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Billie Bakhshi
Montgazette Editor–in–Chief

 Can you believe it’s 
here?   For some, “it” is the end 
of the semester, and for others 
“it” is graduation.   Regardless 
of whether you’re planning 
your next semester at MCCC or 
figuring out what you’re wearing 
under your graduation gown, 
your hard work is paying off! 
Congratulations on getting here! 
 Just as we were going to 
press last month, the Presidential 
Symposium happened. Speaker 
Wes Moore talked the college 
experience, saying if you’re only 
here for a piece of paper (a diploma) 
“you’ve missed the point.” 
Moore said, “Higher Education 
does not equal a piece of paper... 
it equals being a better global 
citizen, and not forgetting 
who we are fighting for.” 
 We don’t forget, do 
we, MCCC students? 
 Here’s just a sampling of 
some of the good things students 
have done in the last month to 
make the world around us better: 
 In a combined effort, the 
MCCC Nurses Club and Veterans 
Club collected and packed 93 
boxes worth of items, which 
were then sent as care packages 
for American troops serving 
overseas and to homeless 
veterans in our community. 

 Phi Beta Lambda partnered 
with Bergey Ford in a fundraising 
effort for March of Dimes. By 
offering test drives of new vehicles 
for a donation, they raised  $3,000! 
 The International Club 
raised over $700 for Make-A-
Wish Foundation during their 
International Night event. 
 And Dance for Life, a 12-hour 
overnight dance marathon was 
hosted by a compilation of student 
clubs including ACE Club (event 
coordinators), Envrionmental 
Club and Honors Club (decoration 
committee), PTK (concessions), 
and Adventure Club, as well as 
volunteers from several other 
clubs in an effort to raise money 
for the cancer ward at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia. 
 I couldn’t be prouder to be a 
MCCC student, and I count myself 
fortunate to know so many of the 
fantastic people who give of their 
time and resources so selflessly. 
Yet it is time for me to say 
goodbye as I will be making my 
walk across the graduation stage 
this May. I am grateful for my time 
as Editor and the opportunities 
that this has afforded me, in both 
meeting and spending time with 
some extraordinary folks doing 
some truly extraordinary things. 
 Thanking you for the 
opportunity.

—Billie
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International Night: The World in One Room
by Julia Tasca 

Montgazette Staff Writer

 An incredible turn out at 
International Night made for a 
hefty donation to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation.  Over $700 
was raised selling beverages, 
raffle tickets, T-shirts – the 
food, however, was free.
 “[Tonight] is so hectic 
–that’s a good thing,” 
International Club President 
Sabrina Williams said while 
distributing raffle tickets and 
wristbands to International 
Night attendees.   “Go eat.  
The food’s going to be gone in 
about five seconds.”
 A variety of dishes were 
offered everywhere from 
South Korea to Puerto Rico, 
Pakistan to Russia, Venezuela 
to Japan, and so many more.  
Hyebin Kim and the other 
voluneers at the South Korean 
table prepared foods at home 
like Gimbap, a popular Korean 
dish made with seaweed, 
fresh vegetables, rice, and 

fish – very much like sushi; 
and Bulgogi, literally meaning 
“fire meat,” a spicy marinated 
beef.  
 The Filipino table went 
the catering route and utilized 
local Bridgeport catering 
company Philly Pinoy.  The 
excitement continued on Main 
Stage with singers, dancers, 
poets, and other performers 
representing their countries.
 An acoustic guitarist 
from Kazakhstan, Abay 
Dauletiyarov, said after an 
amazing performance, “I’m 
trying to calm down – I’ve 
just come off stage…I had 
so much fun.”  Dauletiyarov 
played an acoustic rendition of 
Bruno Mars’ song “Grenade.”  
 Dancer, Rozlynn Tone-
Pah-Hote, represented her 
Native American “Kiowa” 
(literally meaning “Kills by the 
Water”) tribe at International 
Night.  Rozlynn is known for 
dancing all over the United 
States and parts of Canada.  
She wore a handmade costume 

made of beads, feathers, 
embroidery, and lots of blue 
fabric.  A steady drum and 
dynamic vocal chanting pulsed 
through the PA system as 
Rozlynn danced – lots of very 
slow, deep knee bends similar 
to squats and lunges.  “It’s the 
ultimate workout,” said a very 
exhausted Rozlynn, “But it’s 
great to be able to represent 
one of the most unrecognized 
minorities on campus.”
 Even Sabrina Williams 
jumped up on stage to play 
acoustic guitar and sing 
“Lights” by Ellie Goulding.  
 “I was really pleased with 
the outcome of this year’s 
International Night Festival 
because we raised way more 
than we ever thought we 
would. Last year we raised 
around $300 for the Drops of 
Love Foundation, this year 
we raised over $700 for the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation,” 
Williams said.
 See additional photos on 
page 20.

Photo courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept./Sandi Yanisko
Students wore traditional garments representing their native countries.

Photo courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept./Sandi Yanisko
More than 30 countries were represented at the fourth annual 
International Festival held on April 16, 2013.

Photo courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept./Sandi Yanisko
The highlight of the festival was the array of ethnic food to sample.
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by Harris Risell
Montgazette Staff Writer

 The events that took place the weekend 
of May 4-5 at Montco’s first 12-hour dance 
marathon, Dance for Life, gave new meaning 
to Lewis Carroll’s dream of embracing the 
whimsy of youth despite time’s inevitable 
continuation. Inspired by his “Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland,” the occasion 
provided a much-needed escape from the 
stresses of approaching final exams and, 
for those leaving Montco, the next steps 
following graduation.
 However, fun and release were only by-
products to the long hours spent planning,
decorating, and executing the event. 
It was a collaborative effort made by 
student organizations including ACE Club, 
Environmental Club, Phi Theta Kappa, Honors 
Club, Student Government Association, and 
Adventure Club, as well as other volunteers 
and staff. Together, they all transformed the 
lower level of College Hall into a world that 
could only be conceived by people who are 
slightly mad.
 Their joint labor and money raised 
went directly toward cancer research at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. When 
asked the significance of such a donation, 
Early Childhood Education major, Beth 
Holleger, responded: “I lost my mother to 
cancer and I do not think anyone should have 
to live with that pain, especially a child.” Her 
words’ resonance is boundless indeed. To aid 
prevention and spark awareness of a tragedy 
that befalls so many is a feat worthwhile in 
any regard.
 Additionally, there existed a cooperative 
mindset among volunteers and participants 
throughout the event that was unexpectedly 
abundant. With henna stations, Smash 
Brothers tournaments, and live bands to 
complement the dancing, it was easy for 
everyone to open up. On the matter, Early 
Childhood Education major, Danielle Cole, 
commented that “attending a community 
college that really emphasizes the community 
aspect is wonderful in terms of bringing 

groups of people closer.” A special kind of 
wealth is certainly spread across individuals 
who can enjoy themselves for those who 
cannot do the same.
 As moments like these wind down, it 
is important to remember not to forget 
that the spirit of youth will remain a part 
of people indefinitely. Those modes of 
curiosity and exploration are what Carroll 
sought to reveal, CHOP desires to preserve, 

and Montco hopes to teach for generations 
to come.
 The end result of this fundraiser is a 
$1,500 check being delivered to Tess Allen, 
Coordinator Retail Cause Marketing and 
Children’s Miracle Network at Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia, earmarked for the 
cancer wing, thanks to the tireless efforts 
of Student Leadership and more than 100 
participants in the evening’s revelry.

Grinning Cats, Tea-time Hats, and 
Charity at College’s First Dance for Life

Photo courtesy of Sara Calcinore
  Student leadership volunteers from several organizations collaborated in the planning and 
orchestration of the inaugural Dance for Life fundraiser.

THE MONTGAZETTE IS SEEKING:

W R I T E R S  &  P H O T O G R A P H E R S
FOR THE FALL 2013 SEMESTER

EMAIL MONTGAZETTE@GMAIL.COM
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by Billie Bakhshi
Montgazette Editor-in-Chief

 Tracey Twitty was a 
15-year old high school 
sophomore and pregnant 
with her first child when she 
dropped out of school.
 With his signed 
permission, Tracey’s father 
allowed her to marry 
her newly graduated and 
newly enlisted high school 
sweetheart, Kevin, under 
very strict conditions: Kevin 
needed to complete basic 
training and obtain housing 
on base before Tracey was 
allowed to join him, which 
he did.
 In 1996, the couple 

began their married life 
in a succession of military 
bases from South Carolina 
to Georgia and Colorado.  
Finishing high school became 
less and less of a priority with 
each move. 
 “Why start?” Twitty would 
tell herself? “We’re just going 
to have to move again.”
 As their living 
arrangements changed, so did 
the size of their family, in quick 
succession. As a mother of 
five children, Tracey decided 
that returning to school wasn’t 
on the menu.
 “I didn’t need a degree,” 
she recalled. “I was content 
being a stay-at-home mom.”
 Only after returning to 

Montgomery County and 
placing her youngest in full-
day kindergarten did Tracey 
decided that now was the time 
to complete her education. 
 “You can only clean and 
organize your home so much,” 
she says.
 Thoughts of doing more 
led to a meeting with Ray 
Ricketts from Montgomery 
County Community College’s 
Continuing Education and 
GED program at West Campus.
 “Ray immediately relieved 
my stress,” says Tracey, 
adding that she initially felt 
shame for having dropped out 
of school in tenth grade, and

Continued on page 13.

Graduating Mom Finds Her Way
Mother-of-five MCCC graduate Tracey Twitty will join her classmates at Commencement on May 23.

Information Sessions 
on Your  Schedule

• Online: Tuesdays, Noon-1 p.m.

• On-site:   Fridays, 9 a.m.-Noon
Second Wednesday 
of the month, 4-7 p.m.

The one with the bachelor’s 
degree earns 183% more 

than the one without.* be theONE

goodwin.drexel.edu
888-679-7966

Complete your degree at Drexel University and be more marketable 
in the workplace, more valuable to an employer and more successful 
in ful� lling your personal and professional goals. For busy adults with 
the motivation to succeed, Drexel’s Goodwin College of Professional 
Studies offers undergraduate degree and degree-completion programs 
and professional, credit-bearing certi� cates online, in the evening and 
on Saturdays.

Work leading-edge learning into your life with � exible, 
affordable degree and certi� cate programs. Evening and 
Saturday courses offered at Drexel’s part-time tuition rate.

* www.USNews.com, The College Solution, 2010

ENROLL NOW!

Part-time undergraduate degree 
completion programs

•  Communications and Applied Technology

•  Computing and Security Technology 

• Construction Management

• Engineering Technology

•  General Studies with Business Minor

• Professional Studies

• Property Management 
  (New Full-Time Day Program)

• Teacher Education (Pre-K – 4)

To learn more about all 
Goodwin College programs, 
visit our website.

Photo courtesy of Tracey Twitty
Parents and MCCC students Tracey and Kevin Twitty with
children  Karen,16; Kevin,15; Kyle,14; Kalvin,13; and Keith, 10.
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Gateway to College Offers Second Chance for 
High School Dropouts and At-Risk Students

by Julia Tasca 
Montgazette Staff Writer

 Each year, 1.3 million students 
drop out of high school -- roughly 25 
percent of each senior class in the 
United States. 
 Those numbers are from 
Gateway to College, a program 
that provides dropouts and at-risk 
students with another chance to earn 
not only their high school diploma 
but also college credits. 
   This year MCCC has been given 
$325,000 by Gateway to College 
National Network to launch a Gateway 
program in Montgomery County.   
 “Colleges like MCCC are 
chosen [for Gateway to College] 
because of their commitment and 
mission to providing early college 
high school initiatives,” says Keima 
Sherif f, Director of Gateway to 

College for MCCC.  
 The Gateway program was created 
in Portland, OR, in 2000 in order to 
assist high school students who were 
not on a timely track to graduate.  Since 
then, Gateway to College National 
Network has been able to expand from 
one school in Portland to “43 colleges 
in 23 states partnering with more than 
125 school districts,” as read on http://
www.gatewaytocollege.org
 Students who undergo the 
Gateway to College program 
have been proven to show better 
attendance, a greater sense of 
connection with peers and faculty, and 
improved academic performance.
 Sheriff explains that there are 
five “Essential Elements and Core 
Commitments” integrated into the 
student’s curriculum by the Gateway 
to College National Network and 
partnered school districts – Significant 

Dual Credit, Sustainable Partnerships, 
Holistic Student Support, innovative 
teaching and learning, and intentional 
collaboration.  
 “The first semester is called the 
‘foundation term.’  We put [students] 
in small learning communities and 
teach them basic skills including 
math, reading, writing, and adapting 
in a college environment.  After 
the foundation term, the students 
are dispersed into regular college 
classes,” says Sheriff.  Students will 
also be given the skills to become 
“lifelong learners.”
 “Support Specialists provide 
students with the support they need to 
achieve balance between the demands 
of their new academic lives with their 
family and social life responsibilities. 
They help the students develop adaptive 
skills to complete the program,” Sheriff 
said.  She continues that it is extremely 

important for the Gateway staff to 
thoroughly understand each student’s 
specific need in order for the student 
to be successful in the program – the 
ultimate goal being to provide a more 
relatable environment in which the 
student can flourish. 
 MCCC and surrounding school 
districts have developed partnerships 
to provide an alternative education for 
students to become successful high 
school graduates.
 Sheriff comments, “Gateway 
to College is a second chance for 
students to complete high school 
while earning college credits towards 
their future career. Where they 
couldn’t find success before, they 
can absolutely find it here.  These 
students may need a little more 
guidance in opening the right door 
this time – we’re just here to help 
them find the keys to those locks.”
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Walking With Heroes
by Susie Guhm

Montgazette Staff Writer

 Come join and support the 
Montgomery County Community 
College student veterans as they 
participate in the Fifth Annual Hero 
Walk on June 8, an event that raises 
awareness of military veterans 
across Pennsylvania and has, to 
date, raised $300,000 to help injured 
veterans through the Wounded 
Warrior Project.    

What is the Heroes Walk?
 The Pa. Hero Walk started with 
Al Pulice, a grocery store manager 
in Kiski Valley in southwestern 
Pennsylvania who observed one of 
his employees honoring a uniformed 
soldier by paying for his photo 
developing. Pulice, inspired by the 
employee’s kindness, began hosting 
a luncheon for veterans in the large 
cafeteria in his store. Pulice was also 
inspired by Jeremy Feldbusch, who 
was blinded while serving in Iraq 
in 2003 and later became the first 
spokesperson for Wounded Warrior 
Project, a program that supplies 
adaptive equipment and services to 
wounded combat veterans.

Where can you participate?
 All are welcome to join the Pa. Hero 
Walk and support veterans on June 8 
at the Trinity Lutheran Church, 1000 
W. Main Street, Lansdale. Registration 
and T-shirt distribution will be available 

from 8:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. The one-hour 
walk begins at 10:30 a.m. A donation of 
$20 per person covers the registration 
fee and will benefit the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

Day of Event:
Veterans and other supporters will 
continue walking for 320 miles – for a 
full 14 days from June 9 to June 22 on 
Route 30, following the basic route that 
English General John Forbes travelled, 
leading colonial and British regular 
troops in 1758 from Carlisle, Pa., to the 
present site of Pittsburgh.

Are there other ways to help?
Members of the MCCC Veterans 
Club are selling T-shirts, sweatshirts 
(hoodies), golf shirts, ball caps, pins, 
bracelets and other items at the Blue 
Bell campus to raise money for the 
Wounded Warrior Project. These 
items are available at the Veterans 
Resource Center located in 202 House, 
adjacent to the Art Barn on the Blue 
Bell Campus. 

Want to get involved with the MCCC 
Veteran’s Club?
 It meets 12:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday at 202 House. To join the 
club, or support the Pa. Hero Walk, 
contact Brent Worthington via e-mail: 
paramedic.worthington@gmail.com
Additional information about the Pa. 
Hero Walk can be found at: http://
paherowalk.org or http://www.
woundedwarriorproject.org.

Quit Smoking!
Get Help by Calling: 215–641–6606
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CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES

and

GOOD LUCK IN YOUR 
FUTURE ENDEAVORS

from the staff and advisors of The Montgazette
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To learn more, call 215.361.3514

DeSales University’s  ACCESS Program  
at the Lansdale Area Campus 
• Easily Transferred MCCC Credits     
• 8 Week Sessions 
• 10 Start Dates Throughout the Year
• Special Tuition Rates  
• Tuition Deferment & Financial Aid
• Classes Meet One Night Per Week
• Online Courses Available

Danielle Misialek
ACCESS  

www.desales.edu/access
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Fracking: The Future of Energy 
or an Environmental Disaster?

by Julia Tasca
Montgazette Staff Writer

 While many citizens 
condemn the procedure of 
hydraulic fracturing, there 
are many who believe shale 
gas and oil will prove a boon 
to Pennsylvania’s economy 
and result in the United States 
relying less on imported fuels.
 Hydraulic fracturing, 
commonly known as fracking, 
uses sand, pressurized 
water and chemicals to 
release trapped natural gas 
from rock formations. The 
Marcellus shale formation 
that underlies two-thirds of 
Pennsylvania as well as parts 
of New York, Maryland, 

Ohio and West Virginia, 
holds massive supplies of 
natural gas, according to the 
Marcellus Shale Coalition, a 
trade organization. Another 
formation in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania called the Utica 
shale contains a rich supply 
of oil that can be obtained 
through horizontal drilling 
and fracking, the trade 
organization reports.
 Dr. David Brookstein,  
Montgomery County 
Community College’s Dean 
for Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics, 
provided many upsides of the 
drilling method during his Earth 
Day presentation, “Alternative 
Fuel Vehicles: Environmental 

Opportunities and Challenges.”  
 Petroleum supplies are 
rapidly depleting, Brookstein 
says, noting that more than 
one-third of the nation’s energy 
needs are met by imported 
petroleum. But methane 
or natural gas, however, is 
cheaper to produce than any 
other automotive fuel because 
it’s domestically obtained and 
in large supplies, he says. 
 “While there is still much 
to be done with regard to the 
environmental impact due 
to gas well drilling, there are 
positive environmental benefits 
to substituting natural gas for 
coal and gasoline,” Brookstein 
says. “These include reduction 
of carbon dioxide emissions 

by 25 percent, roughly 20 
to 45 percent less smog-
producing pollutants, emission 
of fewer toxic and carcinogenic 
pollutants, and about five to 
nine percent less greenhouse 
gas emissions.”
 But fracking has a large 
supply of critics, among them 
documentary filmmaker 
Josh Fox, who gave his own 
Earth Day presentation at 
MCCC, following a screening 
of his 2010, Oscar-nominated 
documentary “Gasland.”
 “Fracking is the biggest 
environmental issue facing 
Pennsylvania and New York 
today,” Fox said during 
his appearance at Central 
Campus on April 30. “It is 

literally an issue of life and 
death for some people.”
 Natural gas production in 
Pennsylvania’s Marcellus shale 
region, which runs across the 
southwestern, central and 
northeastern parts of the state, 
was at a record high in 2012, 
up nearly 70 percent over 2011 
production levels, according 
to the state Department of 
Environmental Protection. 
Many wells have been 
completed but not switched 
on to deliver gas because the 
state’s relatively new industry 
is working to build pipelines 
and distribution networks to 
handle the gas.

Continued on Page 19. 

Get a complete list of summer courses:
sage.cedarcrest.edu/summer
610-740-3770

Have you started planning 
your summer yet?

Here are the top five reasons 
you should take a class at Cedar 
Crest College this summer:

  5... Stay on track for graduation
  4... Enjoy small class sizes
  3... Lighten your course load in the
         fall semester
  2... Stay up to date with your online

         class even while traveling

And the number 1 reason to 
take a class this summer is…  
   Because you can!

POWER OF FLEXIBILITY
With the Fox Online Bachelor of 
Business Administration program, 
complete your degree with the 
same experience of a traditional 
Fox classroom—minus the room.

DISCOVER THE POWER OF FOX®

www.fox.temple.edu/transfer

Fox proudly participates in 
the Yellow Ribbon program. 

BBA
Online

Bachelor of Business Administration
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Apply now for classes starting March, May or August 2013.
Concentrations available in:

Health Services Administration  •  Community Health Education

Affordable...convenient...accelerated class schedule
• Classes held evenings and Saturdays in Center City, Philadelphia

• Transfer in with your associate degree or 60 credits and finish in 2 years!

E a s t  s t r o u d s b u r g  u n i v E r s i t y  o f  P E n n s y l v a n i a

Complete your Bachelor’s Degree in Public Health with ESU in Philadelphia!

Call our Extended Learning Admission Coordinator today to schedule an appointment:
Contact Millie at 610-419-2516 • mroman@esu.edu or visit esu.edu/philadelphia.
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by Matthew Mitlas
Montgazette Staff Writer

 Summer is a time of freedom and opportunity. Many students 
occupy their newly opened schedules with vacations, money-making 
opportunities, and time spent with friends. To receive the most out of 
your summer vacation, the mind, body, and especially the heart, should 
find a balance between expansion and contraction; giving and receiving. 
In Yoga, forward and backward bending postures are practiced to 
cultivate this openness. 
 Remaining open is a term used to describe your openness to any 
and all possibilities within your intention. If we are not open, we are 
closed–that is to say, limited in our own beliefs and therefore limited to 
one perspective of life. When our hearts and minds are open, we are in 
a constant state of mindfully giving and receiving, which is what Yogic 
back bends and forward bends help us to do. 
 This simple sequence, known as cat/cow, will help you practice 
these concepts:
1. Begin on your hands and knees. Tuck your toes under and hug  our 

legs and arms together to connect to core strength.
2. Breathing in, melt your torso towards the floor as you lift your heart 

and sacrum to the sky. In this backbend, allow yourself to be open 
as you enjoy the outward expansion, surrendering to all possibility. 

3. Breathing out, your mid-back reaches to the sky as your belly 
curves in, your forehead moving towards your chest.—-In this 
forward bend, absorb all that you received from your back bend. 
Give thanks to yourself for practicing.

4. Repeat this sequence of cat/cow postures.
These two simple postures are never the same. Aware of our 

constantly changing circumstances, we can use the practice of Yoga to 
remain steady in ourselves, giving and receiving. Cat/cow will help us 
to do so.
 If you are interested in learning more forward and backward 
bending poses, research the following on the internet. Here are a few 
postures:
• Cobra pose
• Child’s pose
• Bridge pose
• Head to knee pose
 If you would like to practice these poses with yoga teachers, you 
can join the MC3 Yoga club, offering free yoga classes to beginning and 
experienced students and faculty twice a week. 

LI
FE

ST
YL

E
The Student Yogi

For more information about yoga or if you would like to participate in free 
yoga classes led by Connie Miller with the upcoming Montco Yoga Club, 
contact Matthew Mitlas at mmitlas2394@students.mc3.edu.

Photo by Billie Bakhshi
Practicing yoga positions, like the cat/cow poses, helps to cultivate an 
open attitude.

A Monthly Column

Expand into Summer!
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Twitty Family
Continued from page 5.

began having Math anxiety. 
Ricketts assured her not to 
worry, telling her not to worry. 
“It’s OK. We’ll get you there,” 
he said. 
 Tracey did get there. In 
time, she earned her GED. 
Ricketts was the first to give 
her the good news. 
 “He said, you missed your 
first graduation, you have to 
do this,” Tracey recalled. 
 For his part, Ricketts 
recalled that Tracey 
showed plenty of pride and 
determination during her 
GED classes, and wasn’t afraid 
to ask for help. 
 “Tracey would say, ‘Mr. 
Ricketts can I have some 
homework for that particular 
subject.’ She influenced the 
entire classroom with her 
positive … ‘I-am-going-to-pass-
the-GED-test attitude. She 
truly made my job easier.”
After earning her GED, 
Tracey said she was ready to 
tackle college. 
 “Success is contagious,” 

she says. 
 She and her husband 
moved to South Carolina, 
where Tracey enrolled at the 
university of South Carolina, 
and earned her associate’s 
degree in science.
 Then the couple returned 
to Montgomery County, 
where Tracey enrolled at 
MCCC and trained to be a 
medical assistant. 
 Just days before beginning  
her first semester at MCCC, 
Tracey’s father, Floyd, fell ill. 
She was no stranger to medical 
scares (Tracey was seven 
when her mother, Sandra, 
received a pacemaker).
 He was treated for a 
heart attack but something 
still wasn’t right, she recalled. 
The family later found out that 
Floyd had an aortic aneurysm, 
a weakness in the wall of the 
main valve leading from his 
heart. It was something that 
could potentially burst, killing 
him instantly.
 Tracey spent many 
hours that semester taking 
her father back and forth 
from appointments with 

specialists at the hospital 
of the University of 
Pennsylvania. Tracey’s father 
had heart-repair surgery 
while she was in her second 
semester at MCCC. But 
he suffered complications, 
including becoming septic 
post-surgery and suffering 
a bowel protrusion and 
discovering that he had a 
mass on his right kidney.
 Tracey credits her tight-
knit family for her successes. 
She credits her parents 
with helping to make her 
responsible and strong.
 “My parents were of the 
you-make-your-bed-now-sleep-
in-it philosophy. They taught 
me to be accountable.” 
 The Twitty children are in 
on it, too: Karen, 16; Kevin, 15; 
Kyle, 14; Kalvin, 13; and Keith, 
10, all help out with chores, 
and know what their assigned 
jobs are.
 “Organization is so 
important,” says Tracey. 
“Being disorganized makes 
every task so much more 
dif ficult.” The Twittys even 
organized their showers 

”There’s seven of us, and one 
hot water heater! The kids 
know that they need to start 
taking their showers and 
5 p.m, lay out their school 
clothes and bring me any 
papers they need signed for 
school.” Tracey’s kids even 
help her study. “They grab 
my flashcards and quiz me 
all the time,” says Tracey. 
 “And my husband...he’s 
so supportive, and has been 
known to take my glasses off 
of my face and computer out of 
my lap when I fall asleep when 
I am studying, and this is after 
he works full-time, is a full-time 
dad, and is a part-time MCCC 
student himself, majoring in 
computer engineering.”
 Tracey also credits Robin 
Cavello, an instructor in the 
MCCC Medical Assistant 
Program. “Everyone needs a 
Robin,” Tracey says, calling 
her “remarkable.”
 “She just goes above and 
beyond by helping with test 
anxiety by putting on happy 
music, and bringing in candy. 
She gives over her own time 
to go over materials again, 

and makes study guides. She 
understands that life happens 
and wants to see you succeed.”
 When asked what she 
would tell other moms who 
are thinking about returning 
to school, Tracey said: “If you 
think that stay-at-home moms 
can’t go back and succeed, 
that’s a misconception. Some 
people feel like they can only 
do one job good...and that 
you should do that and be 
the best mom you can be, 
and make your family happy. 
You feel guilty about taking 
time away from your kids and 
your family. But my husband 
said to me, ‘without you, 
we are nothing. If you go to 
school and are happy, we are 
happy.’”  
This month, in addition to 
celebrating Mother’s Day, 
the family will watch Tracey 
graduate from MCCC, an 
event that will bring pride to 
daughter Karen.
 “I am so proud of you!” she 
said. “I am so glad that you’re 
not just trying, but achieving 
your goals!”
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26th Annual Writers’ Club
Poetry and Fiction Contest Winners

Student Winners

Poetry

1st place
“Crossfade”
by Josh Ecker

2nd place
“Midnight Basketball 
by Christopher Maleney

3rd place
“Strength of a Woman”
by Claudette Graham

4th place
“Ashes”
by Rudy Koestel

Honorable Mention
“Inherited Flaw”
by Samantha Kehoe 

Fiction

1st place
“The Aisling”
 by Christopher Maleney  

2nd place
“Skin”
by Julia Linde

3rd place
“Americana”
by Josh Ecker  

4th place
“Self-Murderers”
by Jasmine Baez  

Honorable Mention
“The Baby Named Samantha”
by James Cramer 

Community Winners
 
Poetry

1st place
“The Curse that Tells the Truth”
by Beth Moulton  

2nd place
“The Shopping Cart’s Tale” 
by Miriam Parker

3rd place
“DLC”
by Frank Wolfe  

4th place
“Close to the Shore”
by Christine McAllister  

Honorable Mention
“Life Cycle”
by Allen Robertson   

Fiction

1st place
“A Time For Love”
by Linda Barrett

2nd place
“Sinkholes”
by Beth Moulton

3rd place
“Lines”
by Jeanette Perosa  

4th place
“Dad”
by Douglas Pollock  

Honorable Mention
“Cascade”
by Jeffrey Zschunke

1st place Poetry
“Crossfade”
by Josh Ecker

From my desk of
knobs and switches
my sea of tangled wires,
I felt the pulse
of 200 bodies refracting
like a heat wave.

Limp hands whipped around
on outstretched arms
as the tremoring bass
bounced from floor to body
And the snare punched into ear drums
like cabin pressure.

In the dark we felt
the warmth
of ultraviolet synths
soothing our skin
like sunlight.

Swelling with the crescendo,
we crashed into cadence
that carried us
through the rising cloud
of steam.

With a crossfade,
the hi-hats fell to a hiss,
the kick melted
into a distant thump,
and the music faded
as we landed and moved on
to something new.

1st place Fiction
“The Aisling”
by Christopher Maleney

 It had been promising rain all 
day-80 percent, the weatherman had 
said-so it was no surprise when, at 
eleven that evening, the sky opened 
and the rain burst forth like starting-
gate horses. I first heard the rain 
as it pounded on the roof of Light 
Booth, a dingy little music club on 
the periphery of Chinatown where 
the solo project of the frontman of 
my favorite band had chosen to play. 
The last notes of a clattering rock 
‘n’ roll song came to a loud, sudden 
finish, and, in the pause as the crowd 
and band and music and lights slowly 
stopped moving, we heard it.
 The rain sounded to me like a 
drum tattoo of the gods on high, and 
the singer must have felt it too, “Hear 
that?” He asked the hundred-some 
groundlings before him with a large 
grin, “that’s Odin applauding your 
offering.”
 I could, in that second, believe 
that some forgotten deity was 
watching us with pride, and had 
sent the rain as thanks. “A concert,” 
I asked my cousin, standing next to 
me, “is just as good as a battle, right?”
 He grinned and made to reply, 
but a sudden explosion of feedback 
drowned any potential speech, 
threw us into an eruption of dancing, 
fighting, kicking anger and energy, 
and drove any thoughts of gods from 
my mind.

Continued on page 15.

The MCCC Writers Club Writers Contest recognizes the brightest new writing 
talent within the student body and local community.

Like the Arts?
mc3.edu/livelyarts
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The Aisling
Continued from page 14. 
 
 The angry smack of rain kept up tempo with 
the music, until the music gave up after ten short 
minutes of battle. The musicians retreated to 
backstage, and our applause and cheers mingled 
with the rain as the lights came up. The mob slowly 
shuffled out into the rain, dashing for cars and taxis 
if they were near, turning up collars or opening 
umbrellas if they had further to go.
 I stood in the slowly emptying foyer with my 
cousin, watching people go by, and listening to short 
indistinct bursts of conversation.
      “...so she says to me...”
      “...when he climbed up on the...”
      “...good to finally meet you...”
      “...it was so f****** intense...”
      “...my lip is bleeding...”
 My cousin  was on the phone with his mother, 
calling to tell her we were done and she could pick 
us up now. His conversation was short and intense, 
and when he was done he said, “She won’t be here 
for an hour at least.”
 “Shit,” I muttered, “what do you want to do?”
 Around us the lobby had mostly emptied, leaving 
us in an almost deserted foyer, styled to look Victorian. 
Outside, the dark night waited with cool Spring rain, 
already gathering in pools on the sidewalk.
 “There’s a Wawa ‘round the corner, you 
hungry?” James asked.
 “Sure,” I replied.
 We opened the doors and stepped into the night. 
The rain waited, greeting usas soon as we stepped 
out. It was warm, and two teenagers rarely fear the 
rain or the city, but we walked quickly nevertheless.
 Around us, the night-time Chinatown 
glimmered, casting a distortion into the night. The 
few who shared the wide sidewalk with use ran with 
their shoulders hunched.
 I turned my face up as we walked, letting the rain 
beat on my face. I felt strange-there was a curious 
buzzing at the edge of my senses, but I chalked it up 
to the loud concert.
 We arrived at the corner store and stepped into 
the fluorescent white room. Chips and drinks were 
selected and paid for in a timely fashion. The rain 
still slashed down when we exited the store, turning 
sideways at the beckon of the wind, so James and I 
stood under a little overhang and discussed what to 
do. I was all for waiting in the store, but my cousin 
made the point that if we weren’t by the Light 
Booth when his mother arrived, she would panic. I 
acquiesced, and we walked back.
 In the dark and the rain, the images I saw took 
on an aspect of the unknown. If the cars I saw in 

the street were driven by demons or people, if faves 
from far away were ghosts of my past, or if those 
that passed us were faeries or girls, I didn’t know.
 My cousin’s voice ripped me from fantasy, 
“wanna stop here?” He indicated towards a dry 
doorstep to an apartment complex. It didn’t look 
comfortable, but it was across the street and out of 
the rain, so I agreed and we sat.
 The city around us turned, not noticing two intruders 
on the doorstep, refugees from the night and rain.
 “Do you ever,” I asked, “see things that aren’t 
there?”
 “Sometimes,” he replied, with a far away look, 
his bottle of iced tea hanging precariously between 
his fingers, “sometimes I imagine faces I’ve never 
seen.”
 I shifted on the cold stone, uncomfortable from 
every angle. I looked over at him. My cousin James 
was a ragamuffin, and looked the part. He had long, 
dirty-blond hair, more dirty than blonde. His leather 
jacket had been beaten and worn by more than a 
dozen previous owners. His jeans were faded and 
frayed from too long without replacement. James 
had a penchant for staring into oblivion, which he 
was doing right now.
 “What are you thinking about?” I asked him.
 He stirred and shook himself, looking up to the 
sky, “This and that.”
 “That’s no answer.”
 “Oh,” he said, and I let the matter drop.
 The noises of the city are often indistinct in 
their immensity- car horns and bank alarms mingle 
in the mind with the murmur of voices and traffic to 
all sounds alike, but the footsteps approaching us 
echoed like nothing else.
 The owner of the feet was an old man with long 
gray hair and an equal,y long, equally gray beard. 
He wore a long coat and a dark hat that folded over 
his left eye. He walked by himself, not a care for the 
rain, staring up at the sky.
 I regret to say that I withdrew from him out 
of fear, but my cousin was braver, replying in the 
affirmative when the man asked us in a throaty 
growl if we believed in magic.
 The man stared us each with his penetrating, 
icy-blue eye. My body screamed to turn away, 
but I knew, somehow, that I shouldn’t. After a 
minute, it seemed we had passed some unknown 
test, and he growled “ We’ll then, would you like 
to see some?”
 “Alright,” James said with a grin.
 “It will require two coins.”
 My cousin dug out two quarters and handed 
them over. He told me later that he expected the 
man to run off with them, and I did too, but he didn’t. 
Instead, he stood before us, rain beating down 

around him, with a coin in each hand, weighing 
them, considering each, fingering their edges and 
thumbing each side.
 “Very good,” he said after a moment of 
consideration, “it is well. Stand up.” We put down 
our drinks and stood up to face him. I felt the same 
buzzing from before, only more distinct. I dug a 
finger in my ear, but it didn’t change anything.
 “You alright?” James asked. He and the man 
stood looking at me, James with concern, the man 
with consideration.
 “Fine,” I lied, “just the concert feedback.”
 A wind blew down the street, cold for mid-April. 
I closed my jacket about me and shivered.
 “Time was,”our new companion growled, 
“that this world knew about us. Now, everything is 
forgotten. It always happens, though; all the secrets 
of this world are lost to man, but I will reveal one to 
you. I have one coin in each hand. Each if you must 
take one.”
 I was hesitant, was he totally mad? But I followed 
my cousin’s action and took the old man’s hand.
 His voice changed, no more a growl, it became 
a regal sound that echoed with a chorus of other 
voices. I cannot recall what he said, but it was five 
short words that I didn’t understand.
 I was above the city. I saw it shine. I saw it 
burn. I saw it wither and die. I saw it’s lights go 
out, one by one. Saw the wolves and winds howl 
in. Saw the corruption and filth take hold in the 
minds of men. Saw my love, my family, my friends 
spill each other’s blood and mine. Saw the gates 
of hell open in the heart of the city. Saw madness 
and mania. Saw fear and fighting. Saw all holiness 
trampled upon, all good perverted. I lived a million 
lives, all short.
 Somewhere in there, I saw love and hope and a 
small, shivering chance.
 I opened my eyes and breathed in. I was on 
a stone porch, sipping soda from a glass bottle. 
I looked over and my cousin sat next to me. Still 
there, still blonde. There was something hard in my 
one hand; I opened it to find a quarter staring up at 
me, but with it’s markings worn down to a smooth, 
flat surface.
 The rain was gone. The man was gone, too, but 
our ride was there to take us home. On the trip out if 
the city, I laid in the backseat, thumbing the quarter 
and staring out the window as the city rolled away. 
My mind reverberated in and out if focus, letting the 
sodium street lights cast a sepia tint on the world. I 
felt the voice of the old man echoing two sentences 
through my mind, but I didn’t know what the words 
were until I found myself mouthing something to 
myself a long while later.
 “All of this will happen. All of this is coming.”
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Dear College Community—

Every day the Gay and Lesbian community around our country are organizing for their rights.

To support the LGBTQA community’s rights, our Student Government Associations and Gay-Straight Alliance have organized 
several programs such as Spirit Day, which is a response to young people who have taken their lives, the Anti-Bullying (NOH8) 
Campaign, Hate 2 Hope Event, Trans Visibility Week, and the Equality Prom. In addition, our students have attended several 
national LGBTQIA conferences. This year we are trying to bring back a College-wide “Safe Spaces’’ Program to reinforce our 
College’s commitment towards anti-bullying of LGBTQIA students, as well as all minority groups.

By creating the Safe Spaces program at the College, we are providing an open and accepting environment for all students. 
Safe Spaces is a program that supports all students by providing a safe place to come and discuss any issues an individual 
may be facing, especially those individuals in the LGBTQA community. Our Student Government’s and Gay Straight Alliance 
believes that students, who know they are in a safe environment to speak openly about their gender and sexual orientation, 
will feel more comfortable to participate in class discussions, engage themselves in the College community, and reduce fears 
they may have for their personal safety. Any staff or faculty member of the College community, who agrees to attend the Safe 
Spaces training, will receive a sticker to place on their office door to symbolize their support of this initiative.

As student leaders, we are very proud and delighted to have MCCC faculty and staff as our mentors. You constantly inspire us to 
be good human beings, and inspire us to do something significant for the community. You provide us with the encouragement to 
be the voice of any unprivileged group, and you motivate us to stand up against any kind of social injustice. Creation of the Safe 
Spaces program would be an important step in creating a respectful and tolerant community at both central and West campus.

On the behalf of all the many LGBTQIA students at Montgomery County Community College, we, the SGA and GSA, ask for 
your commitment and participation in the Safe Spaces Training that will take place at the beginning of the Fall 2013 semester. 
Chris Coia, Director of Student Leadership and Involvement, Student Government and the Gay-Straight Alliance are working 
together on the training schedule and resource documents. As soon as the dates are set, we will communicate further details. 
Please send Chris Coia (ccoia@mc3.edu) an email regarding your willingness to participate in the Safe Spaces program so 
that we are able to plan our training and resources accordingly.

Sincerely,

Abu E. Chowdhury, President of Student Government Association (Central Campus, 2012-13)

Shanae Roberts, President of Student Government Association (West Campus, 2012-13)

Jeremiah Garcia, President of Student Government Association (Central Campus, 2013-14)

Margaret Kanter, President of Student Government Association (West Campus, 2013-14)

Letter to the Editor
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Do you have what it takes
to be the mascot?

Sign up to join our mascot crew!

REQUIREMENTS

MCCC Student, Faculty or Staff Member

Height: 5’7 — 6’4

Positive attitude and great school spirit

Endurance for heat and long stretches of activity

Willingness to go through Mascot Training Camp

Contact athletics at: athletics@mc3.edu.

DISCOVER
the scientific equation for career success

If you’re ready to transfer and love science, there’s no better place to take your 

passion to the next level than University of the Sciences. This isn’t just another 

university, it’s an institution known for placing graduates in prestigious, highly 

rewarding positions in the science and healthcare fields. So instead of just getting a 

degree, you graduate with a career, making good money, and doing what you love. 

Where healthcare and science converge.

To learn more about USciences  
and your potential for transfer  
scholarships, visit 
usciences.edu/montgazette.

C
this ad?

Of course you do!

...and so do thousands of others!

For advertising info:
email montgazette@gmail.com or call 215-461-1143
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Fracking
Continued from page 10.

 During hydraulic fracturing, over 
596 identified chemicals are injected 
deep into the Earth’s surface in order to 
extract the gas, Fox maintains. He adds 
these chemicals seep into freshwater 
wells, contaminating drinking water 
supplies within close proximity to the 
drilling site. 
 “Three-fourths of Pennsylvania 
is a target drill area located on top 
of the Marcellus Shale,” Fox told the 
Montco audience. “You all are lucky 
to be living in [Philadelphia], a non-
target drilling area.”
 The oil and natural gas industry, 
however, maintains fracking occurs 
deeper than freshwater supplies and 
that industry drilling practices are 
environmentally safe and prevent any 
fuels from seeping into drinking water.
 “Gasland” recounts the numerous 
people affected by fracking in 
Pennsylvania and out west over the last 
few years.  An oft-referenced scene in 
the movie shows a man from Colorado 
lighting his tap water on fire because 

natural gas had seeped into his well 
water; other people featured in the 
movie reported they had developed 
cancers, suffered respiratory issues 
and faced death. 
 “Gasland” has its share of 
detractors, including the oil and gas 
industry. A Google search produces 
many critical websites, the first being 
American’s Natural Gas Alliance, 
which states the movie’s “signature 
scene,” the burning tap water, was 
not due to fracking. There is also a 
documentary out called “Truthland” 
that reports to tell the truth about 
natural gas drilling as well as dispel the 
problems with the Fox documentary. 
“Truthland” was financed by the 
pro-industry group Independent 
Petroleum Association of America. 
 Families from Susquehanna 
County, about 130 miles from 
Montgomery County, suffered the 
very illnesses addressed in “Gasland,” 
says Fox. Well water linked to citizens’ 
faucets contained mud-like sediment, 
would bubble and fizz, and could be 
set on fire.  Both domesticated and 
feral animals suffered from rapid hair 

and weight loss, vomiting, and overall 
lethargy, he says.  
 “We want the gas company to 
leave our area,” says Susquehanna 
County resident Tammy Manning 
in an interview with reporter Susan 
Philips of State Impact Pennsylvania, 
a news website operated by Public 
Broadcasting stations WITF in 
Harrisburg, WHYY in Philadelphia 
and National Public Radio in 
Washington, D.C. “I just feel like 
in 20 years, instead of going to war 
over oil, we’ll go to war over water.”
 But when the state came to test 
the alleged contaminated water in 
Susquehanna County, it concluded 
that there was nothing wrong with 
drinking it.  
 “Go ahead then,” said one 
Susquehanna County resident, “Drink 
it.”  The official would not drink.  
There are nearly 9,000 natural gas wells 
in Pennsylvania, the majority of them 
in the northeastern and southwestern 
parts of the state. More than one-third 
of the wells are in Bradford and Tioga 
counties, according to data from State 
Impact Pennsylvania.  

 On April 29, the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental 
Protection concluded from a 16-month-
long study that gas drilling had nothing 
to do with gas contamination of private 
wells in Susquehanna County.  
 State Department of Environmental 
Protection spokeswoman Colleen 
Connolly says that research collected 
from the study shows that the gas 
samples taken from private water 
wells are not from Marcellus shale 
gas extraction. Additionally, the water 
in Susquehanna County has been 
historically proven to contain naturally 
elevated levels of methane, chlorides, 
and TDS (total dissolved solids), the 
DEP reported.
“Seventy-eight percent of wells in 
Susquehanna County have measurable 
methane unrelated to drilling….You 
can drill and not have water quality 
issues,” says David Yoxtheimer, a Penn 
State hydrogeologist, told Philips of 
State Impact Pennsylvania.   
 This summer, Josh Fox will be 
premiering “Gasland 2” on HBO.  It will 
show how little has changed since the 
release of “Gasland” in 2010, he says. 
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Dance for Life
See article on page 4 for details.

Photos courtesy of Sara Calcinore


