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By Carlos Gordon
The Montgazette

 It happened one Sunday evening 
a few years ago on the basketball 
court at Montgomery County 
Community College. 
 A man in his 30s complained 
he was out of breath from playing a 
pickup game with his friends. They 
suggested he sit down and take a 
break.
 Fifteen minutes later, his 
friends checked on him and they 
found him unresponsive.
 They contacted the Montgomery 
County Community College 
Department of Public Safety. 
 Public Safety Officer Frank 
McCutcheon arrived, called 
911, started cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR), and then used 
the automated external defibrillator 
(AED). Soon, an ambulance crew 
arrived and took over. 
 Grace Ann Spena, the college’s 
director of Health and Wellness 
Initiatives, recalled the incident as 
one of two medical emergencies that 
involved CPR and an AED on campus 
at Montco. The other involved a staff 
member, she said.  
 In both incidents, the patients 
later died at the hospital. Even so, 
the feedback from emergency room 
doctors indicated that the early start 
of CPR plus the early use of the AED 
provided both individuals with the 
best possible chance of survival. 
Both victims already had significant, 
underlying medical conditions that 
contributed to their death, Spena said.
 According to the American Heart 
Association, 70 percent of Americans 
do not know how to perform CPR. 
Additionally, the association says 88 
percent of cardiac arrests happen in 

the home. 
 The Heart Association reports 
that 383,000 out-of-hospital sudden 
cardiac arrests occur each year. 
Many victims appear healthy with 
no known heart disease or other risk 
factors. Sudden cardiac arrest occurs 
when electrical impulses in the heart 
become rapid or chaotic, which 
causes the heart to stop beating. 
 Spena, a registered nurse, said 
the community college offers training 
in CPR through the safety and first 
aid course. She also said the college 
offers five degree programs that 
require students to know CPR, AED 
and first aid. They include nursing, 
medical assisting, medical laboratory 
technician, radiology technology and 
surgical technology. 
 “Since 2009, over 300 staff and 
faculty members have been trained in 
CPR and the use of the defibrillator 
between both campuses,” said Spena. 
The college also has plans to make 
training classes available to faculty, 
she added.
 The AEDs have been available 
for campus emergencies since 1999. 
According to Spena, the community 
college was the first in the area to 
deploy the defibrillators at both of 
its campuses. 
 While most colleges and 
universities surveyed at the time 
did not feel the need to develop an 
AED program, MCCC recognized 
the potential for sudden cardiac 
emergencies among its diverse 
population of students, staff, faculty 
and visitors on campus, Spena said.
 

Continued on Page 9.

CPR, AED Stressed
in Montco Health Courses

Photo courtesy of Linda Quinby

Montco safety and first aid class students Kelsee Gagliana and Bridget Sutcliffe 
demonstrate CPR on dummies during a Nov. 29 training exercise.  
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By Billie Bakhshi
The Montgazette

 Hi. My name is Billie, and I am 
an Arithmophobe. 
 What’s that, you ask?
 Arithmophobia, according to 
anxietymatters.com, is the fear 
of numbers—all types, forms and 
anything related to numbers, 
including large numbers, numerals, 
numeric digits, mathematics, 
arithmetic, calculations, logic and 
logical calculus. 
 I know I am not alone. 
 For me, this condition began 
somewhere around fifth grade, and 
continued on through high school. 
Peeking at other students’ tests and 
copying classmates’ homework made 
my struggles less than detectable to 
teachers, to a point. By the 10th grade, 
though, I was so lost that I could not 
fake my way any longer.  At this point 
I was encouraged to attend trade 
school, which meant I was rescued 
from further algebraic torture, and 
was moved into Consumer Math. 
Whew! Relief! I can add, subtract, 
divide and multiply with no problem—
until you start adding the alphabet 
into things.
 Time marched on, and I decided 
to go to college after all. I took the 
placement exam, and my worse 
nightmare came true: I placed into 
MAT 011 Beginning Algebra.
 So, I did the logical thing. I 
avoided it. 
 Eventually, I tried it, and felt lost. 
I was too embarrassed to ask for help 
as the numbers and letters swam on 
the page, looking like alphabet soup 
caught in a whirlwind. And, it certainly 
felt like I was the only one in my class 
who didn’t get it, so I dropped the class. 
Good riddance.
 I put it off again, and again, until 
I had no choice. I am at the end of 

my program, except for my last few 
requirements: the dreaded Math.
 You see, once you place into MAT 
011, you have to pass it before you can 
graduate. 
 First, I panicked. I seriously 
considered that I would not earn a 
diploma. I was utterly convinced there 
was no way I would ever pass this class. 
Then, I pulled on my big girl pants and 
decided to be a bit more proactive and 
develop a strategy.
 Here’s where you fellow 
arithmophobes might want to start 
taking notes.
 I scheduled an appointment with 
an advisor in the Student Success 
Center. I was open and honest 
about my past struggles, fears and 
anxiety. My advisor was able to make 
recommendations for instructors who 
would best suit my needs and learning 
style. I’m here to tell you, my advisor 
was spot on.
 Registration, check.
 Next: Supplies. I armed myself 
with a brand new MAT 011 textbook, 
a nifty pink TI–30X IIS calculator and 
a binder for notes, handouts and study 
guides. I made the commitment to 
myself to go to every class with my 
homework done.
 Materials, check.
 First day of class: I’ll be honest. 
The vegetable soup whirlwind of 
letters and numbers did return, BUT, 
I raised my hand and said I didn’t 
understand. No one looked at me like 
I had three heads. No one snickered. 
No one called me a dummy after class. 
Instead, I got an explanation from my 
instructor that made sense. I heard the 
hallelujah chorus.
 Self-consciousness, in check.
 By the time it came to doing 
homework a day or so later, my brain 
turned to Teflon (nonstick) regarding 
Algebra. I really needed help, so I 
sought it out. Help, is readily available 

at the Foundational Skills Lab, College 
Hall 168 (across from the cafeteria). 
Tutors are available by appointment 
seven days a week. The hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–9:30 p.m.; 
Friday, 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m.–4 p.m.; and Sunday, 1 p.m.–5 p.m.
 I spend an hour or two before 
class at the Foundational Skills Lab 
(and sometimes an hour afterwards) 
reviewing, practicing, going over 
homework, and getting my answers 

checked before going to class. I utilize 
practice and review sheets that tutors 
provide. I go over answers I’ve gotten 
wrong in quizzes. I get immediate 
feedback and strategies, which give 
me confidence when I walk back 
into class. Math instructors also hold 
section and chapter reviews prior to 
major exams. 
 

Continued on Page 15.

Catch the latest 

Mustangs Sports
www.mustangsathletics.com

How to Pass Math 011:
Real Strategies That Even an Arithmophobe Can Utilize

Photo courtesy of istock.com
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MCCC Students to SEPTA:
Don’t Cut Route 94

By Brittany Berry
The Montgazette

 
 December is the month of 
decision-making.
 It’s a time to prepare for the New 
Year and make beneficial changes.
 But unfor tunately, there is 
one change that will potentially 
hamper evening students who rely 
on SEPTA.
 Members of SEPTA’s governing 
board proposed night-and-weekend 
cutbacks to Route 94, which serves 
Montgomery County Community 
College’s Central Campus in Blue Bell.
 The board will consider eliminating 
weeknight and Saturday evening 
service plus all Sunday service.
 If the decision goes through, the 
cutback would leave evening students 
finding another way to get to school. 
 “These students have no other 
way of transportation so Septa 94 
is very important to them,” says 
Holly Dunn, the college’s admission 
support secretary of student 
af fairs. Additionally, she says, these 
students might use Route 94 as a 
transfer route to a bus that serves 
their hometown.
 Many students who take Route 
94 are often coming from work, 
says George Shal, the director of 
college ser vices. 
 Students who will be af fected 
by the cutbacks have written to 
the SEPTA board. Along with the 
letters, students attended a hearing 
in October to further emphasize 
their concerns. 
 SEPTA employees have sided 
with students and joined them at the 
public hearing. Cutting back the route 
wouldn’t serve the college or the 
community, the employees noted. 
 If the SEPTA board decides to 

go ahead with the cutback, then the 
changes would take effect in February. 
And if that should happen, there is an 
alternative transportation plan that 
students can use, and that’s Zimride.

 Zimride is a private network 
of students carpooling together if 
need be. Anyone can sign up on 
Montco’s website and fill out the 
appropriate information. 

 To learn more about the proposed 
cutbacks to SEPTA Route 94, go to 
SEPTA’s Web site: www.septa.org. For 
more information about Zimride, link 
to the college’s Web site. 

Robert Hunt / The Montgazette

SEPTA’s governing board members will decide in late December whether to discontinue evening service for Route 94.
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Move up to UC. Transfer Opportunities. 
Working on your associate’s degree? Move up to UC.  

UC combines many of the advantages of a large university with the intimate 
learning environment of a small college. We offer: 

◆ Maximum credit for classes taken at other institutions
◆ Generous financial aid options, including additional merit assistance 

for Associate’s Degree graduates
◆ 37 Bachelor’s programs and 22 Graduate programs
◆ Outstanding faculty
◆ A high level of personal attention
◆ State-of-the-art learning facilities on campus

Utica college
TradiTion. opporTuniTy. TransformaTion.®

Toll-Free: 1-800-782-8884
admiss@utica.edu ◆ www.utica.edu

WANTED
The Music Department is 
Seeking Chorus Singers for 
the Spring 2013 Production of 

Verdi’s Rigoletto
For more information, contact:
Professor K at Akoscies@mc3.edu

Men Who
Can Sing C

this ad?
Of course you do!

...and so do thousands of others!

For advertising info:
email montgazette@gmail.com or call 215-461-1143
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DeSales University’s  ACCESS Program  
at the Lansdale Area Campus 

Stacie Torkos 
ACCESS  

www.desales.edu/access

To learn more, call  215.361.3514

• Easily Transferred MCCC Credits     
• 8 Week Sessions 
• 10 Start Dates Throughout the Year
• Special Tuition Rates  
• Tuition Deferment & Financial Aid
• Classes Meet One Night Per Week
• Online Courses Available
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got money problems?
Don’t let money concerns weigh you down 
or interfere with your educational goals. Use 
CashCourse© — a free, nonprofit money 
management website — to find ways to get 
back on your feet, so you can focus on other 
important matters... like the rest of your busy 
life!

CashCourse© can help you:
• Create a budget
• Set financial goals
• Protect your credit
• Get out of debt
• And more!

To learn more, visit:
cashcourse.com/mccc

Continued from Page 3. 
CPR, AED Stressed

 Failure to act in a cardiac 
emergency can lead to unnecessary 
deaths. According to the Heart 
Association, an ef fective bystander 
CPR provided immediately after 
sudden cardiac arrest can double or 
triple a victim’s chance of survival. Only 
32 percent of cardiac arrest victims 
get ef fective CPR from a bystander, 
according to the association. 
 Linda Quinby, a safety and first 
aid instructor at Montco, says training 
in CPR is a course requirement. If 
a student at Montco wants to learn 
CPR, there are 10 safety and first 
aid courses at both campuses each 
semester. The college also of fers CPR 
courses during the summer sessions 
at the central campus in Blue Bell. 
 Because of CPR and other safety 
courses of fered at Montco, students 

could use their skills to help save 
lives on and off campus.   
Students taking the safety and first aid 
course say they realize that CPR is a 
requirement as well as a good skill to 
know. Jenny Duong and Kasey Wiest, 
both first-year liberal studies students 
at Montco, say training in CPR should 
be mandatory for all students.
 Samir Edens, first-year psychology 
major at Montco, said the skills he 
learned in the class helped him save the 
life of a family member who was choking. 
 Wiest also shared an experience 
at a family dinner when he was 
younger, and his dad was having a 
cardiac arrest. Wiest said he was very 
scared, but luckily, a family member 
knew CPR, and helped his father until 
the paramedics arrived.

Editor’s Note: Carlos Gordon wrote 
this story for COM 161: Media 
Industries Workshop.

Part-Time Studies 
OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, January 10 from noon to 7 p.m.
Vasey Hall–Room 107 at Villanova University

•  Pursue a bachelor’s degree or certificate in more than 15 quality programs.
•  Enjoy tuition rates comparable to other local part-time programs.
•  Transfer up to 60 credits from your associate degree program.

To register, visit parttime.villanova.edu or call 610.519.4561.
Villanova offers a premier education
at a competitive price.

Mention this ad and we’ll waive your application fee!
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By Susie Guhm
The Montgazette

 If you have passion for literature 
and writing, you may be thinking 
about writing your own book. The 
best way to pursue your dream is not 
only reading and writing more, but 
also meeting with an inspirational 
mentor—someone like MCCC’s 
Assistant Professor of English Dr. 
Marc Schuster.  
 Dr. Schuster is a renowned author 
of four books, “The Singular Exploits 
of Wonder Mom and Party Girl;” 
“Don DeLillo, Jean Baudrillard, and 
The Consumer Conundrum;” “The 
Greatest Show in the Galaxy” (co-
authored with Tom Powers); and “The 
Grievers,” which was published this 
year. On Nov. 16, Dr. Schuster had 
a book signing and reading event at 
Montco’s bookstore in Blue Bell.
 His newest book, “The Grievers,” 
is about a young college graduate 
struggling to grow up in the wake of 
a friend’s suicide.  The protagonist 
Charley Schwartz resembles Dr. 
Schuster when he was in his twenties, 
fresh out of college, working in a 
dead-end job and feeling helpless and 
miserable. While writing this book, Dr. 
Schuster had an opportunity to process 
his own grief on his friend’s suicide 
and meditate upon what it means to 
come of age in America today. 
 As the story unfolds, readers will 
be drawn to the characters, as they 
struggle to find meaning and purpose 
while sorting through their emotions.
Dr. Schuster said, “It’s a novel written 
for and about people who feel adrift 
in their lives. Anyone who’s ever 
wondered where their lives are 
going will probably identify with the 
characters. This isn’t, however, to 
say that the characters are especially 
likeable. They all have their quirks, 
and some of them are a little bit crazy, 
to say the least. People said that the 
novel reads a little like a cross between 
“Catcher in the Rye” and “A Separate 

Peace.” It’s also been compared 
favorably to movies like Rushmore 
and Dead Poets Society.” 
 So, as prospective writers might 
want to know, how does someone 
keep churning out novels?  For Dr. 
Schuster, the process starts with 
writing a brief note when he comes up 
with an idea.  He then keeps writing 
whenever the time and motivation 
allow him until has a complete draft. 
From there, he just keeps playing 
with it until he thinks it’s ready to be 
read. The entire process usually takes 
about five years, he says. However, 
“The Grievers” was started in 2003, 
and published in 2012. 
 Dr. Schuster says his novels tend 
to hold comedy and tragedy together 
in balance. He tries to maintain a 
degree of wit and humor in writing, 
although he admits that was a bit of a 
challenge when writing about a heavy 
issue like suicide. But, he believes, 
humor and tragedy can complement 
each other very well. For instance, he 
says he has always been a huge fan 
of “M*A*S*H,” which was a situation 
comedy set during the Korean War, 
and also a big fan of Kurt Vonnegut, 
who was a master of dark humor. 
 For those aspiring writers, Dr. 
Schuster says, “Read actively and 
voraciously. If you’re not reading, 
then you’re not really a writer. Also 
remember that writing takes a long 
time and involves a lot of work. It’s a 
process, and revision is a huge part of 
that process. ”
       Dr. Schuster has been teaching 
English at Montco since 2005 
and enjoys it very much. He is 
willing to meet with new writers. 
Dr. Schuster’s email is available at 
his blog, Abominations, at http://
marcschuster.wordpress.com/
 “The Grievers” is available at the 
Montgomery County Community 
College bookstore and also at 
Amazon.com. The cover price is $26, 
and online books stores offer it for 
approximately $20.

MCCC Professor Publishes Fourth Book

Photo courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept.

Assistant Professor of English Dr. Marc Schuster shared portions of his new 
book, “The Grievers,” on Nov. 16 at the Blue Bell campus bookstore.
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Did You Know?

MCCC President Dr. Karen Stout  has her own radio show!

Yep, MCCC on the Air.

Visit mc3.edu/radio to listen to your classmates, instructors and friends.
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By Robert Hunt
The Montgazette

 Young Norristownians should 
no longer pine for a place to check 
out local music and art.
 Enter Walla Fest, a cultural 
happening that runs almost every 
month at the Centre Theater on 
DeKalb Street.
 Walla Fest is the brainchild 
of Norristown Area High School 
graduates Yesenia Bello, Makeba 
Robinson and Anthony Bui. They 
organized the school’s annual 
Norristown Art and Music 
Extravaganza while members 
of the Art Honors Society. That 
event was a hit so they decided 
to work on a larger scale within 
Norristown, said Bello, now a 
freshman at the Art Institute of 

Chicago, where he’s majoring 
in interdisciplinary studies and 
focusing on sculpture and fiber.
 The group solicited John 
Doyle, artistic director of the Iron 
Age Theatre and Centre Theater. 
“And he was down!” exclaimed 
Robinson, a sophomore fine arts 
major at The Cooper Union in 
New York. 
 Walla Fest debuted July 11, 
2011. It was mostly a continuation 
— almost a replica — of the high 
school show, Robinson said. 
 “Walla Fest is a music 
event that has an associated art 
presentation,” Doyle said. 
 About every month there is a 
Mini Walla Fest on the first floor 
of the Centre Theater. The shows 
are small and the space seats 
about 40 people.  

Walla Fest Fuels Norristown’s
Young Arts Scene

The Centre Theater thrives because of its eclectic entertainment and warm atmosphere

Photo courtesy of Robert Hunt
The Centre Theater, 208 DeKalb St., Norristown, offers a Mini Walla Fest monthly for 
budding artists to share their talents.
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By Robert Cooper
MCCC Alumnus ’76

 
 A college student cannot succeed 
without self-understanding and 
a strategy. My nearly forty years 
of experience, including my own 
undergraduate and professional 
school education and work in 
university and professional school 
admissions, have proven this to me 
as true.
 I acknowledge that gifted 
students often earn good grades and 
honors with less than their full effort.  
I define such as underachieving, 
regardless of their perfection on 
paper, and not success.  How can we 
call falling short of one’s potential a 
success?  For that matter, how can we 
gage one’s potential?  It is indeed a 
moving target.  
 When it comes to your brain and 
use of it, the more you work it, the 
more potential you have.  Perfection 
is also a moving target.  Potential 
and perfection can be viewed as two 
marathon runners.  Perfection is a 
professional who glides far ahead 
from the starting line, accelerating 
farther out of sight as the race goes 
on, while potential is an amateur 
chugging along in its chase toward 
a finish well behind but in hope of a 
better time than its last attempt.  
 The notion that a grade of A in a 
class, with even a 100 percent average, 
is representative of perfection implies 
that the class and its exams captured 
all that there was to know about the 
subject. This is absurd. The argument 
that an A or 100 percent is all the 
perfection that is necessary reflects 
an attitude that places the game of 

chasing grades above education.  It 
is an argument true of a lesser goal.  
If the earth represents one’s college 
classes, the universe does, or should, 
represent one’s education.
 A greater goal for college 
students is to steadily increase both 
their potential and knowledge, aiming 
to master course content while being 
willing to push beyond mastery for a 
deeper understanding and the fruits 
of that.  Fortunately, the amazing 
human brain is designed to do this 
and more.
 I compare it to someone who buys 
a painting at a garage sale for a few 
dollars only to discover later that it is 
a lost masterpiece worth thousands 
or even millions. The underachieving 
student who does not appreciate the 
true power of their brain and attempt 
to maximize its use is like the hapless 
person who sold the masterpiece for 
a few dollars.  
 There is not one key to a strategy 
that will lead where you intend or, 
hopefully, dream of going.  There 
are multiple keys that work together, 
information and skills that can 
transform bad habits into good ones, 
wasted effort into production, and 
frustration into nothing less than 
satisfaction or even joy.  Those keys 
include an understanding of yourself 
and how your brain works, your 
dominant learning style, memory 
and techniques to harness it, study 
skills, management of your time, 
stress, mental and physical health, 
and motivation and discipline.
 

The Strategic Student Textbook Prices Rattle 
Students and Teachers
Publishers and bookstores are blamed. 
But there are ways to cut costs.

Note:  Rober t Cooper is an alumnus of Montgomery County Community 
College (1976) and a former Montgazette writer and editor (1974-76).  
He holds an associate’s degree in General Studies, a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of Houston and a Doctor of Chiropractic degree from Texas 
Chiropractic College.  Formerly a college admissions director, he currently 
is a speaker, comedian, actor, playwright, author and musician. 

Guest Column

By David Aston
The Montgazette

 With spring semester beckoning, 
the biggest worry on a student’s mind 
isn’t tuition or workload. 
 It’s paying for textbooks.
 Prices have steadily increased 
and many blame publishers.
 “They think they rule the market,” 
said Morgan Betz, a digital audio 
production professor at Montgomery 
County Community College.
 Others share his belief. 
 A publisher’s sole concern is 
to make money, said Ingrid Phelps, 
an audio production student in her 
fourth year. 
 Ask the campus Barnes and 
Noble bookstore manager about 
high textbook prices and he points to 
publishers, too. 
 Some two-semester science and 
business textbooks can cost $300 to 
$400 each, manager Ryan Duschl 
says. 
 In its August 2008 report on 
textbook pricing, the California 
State Auditor blamed rising costs on 
publishers demanding more money 
from sellers and sellers demanding 
more profits from students.
 Even the used-textbook market 
can drive up costs, says the report, 
which cites “key players in the 
textbook industry” that say a glut of 
used textbooks spurs new, “revised” 
editions to feed the pipeline.
 “Of the 23 textbooks we 
reviewed, publishers released a 
new edition about every four years 
on average; however, many of the 
deans, department chairs and faculty 
members that we interviewed stated 

that revisions to textbooks are 
minimal and not always warranted,” 
the auditor’s report said.
 About 77 cents of every dollar 
spent on a new textbook covers the 
publisher’s costs, which include 
paper, printing, marketing and author 
income, according to 2011 sales data 
from the National Association of 
College Stores, a trade group. The 
rest of the dollar pays for bookstore 
operations and staff. 
 The campus Barnes and Noble 
offers used books, digital or e-books 
and book rentals that cost much less 
than a newly printed textbook. 
 Betz noticed a big problem that 
students have with using an e-book. 
 “They expire,” he says. 
 “Not a fan,” adds audio production 
professor Michael Kelly.
 Hotel and Restaurant 
Management student Alyssa Romano 
said she pays an average of $300 to 
$400 per semester for books, many 
of which are not available in any form 
other than print.
 When textbook publisher sales 
representatives talk to faculty, they 
focus solely on pushing a specific 
title, Duschl said. 
 And some of those books are only 
available as a custom package that 
includes additional study materials, 
and that packaging can leave students 
with “no option” other than paying a 
higher price than the book by itself, 
he said.
 

Continued on Page 15.

Continued on Page 15.



Page 14 December 2012 / January 2013T H E  M O N T GA Z E T T E

Friday, Jan. 17
Lively Arts Event:
Theatre Horizon: ZORA
Community Room, Pottstown
7 p.m.
Zora Neale Hurston was one of 
the most important and celebrated 
figures to emerge from the Har-
lem Renaissance. Outspoken, 
spirited and gifted, Hurston was a 
prolific African-American writer of 
the 1930s, her books defining the 
black- American experience. In this 
dramatic biography, Hurston invites 
the audience into her exemplary 
life, rich with folklore, intimate por-
traits of her contemporaries, and 
excerpts from her significant body 
of literary work. Cathy Simpson re-
turns as this Queen of the Harlem 
Renaissance in a spirited 50-minute 
one-woman performance. 

Saturday, Jan. 19
Lively Arts Event:
Theatre Horizon: ZORA
Blackbox Theater, Blue Bell
7 p.m.
Zora Neale Hurston was one of 
the most important and celebrated 
figures to emerge from the Har-
lem Renaissance. Outspoken, 
spirited and gifted, Hurston was a 
prolific African-American writer of 
the 1930s, her books defining the 
black- American experience. In this 
dramatic biography, Hurston invites 
the audience into her exemplary 
life, rich with folklore, intimate por-
traits of her contemporaries, and 
excerpts from her significant body 
of literary work. Cathy Simpson re-
turns as this Queen of the Harlem 
Renaissance in a spirited 50-minute 
one-woman performance.

Friday, Feb. 1
Lively Arts Event:
Theatreworks USA: 
Seussical 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell
10:30 a.m.
“Oh, the thinks you can think” when 
Dr. Seuss’s best-loved stories col-
lide and cavort in an unforgettable 
musical caper! Adapted from the 
Broadway version, this adaptation 

especially for young audiences fea-
tures thirteen actors and enhanced 
production values. Seussical is The-
atreworks USA’ biggest show ever! 
The Cat in the Hat is the host and 
emcee (and all-around mischief-
maker) in this romp through the 
Seuss classics. Dr. Seuss’s beloved 
classic characters find themselves 
intertwined in an incredible crazy-
quilt adventure, in which the power 
of imagination and the most miracu-
lous “think” ever save the day! 

Saturday, Feb. 2
Lively Arts Event:
Capitol Steps
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell
8 p.m.
Capitol Steps brings its signature 
comedy to our stage once more. 
No one is immune to the witty and 
irreverent take on our political 
figures and current affairs. Once 
Capitol Hill staffers themselves, 
the actors have a unique perspec-
tive on our democracy.

Friday, Feb. 15
Lively Arts Event:
YAE: Lula Washington 
Dance Theatre Science Cen-
ter Theater, Blue Bell
8 p.m.
The Reflections in Black program 
gives children an awareness of 
African-American history and cul-
ture. Washington also introduces 
students to different dance styles. 
She narrates each performance 
and engages students in call- and-
response exchanges. She brings 
students on stage to demonstrate 
or learn movements as part of the 
show where dancers perform short 
excerpts showing a wide range of 
dance idioms. Washington presents 
a “dance styles demonstration.” The 
performance usually includes one 
or more works or excerpts from the 
company’s touring repertoire.

Saturday, Feb. 16
Lively Arts Event:
Lula Washington Dance 
Theatre 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell
8 p.m.
The Lula Washington Dance The-
atre is a Los Angeles-based reper-
toire dance ensemble that performs 
innovative and provocative chore-
ography by Lula Washington. The 

Company tours internationally and 
has been received with acclaim and 
admiration. Lula Washington has 
steadfastly focused on using dance 
to explore social and humanitarian 
issues, including aspects of African-
American history and culture. The 
Company has danced in over 150 
cities in the United States, as well as 
abroad in Germany, Spain, Kosovo, 
Mexico, Canada, China, and Russia.

Thursday, Feb. 21
Lively Arts Event:
YAE: The Acting Com-
pany - “As You Like It” 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell
10:30 a.m.
The company’s education program 
– Learning Through Theater -- fea-
tures a student matinee perfor-
mance of Shakespeare’s “As You 
Like It.” The response to these pro-
grams shows renewed interest in 
learning, improved grades, and bet-
ter communication and social skills. 
The program promotes theater 
and literacy by bringing a touring 
repertory of classical productions 
and exceptional new works, with 
talented young actors and teach-
ing artists, into communities across 
America—particularly those where 
live performance and theater arts 
education is limited or non-existent.

Lively Arts Event:
The Acting Company : 
“As You Like It” 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell
8 p.m.
Founded in 1972 by legendary pro-
ducer/director/actor John House-
man and Margot Harley with mem-
bers of the first graduating class 
of Juilliard’s Drama Division, The 
Acting Company has performed 
136 productions for over 3 million 
people in 48 states and 10 foreign 
countries. The Company has given 
a generation of actors the opportu-
nity to master their craft. Alumni 
members include Kevin Kline, 
Rainn Wilson, Patti LuPone, Jeffrey 
Wright, and Keith David. 

Saturday, Mar. 9
Lively Arts Event:
TUCK AND PATTI 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell
8 p.m.
Over a career of jazz, R&B, and 
crossover recordings, husband-
and-wife duo Tuck and Patti have 
produced a remarkable amount 
of music, especially considering 
that they rely on the textures of 
only guitar and voice. Vocalist 
Patti Cathcart and guitarist Tuck 
Andress have been a steady per-
forming duo for going on three de-
cades, so it’s somewhat surprising 
that I Remember You, their new 
recording, zeroes in on the Great 
American Songbook. In their 11 
previous releases, only a handful of 
tunes would fall under the typical, 
pre-rock- era standards banner.

Friday, Mar. 15
Lively Arts Event:
YAE: Brian Sander’s 
JUNK 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell
10:30 a.m.
JUNK’s mission as a dance-theater 
company is to inspire with creativ-
ity, serve as a catalyst for generat-
ing fresh ideas, and encourage us 
to see the world in a new and vital 
way. One of the company’s main 
objectives is to make dance more 
accessible to a younger audience. 
The performances use clever cos-
tumes and props, fantastical acro-
batics and dance, and a hearty dose 
of comedy to allow children to learn 
about dance in a fun and exciting 
way. Sanders used his quirky style 
to create the show SKINK, a wild 
and wacky theatrical circus for kids.

Like the
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mc3.edu/livelyarts
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Theatre Horizon: ZORA! 
Times scheduled at both campuses
Friday, Jan 18— Saturday Jan 19, 2013

Theatreworks USA: Seussical
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell , PA
Friday, Feb 1,  2013

CAPITOL STEPS 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell , PA
Saturday, Feb 2,  2013

YAE: Lula Washington Dance Theatre 
Science Center Theater, Blue Bell , PA
Friday, Feb 15, 2013

Lively Arts Winter 2013

for tickets and full schedule, visit: mc3.edu & click ‘Arts & Tickets’

MAT 011
Continued from Page 4.

Decreased anxiety level, check. No more 
swirling alphabet soup (most of the time).
 My graded average, to date, hovers 
around 90 percent.
 These strategies work, in 
conjunction with the newly standardized 
MAT 011 program, which incorporates 
a grading policy not only based on 
tests but also homework and quizzes.  
According to Professor Marion 
Graziano, “All of this came about since 
we found that students were not doing 
homework. We all felt that as a group we 
could help to increase student success 
and completion and make students 
more responsible for their work.” 
 Note: It especially benefits students 
who go to tutoring, who get maximum 
points for having maximum correct 
answers on homework.
 Another recommendation from 
Professor Graziano: The MAT 011B 

course. This is a four–credit course, 
taught  by Professors Walter Hunter 
and Marion Graziano at MCCC’s 
Central Campus in Blue Bell. This 
course provides an extra hour per week 
of instruction, compared to MAT 011, 
which is something that a struggling 
student may want to discuss as an 
option with their academic advisor.
 “I have found in teaching it that 
students like having that extra hour. 
There is more time to spend on certain 
topics for those students who need 
more examples and explanations. We 
are both following the standardized 
format. The students that have been 
attending class regularly are doing 
well,” says Professor Graziano.
 For those of you who still need to 
take this class, stop hesitating. Make 
the commitment to yourself and your 
education. You can do this. 

Strategic Student
Continued from Page 13.
 
 We have learned more 
about the human brain in 
the last five years than in the 
previous 100 years. Thousands 
of neuroscientists have studied 
it, and yet there remains much 
that we have yet to discover.  It is 
obvious that the brain’s potential 
far exceeds our use both in 
capacity and the intricacies of 

its function.  This is just as true 
for the marginal undergraduate 
student struggling for passing 
grades as for the Summa 
Cum Laude candidate eyeing 
graduate schools.  Improvement 
of such students, and everyone 
in between, is indeed possible 
and, to be sure, success.   
… Stay in the race!
 For more information about 
Robert Cooper, visit his website 
www.buildingabetterbob.com.

Textbook Prices
Continued from Page 13.

 Theater professor David 
Stratton White added that many 
academic department chairs 
require instructors to have a 
textbook for students to use. 
Allan Schear, a video production 
instructor who coordinates 
the college’s communications 
program, disagreed.
 “I give them free reign,” 
he said, referring to faculty 
decisions on going with a 
certain textbook.
 Phelps offered this 
suggestion for students who 
want to save on textbooks: 
share, borrow or exchange 
them with other students. Also, 
she advised students to take 

advantage of online booksellers 
like Amazon.com, which can 
offer a student discount. 
 White recommends students 
use options like the college 
library or Project Gutenberg, 
which is a Website that has many 
public-domain books, including 
some textbooks, available as a 
free download.
 The editors at Consumer 
Reports magazine recommend 
Web sites such as half.com 
and ebay. But be warned about 
buying online – make sure the 
International Standard Book 
Number, or ISBN, matches the 
one on the course list. 

Editor’s Note: David Aston wrote 
this article for COM 161: Media 
Industries Workshop.

WANTED!
Student Journalists

Report on a wide range of content:
 • news
 • sports
 • arts
 •  entertainment
 • music
 • community events
 • ...and more!

Let Your Voice Be Heard!

The Montgazette is looking for Central & West Campus writers.

For more information, email Amanda Dioszeghy at dioszegac@gmail.com
dvandyke@mc3.edu.
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 Montgomery County Community College recently received 
the 2012 National Junior College Athletic Association  Region 
19 Champion of Character Institutional Award.
 The honor is awarded to a college that demonstrates 
outstanding character development in its student-athletes 
and coaches by embracing the true spirit of competition 
through the six core values of respect, responsibility, 
integrity, servant leadership, sportsmanship and community 
involvement. 
 Kelly Donohue, Coordinator of the Physical Education 
Center and Campus Recreation, partnered up with Jenna Klaus, 
Assistant Director of Civic and Community Engagement, to 
nominate the Mustangs for the award.
 In total, the Mustangs completed 921 hours of community 
service in 21 charitable events in the past year. Student-athletes 
from each team volunteered with organizations from little 
leagues to schools to non-profits in order to raise awareness 
and funds for a number of causes.
 “Our athletic department has three main goals: We want to 
excel on the field; we want to achieve in the classroom; and 
we want to build character. This year the Mustangs showed a 
lot of character on and off the field,” said Director of Athletics 
Bruce Bach.

Mustangs Earn Champion
of Character Award


