculty and staff who assist students dealing with issues such as emotional distress, 
stress, anxiety, eating disorders, abuse, depression, grief, potential violence and substance abuse. 
SSRT works to connect students with College and community resources and caring professionals. 

This is a FREE CONFIDENTIAL referral service
available to current students of the College.

Students may self refer by:
• Visiting Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Sending an email to SSRT at StudentReferral@mc3.edu 

• Include a brief description of situation, use College ID # (no 
name), and include a phone number to be contacted at.

• Emails received when the College is closed will be responded 
to on when the College reopens.

• Calling Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Speak to an SSRT members or counselor make an appoinment

This is not a hotline service. 
Emergencies and/or crisis situations dial 9-1-1
to get immediate assistance to your location.

Central Campus                                     
Student Success Center

College Hall                                            
215-641-6577                                         

West Campus
Student Success Center                        

South Hall 151
610-718-1906

A HIGHER DEGREE,
CLOSER TO HOME

How can you continue your education and still have time for everything 

else? At Chestnut Hill College, we’re making it easier for you to earn 

your bachelor’s degree while keeping a full-time job. We are pleased to 

announce that our Bachelor of Science degree in Human Services is now 

available at MCCC’s Blue Bell Campus, as well as at the West Campus in 

Pottstown and Chestnut Hill College’s main campus.

Our Human Services program is fl exible, with classes that meet once a 

week in the evenings in an accelerated eight-week session. Enjoy the 

benefi ts of a student-centered education in a convenient location, while 

continuing to work full time. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

April Fowlkes, M.S.
Off-Site and Transfer Manager
215-242-7704 
fowlkesa@chc.edu

IN POTTSTOWN, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Cathy Kushnerick, M.Ed.
Off-Site Coordinator 
610-718-1931
kushnerickc@chc.edu www.chc.edu

CHES-102-86d Montco Ad Vertical_B0.1.indd   1 1/9/14   1:17 PM

Get involved 
with this year’s 

Student Challenge!
2014 Goals: $3,500 and 150 student participants.

• What is the Student Challenge?
The Student Challenge is a student-led effort to raise 
awareness about philanthropy and to support the 
MCCC Student Scholarship Fund.  By getting involved 
and giving back, you are making a difference for 
future generations of MCCC students!

• When does the Student Challenge start?
The Student Challenge runs now through June 30.

• How can you learn more?
Contact Stephanie Wittig
at 215-461-1139
or swittig@mc3.edu.
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MCCC

Politically Correct? No Thank You
Contributed by Olivia Farrell, Phoebe Gavula, 

Janine Peca, and Rose Robinson

 Halfway through a high school World Religions 
course, my professor invited an Orthodox Jewish rabbi to 
speak to the class. I expected a prayerful, quiet man who 
would answer our existential doubts, but the burly rabbi 
who sat down before us began his lecture with the line, “I 
don’t believe in God.”
 There was silence. He continued, “I don’t believe in 
stereotypes of God. You, me, and the man next door, we 
can’t fully understand the being that is greater than all of 
us. All we can do is create pictures, ideas, of this being. And 
God might be in those pictures, but he is so much more 
than the pictures we grow up with and hold on to today.”
 The rabbi didn’t answer our existential doubts, but he 
did leave us with the sense that if there is someone out 
there greater than all of us, then this being is deeper than 
our understanding of him. Our ideas about the universe 
may be true. Our traditions may contain god. But there are 
so many millions of people with millions of beliefs, that the 
being greater than all of us must be present in many more 
ways than we understand.
 Last semester, Montco saw the beginning of the 
Religious Tolerance Club. A number of us formed the club 
after a class discussion in which our professor encouraged 
us to examine the relationship between the material in 
class and our own faiths. The practice - speaking openly 
about our religious traditions - seemed so unusual and 

yet so vital to understanding each other. We began to 
question the habit of avoiding discussions about faith in 
Western society. Why do so many of our classrooms ask 
religious students to keep quiet about their beliefs? Why 
do atheists sometimes feel afraid to speak up? How can 
we increase our respect for the spirituality of the people 
around us?
 The Religious Tolerance Club seeks to bring students, 
professors, and religious leaders together to share their 
understanding of how the world works. We never try to 
convert or instill doubt. Dr. Kendall Martin, a Tibetian 
Buddhist, spoke at our first meeting on her understanding 
of the soul and on learning to gain goodness by first giving 
it away. Dr. Marc Shuster discussed the origins of Santa 
and the debated “War on Christmas.” The upcoming 
semester will see speakers talking about atheism, the 
pope, and philosophy. Ultimately, we ask students to be 
open to the stories around them and to share their own. As 
our President Janine Peca put it, “It’s a wonderful addition 
to the experiences Montco has to offer.”
 Before closing his lecture, the Jewish rabbi in World 
Religions folded his hands. He looked thoughtfully at the 
group of confused teenagers before him. “I’d like to quote 
Ghandi. No religion is false,” he said, “They all contain 
truth. I would hope that the Muslims in the room go away 
as better Muslims, the Christians as better Christians, the 
Hindus as better Hindus.”
 Keep an eye out for our upcoming service projects, 
and watch for us in the Montgazette. 

Club News Column

All are welcome to The Religous Tollerance Club. Meetings are held every other Friday 
during downtime in Parkhouse Hall, room 212, beginning on Feb. 14.  

Email rtclub.montco@gmail.com for more information.

See the 

Lively 

Arts 

schedule

&

 purchase

tickets:

mc3.edu/livelyarts
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Pennsylvania’s community colleges continue to step up, as they have done for 50 years, to the 
Commonwealth’s need for an af fordable pathway to the middle class for nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians, 
as well as serving as a critical resource for job training for thousands of employers and thousands of 
incumbent and unemployed workers.

This is the fourth consecutive budget presented by the Governor that has not recognized the vital need for 
increased operating investment in community colleges. The lack of necessary investment has already threatened 
access and college affordability for too many and has stifled the ability of colleges to respond to important business 
and industry needs. Community colleges cannot continue to manage the ongoing erosion of state investment 
in operating funds without harming citizens most in need of our programs. It will be nearly impossible for our 
community colleges to continue to meet our mission of affordable and accessible higher education that is of high 
quality for transfer and workforce responsiveness.

At Montgomery County Community 
College, the current State contribution 
of operating dollars does not even match 
what we received eight years ago.

I look forward to hearing more about the 
Ready to Succeed program the Governor 
proposed; however, I am disappointed 
by the Governor’s lack of recognition 
of the value of our colleges. States 
across this Country are recognizing the 
economic return gained by investing in 
their community colleges. Unfortunately, 
Pennsylvania is not among these states.

Montgomery County Community College
President Dr. Karen A. Stout’s Response to 

Governor Tom Corbett’s 2014 Budget Address 
to the Pennsylvania General Assembly
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mc3.edu

50Years
Strong

More than 83% of Montgomery County Community College's students live in Montgomery County,
and their success positively impacts the local economy--their higher earnings and overall increased 

business output generates more than $362 million in additional regional income.

 Approximately 64% of our alumni are employed in the County and 95% work in Pennsylvania.
With more than 55,000 alumni, Montgomery County Community College is the community's college. 
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THe monTgazeTTe iS Seeking:

- W r i T e r S  & 
P H o T o g r a P H e r S

—geT involved rigHT aWay—

monTgazeTTe@gmail.Com

by Michael Flagler
Montgazette Staff Writer

 After the event of 9/11 and being 
shot down in Afghanistan, Marine 
Second Lieutenant Jack Ryan (Chris 
Pine) is drafted by the CIA to work for 
them as a covert analyst on Wall Street. 
Ten years later, he discovers a Russian 
plan to sabotage the U.S. economy and 
cause a second Great Depression. To 
stop the attack Jack must go to Russia 
and discover where and when it is going 
to take place before time runs out.
 Last October best-selling American 
author and historian, Tom Clancy, 
passed away at the age of 66. Clancy 
specialized in espionage and military 
science stories set during and after of 
the Cold War, and his most popular 
character was Jack Ryan. Since Jack 
Ryan appeared in 17 of Clancy’s novels 
and was the main character in nine 
of them, it isn’t much of a stretch to 
say that he was also Clancy’s most 
significant character as well. As a result 
of his success, Clancy’s novels starring 
Jack Ryan where eventually adapted 
for the big screen, giving us films such 
as “The Hunt for the Red October,” 
“Patriot Games,” “Clear and Present 
Danger,” and “The Sum of All Fears.” 
In an attempt to reboot this spy-thriller 
franchise Hollywood has created an 
origin film for the brain child of Tom 
Clancy in “Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit.”
 The story for “Shadow Recruit” is, 
surprisingly, not based on a Tom Clancy 
novel, and because I was not familiar 
with any of Clancy’s work before seeing 
this film, it gave me a chance to give 
an unbiased opinion on the story in 
general. But, even with keeping this in 
mind, the story for the film is average 
at best. It’s not bad; in fact, there was 

more than enough twist-and-turns and 
excitement throughout the movie for it 
to be entertaining, but there is nothing 
there for it to standout compared to 
other films of its genre.
 While the story for the film was just 
average, most of the characters in it were 
just disappointing. Rather than being 
an actual mentor and father figure to 
Jack, Thomas Harper (Kevin Costner) 
felt more like a plot device to just point 
the characters where they needed to 
go. Cathy Muller (Keira Knightley) 
felt more like the token girlfriend who 
needed to be put in danger for the 
hero to save rather than be an actual 
character with a story arc. Then there 
was the plethora of side characters 
who served little to no purpose for 
the story in general.  However, there 
were two characters who did standout 
above the rest and they were our 
protagonist, Jack, and our antagonist, 
Viktor Cherevin (Kenneth Branagh). 
These two characters are so similar yet 
so different at the same time; both are 
patriots to their respective countries 
and will do anything in their power to 
protect their homelands.  However, 
they just go about it in different ways. 
It would have been interesting to see 
them in more scenes together.
 As for the acting in the film, it is very 
difficult to describe how I felt about it. 
The best I can say is that the actors are 
very honest with their performances. 
They are not given much to work with, 
but they try their best to make an 
impact.
 In conclusion, “Shadow Recruit” is 
a stimulating but exceptionally run-of-
the-mill spy thriller. This movie is not 
the tribute that Tom Clancy deserves, 
but at least it has made me curious 
enough to check out his other works. 

Movie Review: ‘Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit’

2.5 out of 5 Mustangs

GO MUSTANGS!!
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Lydia Asks: What did you do to enjoy 
your time off during the snow days?

A special by Lydia Crush

Photo by  Lydia Crush

“I took pictures of tree covered in snow.”  –Audrey Donaldson

Photo by  Lydia Crush

“I took my nieces to the park so they could play and be out in the snow.”  
–Andre Evans-Gorham

Photo by  Lydia Crush

“I built a snowman with my neighbors.”  –Brad Harbough

Photo by  Lydia Crush

“I visited my Aunt.”  –Damalie Pierre
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10 QUESTIONS
by Harris Rissell

Montgazette Staff Writer

1. What brought you to Montco when you were considering colleges?
I really wanted my associate’s degree. And, I really enjoy the small class sizes, the 
affordability and the proximity.    

2. How important is the college experience? Do you see value in 
acquiring an education?
Pretty important…usually. I mean, I am sure there are always exceptions 
depending on what someone wants to do. For something like education, you need 
a degree. My brother studied engineering; he needed to go to college for that. 
But, not always. I mean, if you want to be a carpenter, maybe not. But, overall, 
yeah.

3. What attracts you to teaching? Is it a profession or a calling to you, in 
your opinion?

A little bit of both. What drew me to it—there are a lot of reasons—but, I love 
kids, and I love working with them. It seemed like a good option for me. The 
[early childhood education] program goes up to fourth grade; I am okay with any 
group, from infants to fourth grade. Each one is pretty unique, and there are cool 
things about each group. But, I would love to be a reading specialist. Right now, 
I am focusing on teaching, but being a reading specialist would be great. I have 
always loved reading; I am kind of a nerd. I am more of words person than a math 
or science person, though I do fine with those two. 

4. You are the secretary of Montco’s Rotaract Club, which was previously 
known as the ACE Club. Why the change in name?
Last year, the Blue Bell Rotary approached us and wanted to know if we would like 
a partnership because we both pretty much do the same things. They thought it 
would be a great way to open the club up to the community a little more, and they 
could help us with resources, mentorships, and things like that. We--our 

Continued on page 17.

Rotaract Club secretary and member on the All-Pennsylvania Academic Team, Beth Holleger, on books, cancer, and frozen yogurt.

Earn your bachelor’s degree with the support you need. At Peirce, everything we do is built around you.

For more information, visit www.peirce.edu/transfermc3

Work. Life. A Bachelor’s degree.
FACEBOOK.COM/PEIRCECOLLEGE     @PEIRCECOLLEGE  888.467.3472, ext. 9000

That’s why we offer up to  $3,000 in renewable scholarships
for eligible Montgomery County Community College associate degree graduates transferring to Peirce College.

And, ask about Peirce’s new Degree Completion Program that allows you to transfer up to 90 credits.

Earn a bachelor’s  
degree in:

•  Accounting
•  Business Administration
•  Healthcare Administration

•  Health Information Administration
•  Human Resource Management

•  Information Technology
•  Paralegal Studies

MontCo_CCAS_9.75x4.62.indd   1 10/9/13   1:41 PM
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10 Questions
Continued from page 16.

presidents, Jenna Klaus (Assistant Director of Civic and Community Engagement at Montco) and 
some members of the Blue Bell Rotary Club--talked about it over the summer, and we became the 
Rotaract Club. We took a vote on it first, though.  

5. What about community service entices you?
Well, I just really like helping other people. I feel if I can do something, I should do whatever I can 
to help anybody else. 

6. Your family does a lot in support of breast cancer awareness and treatment. Are you 
happy with those efforts?
Yes and no. I mean, it is hard sometimes to fit it all in with everything else. It is a lot of work. Some 
of the smaller things we do I love, and some of the larger fundraisers are kind of tough. Overall, 
I am really happy: it helps to bring my family closer together; it gives us something to work on 
together, which is always really nice; and it is a nice way to remember my mom.

7. For those people not directly affected by cancer of any kind, why is it important to 
be conscious of the issues surrounding the disease?
[It is important] because you never know when you might be affected by it. It wasn’t important to 
me until my mom was diagnosed; I did not know a lot about it—granted, I was twelve. You 
never know when you or a loved one or a friend or just anybody will be affected by it. I 
think everyone is connected to cancer in some form or another.   

8. On a lighter note, you have held a position working at Menchie’s for 
a while now. Should I assume you are a frozen yogurt connoisseur?
Uh, yeah. I am an assistant manager there, and I am in charge of training. I 
have worked there for over a year now. It is a fun job; it is interesting. The 
environment is really upbeat and VERY colorful. I really like the company 
because their mission statement is “to make people smile,” which is 
something I can really get behind. I love making people smile! Our guests 
can get pretty creative with their yogurt, which keeps things interesting. 
There are so many options, and even though I’ve been there since the store 
opened, someone can still think of something new to try.

9. What do you find yourself doing when you are not engaged with 
school, extracurriculars, and work?
I like to read a lot. I like the classics, and I am really into fantasy. I really 
like Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings, things like that. I just love stories 
in general; whether it’s through a book, movie, or whatever. When I 
was younger, the fantasy genre—especially fairy tales—were really 
captivating to me for their stories. They were just fun and enjoyable to 
read. Now that I’m older, I like them for more reasons. I am always really 
impressed with how authors can create an entire world and pull you into 
it. But at the end of the day, it really just comes down to what it did when 
I was younger: Do I like the story? 

10. Do you plan to graduate this semester? What is ahead for 
you after Montco?
No. I plan to graduate next semester. I need to finish up student-teaching, 
and then I am done. I will be transferring. I am looking at East Stroudsburg 
University or West Chester University because, you know, they have great 
teaching programs. And, I have a scholarship through the All-PA Academic 
Team for state schools, so that helps a lot!  

Photo by Harris Risell
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Not on cam
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Read the M
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ontgazette.wordpress.com



Page 19February 2014 T H E  M O N T GA Z E T T E

1. Transfer as a full-time  
undergraduate student
Saint Joseph’s University welcomes full-time transfer 
students and holds special transfer information 
sessions to address your specific questions. These on 
campus visits are small question and answer sessions 
designed for students transferring from another  
college or university. You and your family are  
encouraged to attend and meet with an admission 
counselor to discuss transferring credits, choosing a 
major, and learning more about life on Hawk Hill.

Schedule your visit today! 
Information at sju.edu/visit.

3 Ways to Transfer
2. Complete your degree part time through the 

College of Professional and Liberal Studies.
CPLS offers flexible schedules with classes in the evening, day, Saturday,  
accelerated, on campus and online; a transfer policy that maximize credits 
you have already completed and competitive tuition rates. Choose from more 
than 20 programs and professional certificate programs including criminal 
justice, health administration, education and autism studies and many more.

3. Earn your bachelor’s in business with the 
new Haub Degree Completion Program.
The Haub Degree Completion Program offers a convenient, affordable and 
flexible education. With day, evening and online courses, the Haub School  
of Business makes it possible to earn your bachelor’s in business from an 
AACSB international accredited institution in less time than you think.

Attend an Open House on March 11, 2014 
from 5-7:30 p.m. and find out more!  

Register online at sju.edu/openhouse.

Saint Joseph’s University  |  5600 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19131  |  610.660.1000

Make each choice better than 
the last. Become a Hawk. That’s the 

magis.

Not on cam
pus?

Read the M
ontazette at: m

ontgazette.wordpress.com
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The ‘Buzz,’ a Television 
Experience Two Decades Strong

 Contributed by  Rob Brown
 “Buzz Update” Producer and CAPG Member

 In 1993, no one anticipated that “The Buzz”–known then 
as “The Buzz Around Campus”–would survive long enough to 
celebrate a 20th anniversary year last fall semester and enter 
2014 (even after “The Buzz Around Campus” became “The 
Buzz Update”).
 Anyone majoring in communications at Montgomery 
County Community College or anyone who wants to see what it 
takes to make a weekly TV show should join this long-celebrated, 
student-run newscast as the crew embarks on a new semester 
here at the College.
 Produced by students in the Communicating Arts 
Production Group (CAPG), a TV and film production club here 
on campus, “The Buzz Update” brings you current, up-to-date 
information on events happening on and off campus.  Since 
1993, it has become something of a cornerstone at Montco, and 
for many students who were a part of it in the past, they have 
since gone on to work at local television stations and in related 
career fields after their graduation.
 During each week the show is produced, participants gain 
hands-on experience in all aspects of television production, 
including how to run a camera, control sound, write news stories, 
and be an on-air talent.  But, that’s just for starters.  With its 
updated look and new theme music introduced at the end of last 
fall, to describe “The Buzz Update” as exciting would, for those 
involved, be a huge understatement.
 Since last fall and in light of the show’s most recent 
anniversary, the show’s crew has looked towards the future 
while looking back on the way “The Buzz” looked and sounded 
in the past—a combination that seems fitting for a show that is 
now two decades old.
 This is, without doubt, a special time for the show and the 
people who make it possible today.  The show’s crew promises 
a very pleasant and educational behind-the-scenes experience 
both for newcomers and longtime members alike.  What’s more, 
with an unprecedented number of helpers taking part in the 
production last fall—a complete turnaround from a near-total 
loss of interest the year before—this post-comeback success 
continues strong into this new semester.
 Come and check out “The Buzz” on Mondays from 12:30 
to 1:30 pm, beginning January 27, in the Advanced Technology 
Center TV Studio on the Blue Bell campus.  You can also learn 
more about the “Buzz” by attending the weekly CAPG meetings 
every Wednesday at that location around 12:20 p.m.
 Being a part of “The Buzz” team can translate into more 
than just an associate’s degree from MontCo.  It may also 
lead to a better chance of landing a good job in today’s mass 
media industry.

Guest Contribution
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 Transfer up to  
 60 undergraduate credits and

FINISH 
STRONG
at

PartTime.Villanova.edu

Put your hard work  
to work. 

After you’ve earned your Associate’s Degree, where 

do you want your next step to take you? With 

Chestnut Hill College, the answer might be “a more 

rewarding career.” And with scholarships just for 

transfer students averaging $11,700, transferring 

is easier than ever. 

Visit

www.chc.edu/susvisit
to register for one of our 

Transfer Days:

Tuesday, February 4 / 10:00am

Tuesday, March 4 / 10:00am

Tuesday, April 8 / 10:00am 

STAY ON PATH BY 
CHANGING DIRECTION. 

for more 
information, 
please call: 
215.248.7001

or e-mail: 
admissions@chc.edu

Chestnut Hill College is 

located less than 10 miles 

from Montgomery County 

Community College.
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Day of Service
Continued from page 3.

thoroughly enjoyed myself.  I loved 
participating in the Day of Service and what 
it means to folks to do activities like this.  
But I also enjoyed meeting other alumni 
as well as talking with some of our current 
students and future alumni members!”
    According to Jenna Klaus who is in 
charge of “50 Acts of Kindness,” this 
year’s College-Wide Day of Service was 
the largest and most successful. She said 
that the major difference from the past 
three years is that everything was done 
paperless from registration to volunteers’ 
confirmation to communication with 
partner sites.
   The 2014 College-Wide Day of Service 
brought many MCCC members and 
community together to make Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day meaningful in Montgomery 
County. Please, check the MCCC website, 
mc3.edu/50, for more information about 
the 50th anniversary.

Photo by  Susie Guhm

Volunteers helped to clean the gutters and do other projects at the Elmwood Park Zoo in Norristown during the 
College-Wide Day of Service.

Photo by  Susie Guhm

Working together, volunteers were able to tackle and accomplish many projects at the 
Elmwood Park Zoo during the College-Wide Day of Service.
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by Robert Fogarty
Montgazette Staff Writer

 
 Mellissa Bagglo pulls no 
punches when it comes to her 
views on reality TV.
 “I don’t like it,” says 
Bagglo, a 20-year-old liberal 
arts major. She said that 
shows like “Teen Mom” harm 
young girls.
 “If a girl gets pregnant, 
they consider it okay ‘cause it 
happened on TV,” said Bagglo.
 Carmeen Hutchinson, 
a 19-year-old art major from 
Lansdale, does not agree that 
teens model their lives from 
reality stars.
 “I don’t think that they 
would try to like shape their 
life from a reality show,” says 
Hutchinson.
 Bagglo and Hutchinson 

are among six Montgomery 
County Community College 
Students who shared 
thoughts about reality TV 
when interviewed for the 
Montgazette.
 According to the news 
website Psmag.com, a study 
was done by the University of 
Wisconsin about how reality 
TV affects college students. 
Researchers Karyn Riddle 
and J.J. De Simone--who 
were in charge of the study--
surveyed 145 undergraduates 
(approximately 74 percent 
were women) about their 
“reality-TV-watching habits.”
 Riddle reported, “More 
research is needed to explore 
the possibilities, but this study 
certainly implies a link between 
watching surveillance reality 
TV programs and beliefs about 

the real world.”
 But, Montco students 
don’t believe the shows are 
realistic.
 “It’s a lot of drama,” says 
Jamin Stewart, a 20-year-
old business administration 
major. Stewart says that 
reality TV portrays a lot 
of partying and excessive 
drinking and it’s unrealistic.
 “It’s sadly not the reality,” 
says Christi Christ, 18, a liberal 
arts major from Pottstown. 
She said that young girls wish 
that they could live a wealthier 
and glamorous lifestyle like 
Kim Kardashian.
 An avid fan of “Keeping 
up with the Kardashians,” 
Christ says teens watch 
reality TV because of the 
characters and their hip-
sounding discussions.

 “Keeping up with the 
Kardashians” appeals to 
teenagers because what 
happens on the show is relevant 
to pop culture, she said, noting 
that the engagement of Kanye 
West and Kim Kardashian 
draws young viewers.
 “It’s interesting to watch 
their [the Kardashians] 
wealth because most people 
don’t have it. It’s nice to see 
how they built their empire 
and business,” Christ said.
 She said some teens, 
depending on their morals, 
might try and model their 
lives from reality TV stars. 
If someone doesn’t have full 
self-awareness, they could be 
easily misled by what goes on 
TV, she said. 
 “I know who I am. I know 
I am not Kim Kardashian. I 

have no desire to be famous 
or be attacked by paparazzi,” 
says Christ.
 Tim Weisbein, a 19-year-
old communications major 
from North Wales likes the 
shows “Pawn Stars,” “Big 
Brother,” and “Survivor.” 
He said that most reality 
TV shows are fine except 
for shows that encourage 
bad behavior, such as “Teen 
Mom.”
 He said that some teens 
model their lives from it but 
it depends on the person’s 
maturity.
 Weisbein says, “It 
depends on the person, if 
you are smart you probably 
shouldn’t make your life like 
that but there are those people 
who want that attention, who 
want that fame.” 

Do Teenagers Model Their Lives From Reality TV?
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Photos by Harris Risell

Student Government Association Presidents Maggie 
Kanter (left, West Campus) and Jeremia Garcia (Central 
Campus) participated in the anniversary celebration by 
writing and reading letters to the Class of 2064 and 
unveiling the 50th Anniverary banner.

MCCC’s College Choir performed “Alleluia” and 
“The Age of Aquarius” for the opening portion of 
the 50th Anniversary Kickoff event on Jan. 27 on 
the balcony overseeing the Parkhouse Hall atrium.

Montgomery County Commissioners Bruce Castor, Josh 
Shapiro and Leslie Richards, along with College President 
Dr. Karen Stout, watch as the anniversary banner is unrolled.

This anniversary banner will be displayed in 
the Parkhouse Hall atrium during 2014, as the 
College hosts activities and events to celebrate 
its milestone anniversary.

More photos from the College Kick Off. 
Read about it on page 4.


