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Attention:
Residents and Students of Montgomery County! 

Your Help is Needed!
The Montgomery County Commissioners recently posted the proposed 2012 budget, which cuts $2.5 million in 
funding to Montgomery County Community College for the current 2011-2012 academic year. This may mean 
increases in tuition and significant program cuts starting in the Spring 2012 semester.

Now is the time to contact the Montgomery County Commissioners directly to let them know how important it 
is to you for the County to maintain its funding to the College. 

Email the Commissioners: 
Commissioner James Matthew: jmatthew@montcopa.org

Commissioner Joseph Hoeffel: jhoeffel@montcopa.org

Commissioner Bruce Castor: bcastor@montcopa.org

Contact the County offices:
Phone: 610-278-3020

Fax:   610-278-5943

Let your voices be heard now!
Let them know about the devastating impact these cuts will have on you!
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by Norman Detweiler      
Staff Writer

 I’ve been downtown to 
Occupy Philly three times 
now. The second time I saw 
a police officer shove an Oc-
cupier in a most unfriendly 
way. In defense of the officer, 
the protester was inches from 
his face and yelling exple-
tives in an equally unfriendly 
manor. But the way the of-
ficer shoved him caused me 
to pause. I thought maybe if 
there was one more witness 
the powers that be may take 
notice and react with more 
caution. I am not sure if my 
action had any effect on the 
situation, but things did settle 
down and I went on my way. 
 The point is that what I 
saw caused me to react. This 
is what I think the whole Oc-
cupy movement is; a reaction. 
If so many people weren’t 
unemployed, if at the same 
time CEOs of major corpora-
tions weren’t making such 
obscene amounts of money, if 
students graduating from col-
leges could find work in their 
respective fields and if Wall 
Street didn’t look like a den of 
thieves, then there would be 
nothing to protest.  
 But the future looks bleak 
for all but the wealthiest. And 
those less fortunate are letting 
their voices be heard.
 Will it go anywhere? That 
is yet to be seen. But the world 
is taking notice. Organized 
labor is getting involved and 
there is talk of revolution in 
the air.
 The whole thing scares 
me. I don’t like violence; it can 

be painful. I don’t like pain; but 
something’s got to give. The 
people are choosing sides; 
things could get ugly and al-
ready are.
 How much more will it 
take till there’s an all out war?
 I talked to a young man 
on the edge of the camp. “We 
need to take control of the 
banks,” he said. 
 “But what about the mili-
tary,” I asked.
 “We’ll have to win some 
of them over,” he replied. He 
looked around nervously as 
he cut the conversation off, he 
said it was good to talk to a fel-
low cyclist, I was on my bike 
on this day, and then he disap-
peared into the night.
 I felt a chill as he left and 
realized the seriousness of 
the situation for the first time.  
Jesus, I thought, he was seri-
ous. They’ve opened the door 
and the radicals are pouring 
out. How much longer till to-
tal anarchy. 
 I made my way down to 
South Street and past the anar-
chist book store. 
 The lights were on; but it 
was empty. 
 I kept walking, past tat-
too parlors, head shops, the 
condom store, the bars and 
clubs where shady characters 
peered out from the darkness 
into the streets. 
 I settled into a diner and 
took some solace from a cup 
of coffee and a piece of pie. 
This is real, I wrote in my 
notebook as the coffee took 
the chill away. My America is 
fading. The season of discon-
tent is coming on fast. Where 
will it lead? Who will be on top 

when the final dust settles? 
What happened to the small 
family farm?
 Since the European oc-
cupation of America, this 
country’s economic base has 
changed from an agrarian 
one to an industrial and final-
ly to the present day service 
based economy.  
 According to information 
from a website by the U.S. 
State Department (usem-
bassy.de/etexts/oecon/cap9.
htm) service jobs accounted 
for 81 percent of non-farm 
employment by late 1999. But 
many of these jobs did not pay 
as high or come with the ben-
efits which the manufacturing 
jobs they replaced had. “Also 
salaries are no longer set to re-
ward employees but to attract 

and retain the types of work-
ers who were in short supply, 
such as computer software ex-
perts.” This, the report says, 
contributes to the widening 
pay gap between unskilled and 
highly skilled workers. 
 Add to this the ever in-
creasing rise in the cost of 
health care, the real-estate 
collapse of 2008, nine percent 
unemployment, and the clash 
in ideologies amongst politi-
cians as to whether certain 
social programs should be 
continued, including educa-
tion programs and it’s not 
hard to see why people are 
upset and are trying to make 
their causes known.  
 There is a momentum be-
hind the Occupy Movement. It 
is an international movement. 

And, according to Michael 
Pierce, an adjunct instructor 
of Philosophy at Burlington 
County Community College, 
who was manning the informa-
tion booth at Occupy Philadel-
phia, the Occupy Movement is 
an internet based revolution.   
He said that the first phase 
of the movement is getting 
people to wake up and see that 
their everyday actions can 
make a difference.  
 According to their web-
site, occupyphillymedia.org, 
they want a more direct de-
mocracy. They feel that special 
interests and corporations are 
running our government and

Continued on page  12

The Experiences  of One Man at Occupy Philly
“There’s something happening here. What it is ain’t exactly clear. 
There’s a man with a gun over there. Telling me I’ve got to beware.”  
      “For What It’s Worth,” by Buffalo Springfield.

Ethan Mintz/ The Montgazette
Occupiers gather to let their voices be heard during an Occupy Philly Demonstration.
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Lively Arts
2011–12 Schedule

Choral Society
of Montgomery County Dec 10 @ 7:30pm
Performing Handel’s MESSIAH

Doc Gibbs & Picante Jan 13 @ 8:00pm
Philly Jazz Jam

Kathy Mattea Jan 20 @ 8:00 pm

Randy Weston
Quintet Feb 4 @ 8:00pm

Theatre Horizon:
Pretty Fire  Feb 10 @ 8:00pm

Lila Downs Feb 17 @ 8:00pm

YAE: Dance Theater
of Harlem  Mar 2 @ 10:30am

For info & tickets, vist www.mc3.edu/livelyarts.

at the Central Campus

Pursue Your Dreams - Finish Your Degree
Eastern University offers degrees in both

online and on-ground formats! 

BS in Business Administration
BA in Organizational Leadership
BS in Early Childhood Education

www.eastern.edu/ugrad

Contact Dave Geiger at 484-581-1270 or by email at dgeiger@eastern.edu

by Marimah Branch
Staff Writer

 The MCCC Drama Club experienced tremen-
dous success after their recent production of “A 
Doll’s House” by Henrik Ibsen. The show ran Thurs-
day Nov. 10 through Sunday, Nov. 13 and all four 
performances were sold out by Friday afternoon. 
Keeping this momentum, the drama club is looking 
forward to the spring semester, 2012 because they 
have two more fantastic performances to showcase. 
 First off, the club is supporting a special one-
woman show, coming to west and central campus 
in February, 2012; the show is called “Pretty Fire” 
by Charlayne Woodward.  “Pretty Fire” is a story 
about a woman’s life, as told through vignettes, as 
she is growing up and spending summers in the 
segregated south. The show is set to be an intensely 
dramatic and hard-hitting performance. 
 The show is a co-production with one of the col-
lege’s community partners, Norristown’s Theater 

Horizon. Theater Horizon is a non-profit theater out-
let for young adults, teachers, directors, producers, 
and designers founded in 2000 by Matthew Decker. 
According to their mission statement, “Through 
theater, we create a community of artists, students 
and audiences in which each member is encour-
aged to grow.” Their goal is to bring professional 
theater into the community through great produc-
tions and partnerships, and so “Pretty Fire” became 
one of the partnerships they are showcasing in the 
coming semester.
 ShowTimes: South Hall, West Campus. Fri. 
February 10 at 7p.m. Central Campus. Sat. Febru-
ary 11 at 8p.m. (This show contains adult themes 
and language.)
 Next up, the drama club and the MCCC Theater 
Arts Program presents “The Day They Shot John 
Lennon” by James McLure. The play focuses on 
the day the music died on December 8, 1980, and 
takes place the day after when 9 strangers gather 
in Central Park to try and deal with the tragedy that 

changed their lives. Told through pathos, humor, 
and tears, the play travels through the steps these 
people take to deal with such an event, and leaves 
you with lingering questions to keep you thinking. 
 The drama club productions are created, de-
signed, produced, built, and costumed by students, 
and now it’s your turn to be a part of the drama and 
participate in producing professional theater on 
campus.
 The production will run in April 2012, and audi-
tions will be held in January. 
 Showtimes: Black Box Theater, Central Cam-
pus. Thu. April 19—Sat. April 21 at 8p.m. and Sun., 
April 22 at 2p.m.
 For tickets and more information, visit www.
mc3.edu/livelyarts  or 
Call 215-641- 6300.

Be a Part of the Drama
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by John Rayno
Contributing Writer

 This year’s annual Mont-
gomery County Community 
College Writers’ Conference 
was held on Friday, Novem-
ber 4 and Saturday, Novem-
ber 5.  Originally started by 
Professor Pat Nestler in 1988, 
Dr. Harold Halbert has been 
the conference director since 
2006. Both of these quality in-
dividuals are English instruc-
tors here at MC3. 
 Friday evening held a 
Question & Answer session 
and then a Keynote speech 
from Pulitzer Prize winning 
author Junot Diaz. Diaz spoke 
with ‘colorful’ language, an 
extremely diverse vocabulary, 
and an infectious humor.  His 

address covered everything 
from spirituality all the way 
through the importance of the 
arts in today’s world. “With-
out art, there is no humanity 
worth defending!” said Diaz 
to a crowd of conference go-
ers.  Diaz’ engaging approach 
made the audience, students 
included, comfortable with 
asking him questions about 
the craft.
 Saturday was an offering 
of varied workshops, manu-
script reviews and appoint-
ments with literary agents.  
The workshops covered how 
to write, what to write, and 
what to do after you’ve writ-
ten. Workshops were present-
ed by such notables as MC3’s 
own Marc Schuster and Kelly 
Simmons of Philadelphia’s 

creative writing circle The 
Liar’s Club. 
          Manuscript reviews were 
offered for poetry, memoir/
non-fiction and fiction. Five 
minute appointments with lit-
erary agents gave the attend-
ing writers an opportunity to 
present their works to profes-
sionals.  The agents also of-
fered their presence for a VIP 
Question & Answer Lunch on 
Saturday. Those in attendance 
had the opportunity to find out 
some of the most recent trends 
in the publishing industry.
 The organization and qual-
ity of the conference gave all 
those in attendance, both new 
and returning, a satisfying and 
educational weekend.

C
this ad?

Of course you do!

...and so do thousands of others!

For advertising info:
email montgazette@gmail.com or call 215-461-1143

Montgomery County Community
 College Writers’ Conference
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Michael Fischer (Fine Arts) 
“The job is a big part; but it’s not just 
about the money. I hope to find some-
thing that I am passionate about.”

Chris Chandler (Psychology)
 “Acquire knowledge to make me more 
confident in my decision making.”

Leah Hawkesworth (General Studies) 
“Skills that will help me think more 
critically and analytically.”

Brittany Delaware (Theatre) 
“An education and to learn how the 
world works.” James Lu (undecided)

“Socialization; getting to know a 
diverse group of people.”

Chelsea Jack (Dance) 
“More knowledge for the real 
world and to develop more skills 
for problem solving.”

What do you hope 
to acquire from your college 
experience, other than a job. 
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Once you’ve earned your associate degree and are thinking about continuing your education, a great 
place to consider is DeVry University. For 80 years we’ve been helping students reach their career goals by 
providing an accredited university education that helps to prepare them for the workplace. We work with 
community college students like you to transfer qualifying credits and give you the opportunity to earn your 
bachelor’s degree in as few as 18 — months — so you can get started on your success even sooner.

Look at some of the other great benefits we offer:

 • Financial aid*

 • Scholarships

 • Lifetime Career Services for all graduates

3 Philadelphia Area Locations  
Center City   |   King of Prussia   |   Fort Washington

For more information on earning your  
bachelor’s degree, visit DeVry.edu/cc

take your  
higher education

even higher
earn your bachelor’s degree

* Available for those who qualify. DeVry University is accredited by The Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association, www.ncahlc.org. DeVry is certified 
to operate by the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia. AC0060. DeVry University is authorized for operation by the THEC, www.state.tn.us/thec. Nashville 
Campus – 3343 Perimeter Hill Dr., Nashville, TN 37211. Program availability varies by location. ©2011 DeVry Educational Development Corp. All rights reserved. 
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Wednesday, Dec. 7
Career Fair
Park House Hall, Central Campus 
& South Hall, West Campus
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 

All Central Campus Career Fairs 
are held in the Parkhouse Build-
ing Atrium.

West Campus Career Fairs held in 
the South Hall 2nd Floor Lobby.

Smart Start Workshop
Preparing for Finals 
Park House Hall, Room 121
Central Campus
12:30– 1:20 p.m.  and 5 p.m. –6 p.m.

You’ve almost finished the semes-
ter!!!  This workshop will help 
you prepare for finals and relax.  
Come celebrate your success.

Performing Arts 
Showcase
Science Center, Central Campus
Evening 1, 7 p.m.  

A celebration of the performing 
arts at MCCC. Performances by 
students in the music, theater 
and dance programs. All perfor-
mances take place in the Science 
Center Theater.

Thursday, Dec. 8
Performing Arts 
Showcase
Science Center, Central Campus
Evening 2,  7 p.m.  

A celebration of the performing 
arts at MCCC. Performances by 
students in the music, theater 
and dance programs. All perfor-
mances take place in the Science 
Center Theater.

Saturday, Dec. 10
Choral Society 
Holiday Concert
8 p.m.

The Choral Society of Montgom-
ery County. Directed by Louis 
Scaglione. 

Tuesday, Dec. 13
Men’s Basketball
Away @ CCP
Noon

Thursday, Dec. 15
Women’s Basketball
Away @ Ocean
5 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Away @ Ocean
7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 17
Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Union 
Noon

Tuesday, Dec. 20
Women’s Basketball
Away @ Northampton
5 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Away @ Northampton
7 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 22
Men’s Basketball
Away @ Atlantic Cape
5 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
Away @ Atlantic Cape
7 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 7
Men’s Basketball
Away @ Manor
3 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 10
Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Salem
5 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Salem
7 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 12
Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Brookdale
5 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Brookdale
7 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 13
Lively Arts Event
Doc Gibbs & Picante
/ Philly Jazz Jam
Science Center, Central Campus
8 p.m.  
(World/Jazz) Doc Gibbs is one of 
the most sought after percussion-
ists in the music industry today. 
Doc musically operates on an au-
dience with funky rhythms and 
with his vast assortment of tra-
ditional and unusual percussion 
instruments. When he was the 
musical director for Emeril Live! 
it was the hottest cooking show 
on TV. Info & Tickets available at 
www.mc3.edu/livelyarts. 

Saturday, Jan. 14
Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Delaware
Noon

Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Delaware
2 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 17
Women’s Basketball
Away @ Gloucester
5 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Away @ Gloucester
7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 18
Ceramics Show
Myrtle Williams
“Spiritual Heritage Goddesses
and the Body Beautiful”
Fine Arts Gallery, Central Campus 
until Friday, Feb 17

Reception:  Wed, Feb 8 from 5–7 
p.m. Gallery Talk: 6 p.m.

Phila Watercolor
Society: Members 
Show
Art Gallery, West Campus 
Works on Paper
runs until Sun, March 25

Reception:  Sun, Mar 25 1–5 p.m. 
Gallery Talk: 2 p.m.

Thursday Jan. 19
Men’s Basketball
Away @ Sussex
5 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
Away @ Sussex
5 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 20
Lively Arts Event
Kathy Mattea
Science Center, Central Campus 
8 p.m.

(Folk Music) Kathy Mattea, is a 
beloved, Grammy-winning coun-
try singer. She says that her new 
album Coal offered her a “re-
education” in singing and that 

? !be this year 

will the
students & community
Where

of Montgomery County Community College

They could
               be at

All college related events are welcome on our calendar.*
Please contact montgazette@gmail.com or call 215-461-1143

*with approval by advisors
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she wanted to pay tribute to 
“my place and my people” of 
a minding town near Charles-
ton. WV. Info & Tickets avail-
able at www.mc3.edu/lively-
arts.

Saturday, Jan. 21
Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Bergen
Noon

Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Bergen
2 p.m.

Thursday, Jan. 26
Women’s Basketball
Away @ Middlesex
5 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Away @ Middlesex
7 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 28
Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Passaic
Noon

Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Passaic
2 p.m.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Cumberland
5 p.m.

Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Cumberland
7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 1
Career Fair
South Hall, Pottstown Campus
11:30 a.m. —1:30 p.m. 

All Pottstown Campus Career 
Fairs are held in the South 
Hall 2nd Floor Lobby.

Thursday, Feb. 2
Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Ocean
5 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Ocean
7 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 4
Men’s Basketball
Away @ Ocean
Noon

Lively Arts 25th
Anniversary Gala!

Randy Weston Quintet
Science Center, Blue Bell Campus 
8 p.m.
(Jazz Piano) Randy Weston is 
one of the world’s foremost 
pianists and composers; a 
true innovator and visionary 
of jazz. Encompassing the vast 
rhythmic heritage of Africa, 
his global creations musically 
continue to inform and in-
spire. Info & Tickets available 
at www.mc3.edu/livelyarts.

Tuesday, Feb. 7
Men’s Basketball
Home vs. Camden
5 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
Home vs. Camden
7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 8
Career Fair
Park House Hall, Blue Bell Campus 
11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
All Blue Bell Campus Career 
Fairs are held in the Park-
house Building Atrium.

Friday, Feb. 10
Lively Arts Event
Pretty Fire
by Theatre Horizon
Community Room, Pottstown Campus 
7 p.m.

(Theater) Pretty Fire, is an 
autobiographical one–woman 
play that chronicles the expe-
riences of an African-American 
girl from birth to age 11. Pretty 
Fire dramatizes the life of its 
protagonist but also celebrates 
the circle of relatives and 
other role models who affect 
the lives of children. Starring: 
Kathy Simpson.  Info & Tick-
ets available at www.mc3.edu/
livelyarts.

Saturday, Feb. 11
Women’s Basketball
Away @ Brookdale
Noon

Men’s Basketball
Away @ Brookdale
2 p.m.

Lively Arts Event
Pretty Fire
by Theatre Horizon
Science Center, Blue Bell Campus 
8 p.m.

(Theater) Pretty Fire, is an 
autobiographical one–woman 
play that chronicles the expe-
riences of an African-Ameri-
can girl from birth to age 11. 
Pretty Fire dramatizes the life 

of its protagonist but also cel-
ebrates the circle of relatives 
and other role models who af-
fect the lives of children. Star-
ring: Kathy Simpson.  Info & 
Tickets available at www.mc3.
edu/livelyarts.

Friday, Feb. 17
Lively Arts Event
Lila Downs
Science Theater, Blue Bell Campus 
8 p.m.

(World Music) Lila Downs is 
a Mexican–American singer 
who performs her own com-
positions as well as tapping 
into native Mesoamerican 
music of the Mixtec, Zopotec, 
Maya, and Nahuatl cultures.  
Her passionate and emotional 
performances are spell-bind-
ing. Info & Tickets available at 
www.mc3.edu/livelyarts.

Monday, Feb. 27
Lively Arts Film
Traces of the Trade
(Lecture/Film) In the film 
Traces of the Trade, Katrina 
Browne tells the story of her 
forefathers, the largest slave-

trading family in U.S. history. 
Viewers will be surprised to 
learn that Browne’s ancestors 
were Northerners. The film 
follows Browne and family 
members on a journey which 
brings them face-to-face with 
the history of New England’s 
hidden enterprise. 

Saturday, Mar. 3
Lively Arts Event
Dance Theater of Harlem
Science Center, Blue Bell Campus 
8 p.m.

(Dance) Now in its fourth 
decade, Dance Theatre of Har-
lem has grown into a multi-
cultural dance institution with 
an extraordinary legacy of 
providing opportunities for 
creative expression and artis-
tic excellence that continues 
to set standards in the per-
forming arts. Info & Tickets 
available at www.mc3.edu/
livelyarts.

Updated monthly...
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by Lyn Sheppard     
Contributing Writer

 Chasing your dreams can 
be an arduous task as you 
climb your hills and fall into 
your valleys.  Philadelphia na-
tive Leonard William “Doc” 
Gibbs, Jr., the renowned mas-
ter musician of the hand drum, 
knows how difficult this mis-
sion can be.  Gibbs  attended 
public schools, and was also 
a student at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts for one 
and a half years.  There, he 
studied painting, drawing and 
sculpture when “finally that 
drum bug hit me,” he said.
 Gibbs is still climbing the 
ladder of success, “there is 
still some stuff I gotta do,” he 
says.  He has a couple of differ-
ent groups, one he will be per-
forming with at Montgomery 
County Community College 
on Jan. 13, 2012.
 “If you’re a good musician, 
I think I can find something in 
what you do that I like, and if 
the music is interesting and 
can take me on a journey, then 
I’m right there with you,”  says 
Gibbs.  “If it’s something like 
smooth jazz sounding, you 
don’t have me, I’m not there.”  
I like creative music where 
musicians are playing off of 
each other, creating, I don’t 
go for that formula smooth 
jazz stuff, it’s very boring, he 
said.  “When they opened the 
door and let that smooth jazz 
happen, they created a dumb-
ing down of the music, and it 
was done purely for profit,” 
Gibbs said.  And once it didn’t 
do what it was suppose to do, it 
disappeared. “Where is it now, 
we don’t even hear it.  There’s 
not even a smooth jazz station, 
WJJZ is gone!  The whole for-

mula and format all across the 
country is gone!” he said.
 Gibbs, 63, became inter-
ested in music around age 9 
or 10.  He wasn’t playing at 
that age he said, but he got 
an early exposure to creative 
music. Jazz music, because his 
parents, aunts and uncles lis-
tened to Duke Ellington, Sar-
ah Vaughn, Count Bassie and 
Ella Fitzgerald, just to name a 
few. “My family was definitely 
into jazz,” he said.  Gibbs start-
ed exploring smaller groups,  
because he didn’t care for the 
bigger bands.  He remembers 
the first record he bought as a 
child was a Freddie Hubbard 
album, called the “Artistry of 
Freddie Hubbard.”  Gibbs was 
into groups like Art Blakey, 
the Jazz Messengers, Miles 
Davis, Donald Byrd, and of 
course Freddie Hubbard.  
 “That was the music that 
was played on the radio and 
that’s what I gravitated to, you 
know, Trane [Coltrane] all that 
kind of stuff.” Gibbs said he 
would sit and listen to a lot of 
jazz music.  
 He started buying jazz re-
cords when he was 14 years 
of age.  Gibbs said it took him 
a year to appreciate the art-
ists his parents listened to.  
He remembers fondly, with 
a smile in his voice, and said, 
“I had friends and we would 
sit around on Friday and Sat-
urday night, my folks had a 
stereo system and we would 
play records. We would put 
a blue light and a green light 
in my mother’s lamps and we 
would sit in the living room.  
We would sit around and lis-
ten to jazz music, and it would 
take you on a journey in your 
mind.  The lights would be 
low, almost like being in a 

club.”  Gibbs said he started 
playing around that time, “I 
started taking drum lessons at 
Girls High with a snare drum 
teacher, and that was my early 
experience into drumming,” 
he said.
 “There use to be a pa-
rade that would go passed my 
house every year, it was the 
Elks parade,” he said.   “And 
they would march through my 
neighborhood and I would al-
ways be affected by the drums, 
because you could hear and 
feel the drums way in the 
distance.  And as it got closer 
and got louder you could feel 
it more in your body, and then 
it would go right passed my 
house.  It would be so loud 
and I would be so excited, the 
adrenalin would be high and I 
would be ‘Oh man’ so when I 
got old enough I would just fol-

low the parade, because I was 
just awe struck by the drums.”  
 Gibbs played in a junior 
high and high school band and 
orchestra.  He always wanted 
to play the snare drum, “but 
they always had guys a grade 
ahead of me who were already 
playing the snare drum, so I 
always got put on the odd in-
strument like, the splash cym-
bals, or the triangle.  I would 
say ‘Oh man, my folks are 
going to come to hear a per-
formance and I’m going to be 
playing a triangle.’”  Gibbs said 
his teacher saw his dilemma 
and explained to him that the 
triangle is a very important 
part because it happens only 
a few times in the piece, but 
it’s important. When Gibbs 
graduated from high school 
he wanted a set of drums, be-
cause he got good grades in 

school.  However, his parents 
told him they could not afford 
to buy him a drum set.  So he 
got his pennies together and 
bought a conga drum.  
 Then, at the age of 18, 
he was first attracted to hand 
drums.  He then began play-
ing with a couple of the local 
bands.  
 The Emeril Live show 
gave Gibbs wider visibility, but 
in terms of the show being a 
turning point in his career that 
is not true, he said.  Gibbs 
said his turning point came 
through Grover Washing-
ton, Jr., “because he believed 
in what I did and he took a 
chance on me when he got the 
opportunity.” 

Continued on page 11

Jazz It Up a Notch with Doc Gibbs

Courtesy of Doc Gibbs
Doc Gibbs, who has played with renowned musicians such as Grover Washington Jr., uses 
his hand drums to create original, energizing jazz music.
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Doc Gibbs
Continued from page 10
 

“Grover gave me the op-
portunity to be in his band, 
and whenever he worked, I 
worked,” he said.  Working 
with Washington was a great 
opportunity for Gibbs in terms 
of learning how to be a leader 
of a band.  “So all those things 
from my experience and intro-
duction was through Grover.  
The Emeril show made people 
aware of what I could do, and 
what I did,” he said.
 Gibbs is a chef in his own 
right, he said he’s the head 
chef at home.  He  cooks 99 
percent of the time and his 
lady will go in the kitchen ev-
ery now and then.  He is also 
a vegetarian, he hasn’t eaten 
meat since 1969.  He also said 
he learned a lot from Emeril.  
While doing the show for ten 
years, and he gained an un-
derstanding of  cooking, how 
television works, how to create 
music for a cooking show, and 
the constraint of a time slot.
 One of Gibbs’ groups, New 
World Review, is a drum, bass 
and vocal ensemble that fuses 
different drum styles from dif-
ferent cultures.  He believes 
he has a unique approach to 
drumming.  
 “When I teach, I can see 
how my technique helps them 
[children].  I know how to 
teach, you know, a lot of musi-
cians who play instruments are 
not necessarily teachers, just 
like a lot of teachers are not 
necessarily good musicians.  
It’s hard to find somebody who 
can cover both bases very very 
well.  I think a teacher has to 
engage a student, and make 
it fun, interesting so you can 
walk away with something 
that you didn’t have when you 
came in,”  Gibbs said.  He said 
he wants to be able to establish 

that kind of an institution.  He 
is involved with an organization 
called the Traditional African 
American Society which was 
formed several years ago that 
acknowledges the existence of 
traditional hand drummers in 
Philadelphia, “hand drummers 
that were born and raised 
here.”  “Philadelphia has an 
abundance of hand drummers, 
and we have a rich history in 
the hand drum here,” he said.     
 Gibbs credits God and his 
parents for his success, and af-
ter that he says he had many 
influences in his life, his first 
main big influence was a man 
by the name of Baba Crowder. 
 Crowder is one of the 
birthing pioneers of the hand 
drum in Philadelphia and New 
York, he said.  Baba was one 
of the first African Americans 
to play with the poet Ola Tunji 
when he was doing his Drums 
of Passion music, he added.  
“This was the first record to 
come out in America that gave 
African Americans a sense 
of their culture,” Gibbs said.  
“They sold a lot of that record, 
that record came out at the 
beginning of the Civil Rights 
era, and this record brought 
the drum to the forefront of 
peoples mind and psyche.  We 
always knew the drum was a 
part of our culture but it was 
always suppressed.
  “The drum is powerful, 
the drum is a way of commu-
nication.  Nat Turner used the 
drum to alert the slaves to know 
it is time to revolt.  The drum is 
very powerful,” he said.

Apply at cedarcrest.edu
Or call 610-740-3770

Keep Your Momentum Going!
At Cedar Crest College

Financial Aid Available • Classes Begin January 17, 2012

We offer a generous Transfer Credit Policy that recognizes the value 
of your associate’s degree from anywhere in the country.

REGISTER NOW FOR

Spring
Semester
Classes
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by Richard Meyers
Contributing Writer

 Come sail away, to the land of Texas!  Join 
Montgomery County Community College on 
this year’s Alternative Spring Break (ASB) trip.  
A group of sixteen students/brave souls will be 
selected to venture into the rewarding world of 
volunteer labor. Each year Montgomery County 
Community College students and faculty work 
with Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate Chal-
lenge program. A program dedicated to linking 
college students with families who need a hand 
building up their home in one day. “Groups 
spend one week working with the local affiliate, 
community and partner families to help elimi-
nate poverty housing in the area” as put by Habi-
tat for Humanity.  If you feel voting has gotten 
old, like making important changes and spend-
ing time in new places- put down your “Occupy” 
signs, and pick up an ASB application.  Form can 
be found in the Student leadership and involve-
ment office for a shot at giving a family a home.
 Last year’s ASB trip was a success.  Twelve 
students lived with one another for a week, shar-
ing group cooked meals, life stories, and their 
will to help the inhabitants of Grand-Rapids, 
Mich. They worked with official habitat volun-

teers (retired farmers, construction workers, 
missionaries) to help build sustainable, LEED 
certified homes (highly energy efficient, qual-
ity homes). These adventurers learned how to 
paint, drill, walk on roofs, and put sledge ham-
mers to walls. How’s that for remedying eco-
nomic inequality!
 During free-time students absorbed the 
culture, played kick-ball in a church basement, 
and sat in round-circle reflections. Conversa-
tions revolved around everything from the 
events of the day, to extremely cute themed-
rubber ducks. The group of students came 
from such different backgrounds yet were all 
linked by a will to give time, love, and relief to 
other human beings.  Many friendships were 
started and perspectives learned.
 This is a great opportunity to put your help-
ing bones to use and to be part of this mutually 
life changing experience.  Application forms are 
due by 5pm on December 2nd 2012, in the Stu-
dent and Leadership Involvement office (secret 
door in the game room.)  Take your time, think/
write about why you want to go on this trip, and 
start to tell people you may be going to Texas 
during spring break! If you have any questions 
please contact Jenna Klaus at jklaus@mc3.edu 
as she can answer any and all questions ASB.

Alternative Spring Break
Back again this year, but in Texas

Student Support and Referral Team (SSRT)
Connecting Students with College and Community Resources

SSRT is a free, confi dential referral service available to all students. It involves a support team of 
counselors, faculty and staff who assist students dealing with issues such as emotional distress, 
stress, anxiety, eating disorders, abuse, depression, grief, potential violence and substance abuse. 
SSRT works to connect students with College and community resources and caring professionals. 

This is a FREE CONFIDENTIAL referral service
available to current students of the College.

Students may self refer by:
• Visiting Student Success Center during normal business hours

• Sending an email to SSRT at StudentReferral@mc3.edu 
• Include a brief description of situation, use College ID # (no 

name), and include a phone number to be contacted at.
• Emails received when the College is closed will be responded 

to on when the College reopens.

• Calling Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Speak to an SSRT members or counselor make an appoinment

This is not a hotline service. 
Emergencies and/or crisis situations dial 9-1-1
to get immediate assistance to your location.

Central Campus                                     
Student Success Center

College Hall                                            
215-641-6577                                         

West Campus
Student Success Center                        

South Hall 151
610-718-1906

The Navpoint Student Financial Lab Program
Available 24/7, the program takes only about 3.5 hrs to complete—
a small investment of time in return for fi nancial success—and includes:

• Finance Curriculum – learn basic rules of managing money!
• Interactive Budget Toolkit – develop a budget that works for you!
• Counseling Services Center – get out of debt now and forever!
• Resource Center – use your new skills for fi nancial gain!

Take this important step toward managing your money, debt, and credit– 
all while earning your college degree!  

Information was emailed to students on September 9 with an access 
code. If you did not receive this email or need more information, please 
contact Denise Nuccio in the Financial Aid Offi ce at dnuccio@mc3.edu. 

Bills stacking up?Costs increasing?Education expenses rising?What will you do?

FREE FINANCIAL HELP
at Your Fingertips

The Financial Aid Offi ce wants to help you succeed! Try:

Occupy Philly
Continued from page  3

that the voters are not being 
represented by the politicians 
that they voted for.
 Update, Nov. 30: Ac-
cording to the Philly.com web-
site Dilworth plaza was raided 
at 1 a.m. and 52 people were 
arrested. At an early morning 
news conference Mayor Nut-
ter declared that the Dilworth 
occupation was over. 
 The protesters had previ-
ously been ordered to vacate 
the property by 5 p.m. on Sun-
day, Nov. 27, but many of them 
stayed on past the deadline. 
The reason Mayor Nutter gave 
for evicting the protesters was 
that the Plaza was about to un-

dergo a 50 million dollar reno-
vation that would include im-
proving handicapped access, 
creating a green landscape 
with grass and trees, as well as 
a winter ice rink.
 Pierce commented on the 
renovations when I spoke to 
him on the Saturday morning 
before the eviction deadline. 
He said he felt as though most 
of the occupiers were in favor 
of the renovations because of 
the jobs that they would cre-
ate. And that they were sched-
uled to discuss the matter and 
vote on whether to vacate the 
Plaza later in the day.
 A splinter group has been 
issued a permit to protest 
across the street in Thomas 
Paine Plaza; but they are not 

allowed to camp overnight and 
can only occupy the plaza from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
 Now we will see if the 
momentum can carry the 
movement. They can still have 
presence and their voices can 
still be heard and seen. Phila-
delphia has a long history as a 
meeting place of great minds 
and of their ideas toward free 
and fare nation. 
 What is happening here; 
is that the people are exercis-
ing their rights to freedom of 
speech and the right to assem-
ble that our forefathers laid 
out in the first Amendment of 
the Bill of Rights.
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by Marimah Branch
Staff Writer

 Montgomery County 
Community College hosts a 
number of student-run orga-
nizations on its Central and 
West Campuses, one of which 
is the Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) 
business organization. 
 PBL is the collegiate 
chapter of the Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America, a 
national non-profit student 
business organization for dif-
ferent educational levels. This 
important organization has 
been in existence since 1937, 
and has since grown into 
the largest business career 
student organization in the 
world. Their purpose is to de-

velop leadership, communica-
tion, and team skills through 
activities, conferences, and 
competitive events which 
showcase the power of net-
working in a business career. 
According to their website, 
their mission statement says: 
“Our mission is to bring busi-
ness and education together 
in a positive working relation-
ship through innovative lead-
ership and career develop-
ment programs.” (Visit www.
fbla-pbl.org) The organization 
affords great opportunities 
to its student members, and 
here at MCCC the chapter is 
vigorous and growing. 
 The MCCC PBL chapter 
got a whole new look this se-
mester as new officers were 

elected, and new endeavors 
undertaken. This is the first 
year that the organization has 
co-presidents, and these two 
presidents are seeking to re-
organize and reshape some of 
the aspects of the group func-
tions. For instance, this year 
they have redesigned a wel-
come packet for new mem-
bers, and are currently creat-
ing, with the other officers, a 
new Facebook fan page to in-
crease contact among current 
members and to attract new 
members. 
 This semester PBL is 
getting hosting a fundraiser 
through Applebee’s Restau-
rant Dining to Donate. Dining 
to Donate runs from 5-8pm 
on the selected day, and is 

open for all guests with PBL 
coupons; 10 percent of the 
check total will be donated 
to PBL. The fundraiser is to 
raise money to send a few 
PBL members to the National 
Leadership Conference in 
Texas next summer. 
 The first fundraiser wa 
held on December 5 at the 
Montgomeryville location on 
Route 309 in North Wales. 
The second fundraiser will 
be held on December 7 at the 
Lansdale location on Welsh 
Road in Ralph’s Corner. Cou-
pons are being distributed 
all over campus and available 
through the members individ-
ually. For more information 
contact Marimah Branch at 
267-374-7003. 

Business Students Today, Business Leaders Tomorrow

“Financial aid help was here for me!”

www.arcadia.edu/transfer • 1-877-ARCADIA (1-877-272-2342)  • Metropolitan Philadelphia

“  My financial aid counselor’s helpful 
advice and compassionate attitude with 
my family helped me attend Arcadia. 
I was able to speak to my financial aid 
adviser in confidence, and we received 
the help we needed.”

   Misook Davis ’10, a Pre-Art Therapy major 
from Deer Park, N.Y. 

Attend Arcadia’s  
Transfer Decision Day

Wednesday, Dec. 14 
Noon to 6:30 p.m. 

Grey Towers Castle

Register Now! 

www.arcadia.edu/transfer

ATTENTION STUDENTS

Work around classes, 
no experience needed, 
customer sales/service,
 FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES, 
$15.00 base pay/appt.
Scholarships awarded,
GREAT RESUME EXP.

All Ages 17+ CALL 
OR APPLY ONLINE NOW!
Bucks Co 215-343-9102
Ambler 610-757-0074

KOP 610-410-8103
WorkForStudents.com
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 On November 10,the campus Bookstore hosted the Montco Writer’s Club Coffeehouse.  Twenty-eight students, faculty, alumni and community members 
attended to hear written works read aloud. The presentations shared included subjects such as love,war, death,  history and zombies. 
 The activities were emceed by Rob Gardner, a current Creative Writing student. The evening of heavily emotional poetry and humorous rap was capped off 
by Professor Pat Nestler being recorded while she performed her almost infamous rap piece. 

Montco Writers’ Club Coffeehouse
Story and Photography by John Rayno

Montco Writers’ Club Coffeehouse Audience

Speaker Arel Avellino

Speaker Josh CurrySpeaker Cindy Moyer-Neel

Speaker Kris Adams
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Women’s
    Volleyball
        Pep Rally

Women’s
    Volleyball
        Pep Rally

Women’s
    Volleyball
        Pep Rally

Left: Director of Athletics, Bruce Bach, proudly
displays the Women’s Volleyball Team’s NJCAA
Division III, Region 19 Championship Plaque.

Right: MCCC’s Women’s Volleyball Team and students                
tap into some school spirit during the pep rally.

Above: It appears that this student’s plan for the pie–eating contest was 
“The more you wear, the less you have to eat.”

Below: Members of MCCC’s Women’s 
Volleyball Team, plus one, show off some 
of the energy that help them become the 
Region 19 champions.

Norm Detweiler/The Montgazette


