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	 This	 month’s	 Montgazette	
pays	tribute	to	MCCC’s	founding	
president,	Dr.	Leroy	Brendlinger,	
who	died	in	August.

	 Dr.	 Brendlinger’s	 legacy	 re-
mains	in	minds	and	hearts	as	well	
as	the	very	structures	of	the	Cen-
tral	and	West	campuses.	
	
	 Other	features	include	a	visit	
to	 the	 Art	 Barn,	 an	 experience	
at	 the	 campus	 Observatory	 and	
information	 about	 the	 upcoming	
Writer’s	Conference.	A	peer	men-
tor	sheds	light	on	the	importance	
of	communication	in	“How	to	Talk	
to	Your	Professors.”	
	
	 And	 don’t	 forget	 to	 check	
out	 the	 calendar	 for	 upcoming	
Fall	events.
	

Jocelyn	Moye
Editor–in–Chief We	are	always	 looking	for	news	about	the	college,	but	we	can’t	keep	

track	of	it	all	without	your	help.	

We	welcome	contributions	and	suggestions	from	students,	faculty	and	
staff	of	Montgomery	County	Community	College.	Whether	it	is	a	no-
tice	of	an	upcoming	event,	a	special	accomplishment	by	one	of	our	own	
or	just	a	“heads	up”	about	something	newsworthy,	please	let	us	know.	

Thanks!

All	content	is	subject	to	approval	by	our	editors.	

Advertise
The deadline for the November issue is October 15.

If	you	would	like	to	advertise	in	The	Montgazette,	please	contact	
montgazette@gmail.com		or	visit	montgazette.wordpress.com	for	
pertinent	information.

All	clubs	chartered	through	the	Office	of	Student	Leadership	and	
Involvement	may	advertise	in	The	Montgazette	free	of	charge.

About

The	Montgazette	is	published	on	the	first	Tuesday	of	every	month	
from	September	through	December	and	February	through	May	by	
the	students	of	Montgomery	County	Community	College.	

The	Montgazette	is	printed	by	Montgomery	Newspapers	in	Exton,	PA.

Visit us at:

Montgazette.wordpress.com
Full Color Photos   •   Mobile Device Friendly   •   RSS Feed

WANTED!
Student Journalists

Report on a wide range of content:
 • news
 • sports
 • arts
 •  entertainment
 • music
 • community events
 • ...and more!

Let Your Voice Be Heard!

The Montgazette is looking for Central & West Campus writers.

For more information, email Jocelyn Moye at jmoye1307@students.mc3.edu
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by Julia Tasca
Staff	Writer

Montgomery	 County	
Community	 College	
President	Dr.	Karen	

Stout’s	 e-mail	 to	 “everyone”	
noted	 his	 passion	 for	 educa-
tion	had	transformed	lives.	
	 “The	 entire	 college	 com-
munity	 is	 saddened	 by	 his	
passing,”	 Stout	 wrote	 about	
the	 college’s	 founding	 presi-
dent,	Dr.	Leroy	R.	Brendlinger,	
who	died	Aug.	17.
	 Stout,	the	college’s	fourth	
president,	 called	 Brendlinger,	
92,	a	lifelong	friend	of	MCCC.
	 “His	spirit	will	 forever	 re-
main	part	of	our	college.”
	 Professor	 James	 Cooney	
hit	 the	 “reply	 all”	 button	 to	
Stout’s	 e-mail,	 proclaiming	
Brendlinger	 “a	 man	 of	 imagi-
nation,	 vision	 and	 impact	 –	
back	in	a	day	when	such	rare	
talents	were	hoped	for,	earned	
and	respected.
	 “President	 Brendlinger’s	
formative	 influence	 on	 Mont-
gomery	 County	 Community	
College	 endures	 and	 flour-
ishes,”	Cooney	wrote.	“Thank	
you,	Roy!”
	 Brendlinger	led	the	college	
from	 its	 founding	 in	 1964	 until	
he	retired	in	1981.	The	library	at	
the	Central	Campus	was	named	
in	his	honor	in	2004.	 	
	 To	 many,	 he	 was	 simply	
“Dr.	B,”	the	college’s	founder.	
He	 wrote	 the	 plan,	 pressed	
the	 county	 commissioners	
and	secured	the	start-up	fund-
ing	and	faculty.
	 When	the	community	col-
lege	concept	was	in	its	infancy,	
Brendlinger	 envisioned	 an	

institution	 that	 would	 serve	
those	who	were	not	ready	aca-
demically	 for	 larger	 colleges	
and	universities.	
	 “He	 was	 a	 down-to-earth,	
practical	 person	 with	 sincere	
motivations	 and	 desires,”	 li-
brarian	 Robert	 Erb	 said.	 “He	
cared	for	the	success	of	the	ev-
eryday	‘Jane	and	John	Doe.’”
	 Erb,	 who	 was	 hired	 in	
1970,	 recalled	 the	 question	
Brendlinger	had	asked	him	at	
the	 time:	 “What	 do	 you	 think	
you	can	bring	to	the	college?”
	 Smiling	brightly	as	he	re-
called	the	moment,	Erb	said,	“I	
told	him	that	I	was	going	to	try	
to	do	my	job	–	and	try	to	do	my	
job	well.”
	 According	to	Brendlinger,	
that’s	all	he	ever	wanted	from	
his	staff	–	that	they	do	their	job	
to	the	best	of	their	abilities.		
	 In	 a	 2004	 recorded	 inter-
view,	Brendlinger	spoke	of	hir-
ing	the	college’s	first	faculty.
	 “I	 told	 [them]	 your	 re-
sponsibility	 is	 to	teach.	These	
students	 need	 all	 your	 exper-
tise.	Yes,	you	can	write,	 that’s	
great.	 But	 your	 responsibility	
will	 be	 to	 teach.	 And	 I	 think	
this	was	the	basic	concept	for	
the	 success	 of	 the	 institution	
…	because	the	faculty	wanted	
to	teach.”
	 A	 vacant	 high	 school	 at	
7th	and	Fayette	streets	in	Con-
shohocken	served	as	the	first	
MCCC	campus	in	1964.	
	 “I	 lived	 about	 two	 blocks	
up	 the	 street,”	 recalled	 Joy	
Benedict,	 who	 was	 hired	 in	
1966.	 “It	 was	 like	 walking	 to	
high	school	all	over	again.”	
	 Brendlinger,	 she	 said,	
had	 the	 students’	 and	 staff’s	

best	interest	in	mind	when	the	
community	 college	 opened	
its	 doors	 at	 the	 former	 Con-
shohocken	 High	 School.	 Yes,	
there	was	chaos	in	those	early	
days,	 she	 said,	 but	 MCCC’s	
presence	turned	the	small	bor-
ough	into	a	“college	town.”	
	 “There	 were	 cars	 parked	
up	and	down	the	streets,	peo-
ple	 were	 always	 in	 the	 diners	
before	 and	 after	 classes	 –	 we	
really	 made	 Conshohocken	
come	alive,”	Benedict	said.	
	 Of	 the	 time	 in	 Con-
shohocken,	 Brendlinger	 re-
called	 naysayers	 and	 skeptics	
who	 found	 it	 appropriate	 that	
MCCC	would	be	housed	in	an	
old	high	school.	
	 “We	had	to	be	successful,”	
Brendlinger	 said	 on	 the	 re-
cording.	“Some	of	the	compe-
tition	said,	 ‘well,	 that’s	a	good	
place	to	start	because	it	won’t	
survive,	anyway.’	But	we	did.”
	 In	a	May	21,	1967,	speech,	
Brendlinger	said	the	college’s	
basic	objective	was	“to	further	
educational	 opportunities	 in	
liberal	arts	and	in	occupational	
skills,	 not	 only	 for	 immediate	
graduates	but	also	for	citizens	
interested	 in	 attaining	 addi-
tional	knowledge	and	skills	for	
new	works	which	are	or	will	be	
available.”
	 By	1969,	the	college’s	stu-
dent	 population	 had	 reached	
more	 than	 1,600	 students.	
More	space	was	needed.
	 Papers	 from	 the	 MCCC	
Archive	Room	speak	about	the	
rapid	growth.	
	 “Within	a	year,	we	will	be	
planning	our	move	to	the	per-
manent	campus	on	Route	202,	
west	 of	 Route	 73	 in	 Center	

Square,”	 Brendlinger	 told	 the	
staff	 and	 faculty	of	 the	Upper	
Dublin	 School	 District	 in	 the	
fall	 of	 1973.	 He	 said	 MCCC’s	
new	 location	 would	 be	 de-
signed	 to	 accommodate	 up	
to	 5,000	 students	 –	 almost	 13	
times	the	enrollment	in	1964.
	 While	 he	 tended	 to	
the	 college’s	 growth,	
Brendlinger	 seemed	 uncom-
fortable	 connecting	 with	
some	 of	 the	 students	 of	 the	
1960s	 and	 early	 1970s,	 re-
called	 Clark	 DeLeon,	 a	 jour-
nalism	instructor	who	attend-
ed	MCCC	from	1968	to	1970.		
	 “He	 seemed	 bewildered	
by	us,”	DeLeon	said,	pointing	
to	a	photo	of	his	brother,	Dou-
glass,	 and	 Brendlinger	 taken	
during	 a	 school-related	 trip	
to	 Washington,	 D.C.	 in	 1970.	
Douglass	 DeLeon	 was	 presi-
dent	 of	 MCCC	 Student	 Gov-
ernment	at	the	time.
	 “…	this	picture	shows	Dou-
gie	wearing	striped,	bell-bottom	
pants	 and	 a	 big,	 blond,	 curly,	
white	[afro]	standing	next	to	a	
very	 stiff	 Brendlinger,”	 Clark	
DeLeon	noted.
	 Diana	 McGuire	 remem-
bers	 Brendlinger	 as	 a	 leader	
who	cared	so	much	for	MCCC	
that	he	never	really	retired.
	 “His	 speeches	 were	 very	
dignified,	 as	 was	 he	 as	 a	 per-
son,”	said	McGuire,	who	works	
in	the	Student	Leadership	and	
Involvement	 Office.	 McGuire	
worked	 with	 Brendlinger’s	
son	Brian,	the	college’s	former	
director	 of	 Student	 Activities.	
Brendlinger’s	 other	 children,	
Dawn	and	Craig,	also	work	in	
the	education	field.

	 McGuire	 remembered	
Brendlinger	visiting	the	school	
one	 or	 two	 days	 a	 week.	 He	
had	an	office	in	the	library.				
	 “I	believe	he	came	here	to	
work	 on	 [writing]	 his	 book,”	
McGuire	 said,	 referring	 to	
Brendlinger’s	 autobiography,	
“From	Swamp	to	Blue	Bell.”
	 The	 autobiography	 de-
tailed	 his	 passion	 for	 helping	
students	 succeed	 in	 school,	
his	time	in	the	military	and	his	
take	on	family	values.
	 Brendlinger	 wrote	 about	
his	childhood	home	on	a	fruit	
farm	in	Fredrick	on	Route	73.	
He	 was	 born	 to	 Claude	 and	
Elsie	 Brendlinger	 who	 raised		
him	with	“guidance	and	disci-
pline,”	something	 that	he	car-
ried	 with	 him	 throughout	 the	
rest	of	his	life.	
	 Growing	 up,	 Brendlinger	
said	that	he	was	instilled	with	a	
strong	sense	of	family	and	com-
munity	from	a	very	young	age.		
	 He	 attended	 a	 small,	 lo-
cal	 school	 until	 the	 eighth	
grade.	 Afterward,	 he	 attend-
ed	 Boyertown	 High	 School.	
Transportation	 was	 a	 pretty	
big	issue	when	he	was	young,	
he	 wrote.	 He	 either	 rode	 his	
bike	to	class	or	hopped	in	his	
neighbor’s	truck.	
	 While	 attending	 West	
Chester	College,	Brendlinger	
began	 to	 establish	 empa-
thy	 for	 some	of	 the	students	
around	 him.	 He	 wrote	 that	
he	 saw	 they	 were	 not	 able	
to	work	to	their	full	potential	
because	 they	 did	 not	 under-
stand	 certain	 academic	 re-
quirements.	According	to	

Continued on page 11

‘Thank you, Roy!’
Faculty and staff past and present remember MCCC’s founding president, Dr. Leroy Brendlinger.
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by Norman Detweiler
Staff	Writer

The	 lights	 faded	 and	
a	 hush	 fell	 over	 the	
crowd	 as	 the	 moon	

took	 center	 stage	 in	 all	 its	
bright,	 white	 and	 buttery	
magnificence.
	 The	 moon’s	 brightness	
obscured	 many	 of	 the	 other	
heavenly	 bodies	 and	 stole	
the	show	on	the	first	of	three	
“Community	 Nights	 in	 the	
Observatory”	at	Montgomery	
County	Community	College’s	
Central	Campus.	
	 On	 Sept.	 12,	 the	 public	
was	invited	to	use	the	school’s	
three,	 10-inch	 telescopes	 and	
visit	 MCCC’s	 state-of-the	 art	
observatory	atop	the	college’s	
ATC	 building.	 	 In	 all,	 about	
30	 community	 members,	 stu-
dents	and	staff	participated.
	 Children	 lined	 up	 with	
parents	 to	 take	 turns	 peeking	
into	space	to	observe	the	lunar	
landscape.
	 “Pick	 one	 eye	 as	 your	
‘moon	 eye,’”	 astronomy	 pro-
fessor	 and	 master	 of	 ceremo-
nies	 Kelli	 Spangler	 told	 the	
crowd.	 She	 explained	 the	
moon’s	 brightness,	 when	
viewed	 through	 the	 College’s	
telescope,	would	cause	a	tem-
porary	 blindness	 in	 the	 eye	
used	for	viewing.	
	 The	 Meade	 LX200	 tele-
scope	 can	 magnify	 an	 object	
up	 to	 100	 times.	 Once	 all	 the	
hardware	 and	 software	 is	
hooked	 up,	 the	 telescope	 can	
stream	live	images	from	outer	
space	to	Spangler’s	classroom	
and	 to	 her	 students	 online.	 It	
can	also	be	remotely	operated	
from	 computers	 in	 the	 class-
room,	Spangler	said.
	

	 Community	 members	
lined	up	to	take	their	turns	to	
“ooh”	and	“ahh”	at	the	moon	as	
they	surveyed	the	bright	land-
scape.	Spangler	described	the	
crater	Copernicus	and	pointed	
out	 the	 double	 ridge	 around	
its	 outside	 and	 the	 “ejecta”	
peak	in	the	center,	which	was	
formed	on	 impact	 from	a	me-
teor	or	comet.
	 On	 the	 observation	 deck,	
students	 from	 Spangler’s	 day	
class	 assisted	 community	
members.	 	 On	 this	 night,	 the	
moon	was	one	day	past	full.	
	 Also	 attending	 the	 event	
was	 former	 pediatrician	 Jim	
Hoffman,	a	member	of	the	Del-
aware	Valley	Amateur	Astron-
omers.	 Hoffman	 said	 astrono-
my	 was	 his	 passion	 for	 about	
65	 years.	 He	 said	 he	 couldn’t	
remember	 a	 time	 when	 he	
wasn’t	 asking	 his	 father	 if	 he	
could	 go	 outside	 and	 stare	
at	 the	 sky.	 	 He	 assisted	 Span-
gler	and	her	students	in	using	
the	 telescopes.	 Hoffman	 even	
brought	his	own	eyepiece.
	 A	reporter	asked	both	him	
and	Spangler	what	they	thought	
of	 the	 government	 trying	 to	
privatize	NASA.	They	both	said	
the	 government	 should	 be	 in-
vesting	 in	 the	 space	 program.	
They	 noted	 that	 many	 inven-
tions,	such	as	Velcro,	Tang,	fire-
fighting	suit	 technology,	digital	
photography	 and	 medical	 ad-
vances	resulted	from	space	ex-
ploration	programs.
	 If	 the	 government	 stops	
funding	 the	 space	 program,	
Spangler	 noted,	 “you	 break	
that	 whole	 cycle	 of	 the	 scien-
tific	process.”
	 Even	 though	 the	 night	
was	 a	 little	 less	 than	 perfect,	
there	 were	 enough	 lights	 in	
the	 sky	 to	 keep	 things	 inter-

The first of three star-watching events in the ATC Observatory also showcased Jupiter. 

Moon Steals Show at Community Observatory Night

Community member and amateur astronomer, Jim Hoffman, adjusts the telescope in 
MCCC’s state of the art observatory in search of distant heavenly bodies.

esting.	 That	 and	 the	 warmth	
of	the	Indian	summer	evening	
seemed	 to	 be	 enough.	 Many	
said	 they	 would	 be	 back	 for	
the	upcoming	shows.	
	 Later	 in	 the	 evening,	 af-
ter	most	people	had	gone,	the	

planet	 Jupiter	 and	 its	 moons	
became	clearly	visible	and	the	
few	 remaining	 people	 got	 to	
see	 the	 planet	 in	 all	 its	 gran-
deur	 through	 one	 of	 the	 10-
inch	telescopes.	
	 The	 observatory	 and	

rooftop	 observation	 deck	 will	
be	 open	 to	 the	 public	 again	
on	 Oct.	 10	 from	 7	 p.m.	 to	 9	
p.m.	 and	 also	 on	 Nov.	 7	 from	
5:30	p.m.	to	9	p.m.	Astronomy	
clubs	are	welcome	too,	accord-
ing	to	MCCC’s	website.	

Norman Detweiler / The Montgazette
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Programs include:

•  General Studies with Business Minor

•  Communications and Applied Technology

•  Computing and Security Technology

• Construction Management

• Creativity and Innovation

• Education

• Engineering Technology

• Emergency Management

• Homeland Security Management

• Professional Studies

• Property Management

• Retail Leadership

The one with the bachelor’s  
degree earns 183% more  

than the one without.* be theONE
Complete your degree at Drexel University and be more 
marketable in the workplace, more valuable to an employer  
and more successful in fulfilling your personal and professional 
goals. For busy adults with the motivation to succeed, Drexel’s 
Goodwin College of Professional Studies offers undergraduate 
degree and degree-completion programs and professional,  
credit-bearing certificates in the evening and on Saturdays.

Work leading-edge learning into your life with flexible, 
affordable degree and certificate programs. Evening and 
Saturday courses offered at Drexel’s part-time tuition rate.

* www.USNews.com, The College Solution, 2010

ENROLL NOW! goodwin.drexel.edu
888-679-7966

The Fine Arts at Montgomery County Community College

2011-2012 Schedule

current
lANNY SOMMeSe

Oct 20–Nov18
 “OFF The WAll, ON The WAll”
A Poster Retrospective

Nov 28–dec 16
MONTGOMeRY cOuNTY cOMMuNITY 
cOlleGe’S ANNuAl ART FAculTY ANd 
INVITed ART AluMNI ShOW
Mixed Media

Jan 18–Feb 17
MYRTle WIllIAMS
“SPIRITuAl heRITAGe GOddeSS’S ANd 
The BOdY BeAuTIFul”
ceramics

current
celeBRATING The SchuYlKIll RIVeR 
heRITAGe AReA ThROuGh ART
“SceNeS OF The SchuYlKIll RIVeR 
heRITAGe AReA”
Original Art on Paper and Photography

Nov 7–dec16
BYeRS’ chOIce, lTd
hANdcRAFTING chRISTMAS TRAdITION 
IN OuR cOMMuNITY

Jan 18–Mar 25
PhIlAdelPhIA WATeR cOlOR SOcIeTY: 
MeMBeRS ShOW
Works on Paper

Grazing by helen Mirkil

Central Campus
in Blue Bell

Fine Arts center Gallery
West Campus

in Pottstown

North hall Art Gallery
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Katie Schnaath	(Liberal	Studies)
“Stop	the	war	and	use	that	money.”

Brynne Gallagher (Nursing)
“Spend money on environmental 
technologies.”

Gilbert Nha (Liberal	Arts)
“Stop	spending	on	large	corpora-
tions	and	spend	on	mid–size
businesses.”

Chuck Lewis (Nursing)
“	Legalize	marijuana,	it	would	start	a	
lot	of	new	businesses	and	save	a	lot	of	
money	on	law	enforcement.”

Katherine Lever
(Taking	a	French	course)	
	“Make	more	jobs	and	tax	the	wealthy.”

Rob Vielawski (Engineering)
“Help	small	businesses	and	
lower	taxes.”What do you think

the government should do
to stimulate the economy
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Quality You Can Afford!
Choose Villanova for Community College Merit

Rates and Phi Theta Kappa Scholarships

Villanova’s Part–Time Evening Division
We Are:

• Working Professionals • Community Leaders

• Students • Parents

We Offer Bachelor’s Degrees and Certificates in Over
15 Programs, Including:

• Accounting

• Business Administration

• General Studies

• Information Systems

• Leadership*

• Media & Technology
*Also available at MCCC West Campus

Why Choose Villanova Part-Time Studies?

• Community College Merit Rates

• Phi Theta Kappa Scholarships

• Guaranteed Admissions (For MCCC A.A. and A.S. students
pursuing Bachelor of Interdisciplinary degree programs)

• FastForward and Online Courses

Find out what Villanova can do for you.

Attend an Open House:
Tuesday, October 18, 2011 • 3:30 – 7:00 pm
or Thursday, November 17, 2011 • noon – 7 pm
Mention this ad and we’ll waive your application fee!
To register:
villanovafits.com • 610.519.4561

Villanova has been ranked
#1 Best Regional University in
the North by U.S.News & World
Report for nearly two decades!

The Campus shuttle 
runs between the 
Central and West 
Campuses and is still 
free for 2011–2012.
For more informa-
tion, visit: mc3.edu/
campuslife/shuttle
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Saturday, Oct. 15
Women’s Soccer
Home	vs.	Brookdale
Noon

Men’s Soccer
Away	@	Brookdale
Noon

Lively Arts Event
Billy Harper
Science	Center,	Blue	Bell	Campus
8	p.m.		

(Jazz)	 Billy	 Harper	 is	 one	 of	 a	
generation	of	Coltrane–influenced	
tenor	 saxophonists	 who	 actually	
built	upon	the	master’s	work,	rath-
er	than	simply	copy	it.	Recognized	
by	the	National	Endowment	of	the	
Arts	he	 is	a	gifted	composer,	and	
has	 received	 	 the	 International	
Critics	 Award	 for	 Tenor	 Saxo-
phone	for	two	years	consecutively.	
Info	and	Tickets	available	at	www.
mc3.edu/livelyarts.

Fine Art Fair
PA Guild of Craftsmen
Fine	Arts	Center,	Blue	Bell	Campus

Discover	 one-of-a-kind	 handmade	
works	by	more	than	100	craftsmen.		
This	 fabulous	 show	 will	 be	 inside	
and	outside	of	the	Fine	Arts	Center.	
Runs	 Through	 Sun,	 Oct.	 16.	 Visit	
www.pacrafts.org		for	details.

Monday, Oct. 17
Smart Start Workshop
What Can I Do With A Crimi-
nal Justice Degree? 
South	Hall,	Room	218
Pottstown	Campus
12:30–	1:20	p.m.		

Whether	you	are	already	a	Crimi-
nal	Justice	major	or	thinking	about	
it	 you	 will	 find	 this	 workshop	 in-
formative	and	helpful.		The	work-
shop	 will	 be	 facilitated	 by	 Benn	
Prybutok,	 MA,	 EJD,	 Director	 of	
Criminal	Justice	Studies,	Fire	Sci-
ence,	&	Emergency	Management	
&	 Planning	 at	 the	 College.	 	 The	
workshop	will	also	touch	upon	ca-

reer	prospects	for	students	in	the	
College’s	Fire	Science	and	Emer-
gency	 Management	 &	 Planning	
programs,	as	well	as	our	new	con-
centrations	in	Homeland	Security.

Men’s Soccer
Home	vs.	Morris
4	p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Away	@	Morris
4	p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
Away	@	Northampton	/	Morris
6	p.m.	/	8	p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 18
Women’s Volleyball
Home	vs.	Middlesex
7	p.m.	

Wednesday, Oct. 19
Smart Start Workshop
What Can I Do With A Crimi-
nal Justice Degree? 
Park	House	Hall,	Room	121
Blue	Bell	Campus
12:30–	1:20	p.m.		

Whether	you	are	already	a	Crimi-
nal	Justice	major	or	thinking	about	
it	 you	 will	 find	 this	 workshop	 in-
formative	and	helpful.		The	work-
shop	 will	 be	 facilitated	 by	 Benn	
Prybutok,	 MA,	 EJD,	 Director	 of	
Criminal	Justice	Studies,	Fire	Sci-
ence,	&	Emergency	Management	
&	 Planning	 at	 the	 College.	 	 The	
workshop	will	also	touch	upon	ca-
reer	prospects	for	students	in	the	
College’s	Fire	Science	and	Emer-
gency	 Management	 &	 Planning	
programs,	as	well	as	our	new	con-
centrations	in	Homeland	Security.

Men’s Soccer
Home	vs.	Northampton
3:30	p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
NJCAA	-	Preliminary
TBA

Thursday, Oct. 20
A Poster

Retrospective
“Off the Wall, On the Wall”
Fine	Arts	Gallery,
Blue	Bell	Campus	

Reception:	 	 Thurs,	 Oct.	 20	 5–7	
p.m.	 	 Lecture:	 “The	 Art	 and	 De-
sign	 World”	 1	 p.m;	 Gallery	 Talk:	
6pm.	Runs	until	Fri,	Nov.	18.	

Saturday, Oct. 22
Lively Arts Event
Baaba Maal
Science	Center	,	Blue	Bell	Campus
8	p.m.		

Tales from the Sahel Baaba. 
Maal	is	a	Senegalese	master	mu-
sician.	 Maal’s	 performance	 will	
feature	ancient	Fula	stories	from	
Senegal	,	a	discussion	about	how	
such	 tales	 have	 inspired	 Africa,	
and	related	songs.	

Also	 featuring	 Jim	 Palmer	 and	
Mamadou	 Sarr.	 Info	 &	 Tickets	
available	at	www.mc3.edu/lively-
arts.

Women’s Volleyball
NJCAA	-	Regional
@	Northampton
TBA

Monday, Oct. 24
Smart Start Workshop
Study Skills for Math 011 
South	Hall,	Room	218
Pottstown	Campus
12:30–	1:20	p.m.		

Join	 us	 for	 a	 workshop	 designed	
especially	 for	 students	 in	 Math	
011.	 	 Bring	 your	 textbook	 and	
questions.	

Wednesday, Oct. 26
Annual Job 

& Internship Expo
Pottstown	Campus		

Keep	an	eye	out	for	more	info!

Smart Start Workshop
Study Skills for Math 011
Park	House	Hall,	Room	121
Blue	Bell	Campus
12:30–	1:20	p.m.		

Join	 us	 for	 a	 workshop	 designed	
especially	 for	 students	 in	 Math	
011.	 	 Bring	 your	 textbook	 and	
questions.	

Friday, Oct. 28
Lively Arts Event
Monettes Sudlers’s
Guitar Summit
Science	Center,	Blue	Bell	Campus
8	p.m.

(Mixed Music)	 The	 Philadelphia	
Guitar	Summit	features	guitarists	
who	 attended	 a	 series	 of	 work-
shops	 culminating	 into	 an	 amaz-
ing	 concert	 and	 includes	 jazz	
guitar,	flamenco,	blues,	roots,	and	
“free”	music.	Featuring:		Pat	Mar-
tino,	Carlos	Rubio,	Charles	Eller-
bee,	 Gerald	 “Twig”	 Smith,	 Tom	
Giacabetti,	 and	 Matt	 Davis.	 Info	
&	 Tickets	 available	 at	 www.mc3.
edu/livelyarts.

Saturday, Oct. 29
Women’s Volleyball
NJCAA	-	District	Tournament
TBA

? !be this year 

will the
students & community
Where

of Montgomery County Community College

They could
               be at

All college related events are welcome on our calendar.*
Please contact montgazette@gmail.com or call 215-461-1143

*with approval by advisors
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Monday, Oct. 31
Smart Start Workshop
What Can I Do With A 
Human Services Degree?   
South	Hall,	Room	218
Pottstown	Campus
12:30–	1:20	p.m.		

Whether	you	already	are	a	Hu-
man	Services	major	or	thinking	
about	it,	you	will	find	this	work-
shop	informative	and	helpful.

Human	 Services	 is	 a	 diverse	
field.	 	 Learn	 how	 to	 prepare	
yourself,	gain	experience	now	
and	be	ready	for	your	future.

Wednesday, Nov. 2
Smart Start Workshop
What Can I Do With A
Human Services Degree?   
Park	House	Hall,	Room	121
Blue	Bell	Campus
12:30–	1:20	p.m.		

Whether	you	already	are	a	Hu-
man	Services	major	or	thinking	
about	it,	you	will	find	this	work-
shop	informative	and	helpful.

Human	 Services	 is	 a	 diverse	
field.	 	 Learn	 how	 to	 prepare	
yourself,	gain	experience	now	
and	be	ready	for	your	future.

Thursday, Nov. 3
Temple University Night
Science	Center,	Room	213

•	 Meet	 representatives	 from	
Montgomery	 County	 Com-
munity	 College	 and	 Temple	
University.

•	 Learn	 about	 the	 seamless	
transfer	 process	 through	 a	
panel	discussion.

•	Discover	Temple	University:	
Best	 of	 Both	 Worlds	 —in	 the	
City	and	the	Suburbs.

•	 Hear	 success	 stories	 from	
former	students.

Register	by	October	27:

www.mc3.edu/admissions	
or	 call	 Temple	 University	 at						
267-468-8111.

Friday, Nov. 4
Writers’ Conference
Junot	Díaz	will	deliver	the	key-
note	 address	 for	 the	 Writers	
Conference.	 	 A	 winner	 of	 the	
Pulitzer	 Prize	 for	 his	 debut	
novel	 The	 Brief	 Wondrous	
Life	 of	 Oscar	 Wao,	 Díaz	 has	
published	 in	 the	 New	 Yorker,	
the	Paris	Review,	and	The	Best	
American	 Short	 Stories.	 Visit	
http://www.mc3.edu/writer-
sconf	for	more	info.

Saturday, Nov. 5
Lively Arts Event
Dobet Gnahoré
Science	Center,	Blue	Bell	Campus		
8	p.m.

(African World Music)	 Dobet	
Gnahoré,	 a	 singer,	 dancer,	
percussionist,	 and	 songwriter	
from	 the	 Ivory	Coast,	 creates	
an	 entire	 concept	 for	 each	
piece	 complete	 with	 choreog-
raphy	 and	 lighting.	 Her	 per-
formances	 are	 a	 window	 to	
Africa’s	 past,	 present	 and	 fu-
ture.	 Info	 &	 Tickets	 available	
at	www.mc3.edu/livelyarts.

Monday, Nov. 7
Byers Choice, LTD
Art	Gallery,	Pottstown	Campus	

Handcrafting	 Christmas	 Tra-
dition	 in	Our	Community.	Re-
ception:	 Wed,	 Nov	 9	 5–7pm.	
Runs	until	Fri,	Dec	16.

Observatory Night 
Advance Technology Center
5:30–7:30	p.m.
Community	 nights	 are	 free	
of	charge	and	are	open	to	the	
public.	 Astronomy	 clubs	 are	
welcome.	 Attendees	 are	 in-
vited	 to	 bring	 their	 own	 tele-
scopes	 to	 set	 up	 on	 the	 Ob-
servation	 Deck,	 or	 they	 can	
observe	 the	 night	 sky	 using	

the	 College’s	 telescope	 and	
equipment.	For	more	informa-
tion,	call	215-641-6460

Wednesday, Nov. 9
Career Fair
Park	House	Hall,	Blue	Bell	Campus	

&	South	Hall,	Pottstown	Campus
11:30	a.m.–1:30	p.m.	

All	 Blue	 Bell	 Campus	 Career	
Fairs	 are	 held	 in	 the	 Park-
house	Building	Atrium.

All	Pottstown	Campus	Career	
Fairs	 are	 held	 in	 the	 South	
Hall	2nd	Floor	Lobby.

Thursday, Nov. 10
Lively Arts Event
A Doll’s House 
by Henrik Ibsen
Black	Box	Theater,	Blue	Bell	Campus
8	p.m.		

(Student Theater)	 Nora	 and	
her	husband	have	what	seems	
a	 perfect	 life…until	 a	 scandal	
arises	which	threatens	to	upset	
the	balance	of	their	home	and	
security.	 A	 Doll’s	 House	 puts	
one	marriage	to	the	test	,	and	
the	decision	Nora	makes	 has	
been	 described	 as	 “the	 door	

slam	heard	round	 the	world.”	
This	production	contains	adult	
themes.	 Info	 &	 Tickets	 avail-
able	at	www.mc3.edu/livelyarts.

Friday, Nov. 11
Lively Arts Event
A Doll’s House 
by Henrik Ibsen
Black	Box	Theater,	Blue	Bell	Campus
8	p.m.		

(Student Theater) Nora and 
her	husband	have	what	seems	
a	perfect	life…until	a	scandal	
arises	which	threatens	to	up-
set	the	balance	of	their	home	
and	security.	A	Doll’s	House	
puts	one	marriage	to	the	
test	,	and	the	decision	Nora	
makes	 has	been	described	as	
“the	door	slam	heard	round	
the	world.”	This	production	
contains	adult	themes.	Info	&	
Tickets	available	at	www.mc3.
edu/livelyarts.

Saturday, Nov. 12
Lively Arts Event
A Doll’s House 
by Henrik Ibsen
Black	Box	Theater,	Blue	Bell	Campus
8	p.m.		

(Student Theater)	 Nora	 and	
her	husband	have	what	seems	
a	 perfect	 life…until	 a	 scandal	
arises	which	threatens	to	upset	
the	balance	of	their	home	and	
security.	 A	 Doll’s	 House	 puts	
one	marriage	to	the	test	,	and	
the	decision	Nora	makes	 has	
been	 described	 as	 “the	 door	
slam	heard	round	 the	world.”	
This	production	contains	adult	
themes.	 Info	 &	 Tickets	 avail-
able	at	www.mc3.edu/livelyarts.

Sunday, Nov. 13
Lively Arts Event
A Doll’s House 
by Henrik Ibsen
Black	Box	Theater,	Blue	Bell	Campus
2	p.m.		

(Student Theater)	 Nora	 and	
her	husband	have	what	seems	
a	 perfect	 life…until	 a	 scandal	
arises	which	threatens	to	upset	
the	balance	of	their	home	and	
security.	 A	 Doll’s	 House	 puts	
one	marriage	to	the	test	,	and	
the	decision	Nora	makes	 has	
been	 described	 as	 “the	 door	
slam	heard	round	the	world.”

Updated monthly...
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Lively Arts
Fall 2011 Schedule

Billy Harper Quintet Oct 15  @  8:00pm

Baaba Maal  Oct 22  @  8:00pm
Tales From the Sahel

Monnette Sudler’s
Guitar Summit  Oct 28  @  8:00pm
Featuring: Pat Martino, Carlos Rubio, Charles Ellerbee, 
Gerald “Twig” Smith, Tom Giacabetti, and Matt Davis

Writers’ Conference Nov 4 & 5  @  7:30pm
Keynote Speaker: Junot Diaz

Dobet Gnahore Nov 5  @  8:00pm

Ragamala Dance
Company Nov 18  @  8:00pm

Kurt Elling Dec 3 @  8:00pm

Choral Society
of Montgomery County Dec 4  @  7:30pm
Performing Handel’s MESSIAH

For info & tickets, vist www.mc3.edu/livelyarts.

Montgomery County Teen Parent Task Force
in collaboration with MCCC’s Student Support & Referral Team

 invite you to a FREE information session

Straight Talk
about

 For Parents, Guardians, Teachers, Counselors, 
Healthcare Providers, and Others Working with Young People

Montgomery County Community College
Science Center Auditorium, Room 214

Central Campus, 340 DeKalb Pike, Blue Bell

Guest Speaker:
Dr. Judith W. Herrman, RN, ANEF

Associate Professor,
School of Nursing: University of Delaware

Register by Oct 19:
LaRue Emmell
215-679-3086
lemmell2@comcast.net

Wednesday, October 26, 7:00-9:00pm

by Bill Reynolds
Special	to	The	Montgazette

It	was	the	most	beautiful	day	
possible.

	 Not	 too	hot,	not	 too	cold,	
and	not	a	cloud	in	the	sky.
	 But	at	8:46	a.m.,	our	 lives	
were	forever	changed	in	ways	
that	we	couldn’t	imagine	at	the	
time.
	 The	way	we	travel,	look	at	
our	 neighbors	 and	 feel	 about	
emergency	 responders.	 All	
that	changed.	
	 We	 remember	 those	 who	
went	to	work	for	the	final	time	
in	 their	 lives,	 those	 who	 ran	
in	 when	 others	 were	 running	
out.	After	the	terrorist	attacks	
on	 Sept.	 11,	 2001,	 we	 came	
together	 –	 to	 mourn,	 to	 re-

member	and	to	consider	life	in	
America.
	 We	 donated	 money	 and	
goods	 to	 those	 in	 need.	 As	
former	New	York	City	Mayor	
Rudolph	Giuliani	said:	“The	at-
tacks	of	September	11th	were	
intended	 to	 break	 our	 spirit.	
Instead,	 we	 have	 emerged	
stronger	 and	 more	 unified.	
We	 feel	 renewed	 devotion	 to	
the	principles	of	political,	eco-
nomic	 and	 religious	 freedom,	
the	rule	of	law	and	respect	for	
human	 life.	 We	 are	 more	 de-
termined	than	ever	to	live	our	
lives	in	freedom.”
	 We	have	grown	as	a	nation	
to	 look	 past	 the	 differences	
among	 our	 neighbors.	 	 We	
are	not	black	or	white.	We	are	
Americans!	 We	 are	 resilient.	

We	will	prevail.	These	attacks	
may	 have	 changed	 our	 world	
and	the	way	we	look	at	things,	
but	we	still	live	on.	
	 To	 all	 who	 sacrificed	 ev-
erything	and	to	those	that	left	
loved	 ones	 behind	 that	 day	
when	 they	 did	 nothing	 more	
than	go	to	work.	We	miss	you.		
	 We	 changed	 the	 way	 we	
are.	 We	 remember	 all	 who	
were	lost	–	the	heroes,	friends,	
parents	 and	 children.	 In	 your	
honor,	America	prevails.
	 In	 the	 words	 of	 Todd	
Beamer	 of	 Flight	 93:	 “Let’s	
Roll.”
	 Let’s	roll	forward	and	live	
life	as	Americans.	
	 In	 their	 honor,	 let’s	 roll	
Montco!

We Remember

The Navpoint Student Financial Lab Program
Available 24/7, the program takes only about 3.5 hrs to complete—
a small investment of time in return for fi nancial success—and includes:

• Finance Curriculum – learn basic rules of managing money!
• Interactive Budget Toolkit – develop a budget that works for you!
• Counseling Services Center – get out of debt now and forever!
• Resource Center – use your new skills for fi nancial gain!

Take this important step toward managing your money, debt, and credit– 
all while earning your college degree!  

Information was emailed to students on September 9 with an access 
code. If you did not receive this email or need more information, please 
contact Denise Nuccio in the Financial Aid Offi ce at dnuccio@mc3.edu. 

Bills stacking up?Costs increasing?Education expenses rising?What will you do?

FREE FINANCIAL HELP
at Your Fingertips

The Financial Aid Offi ce wants to help you succeed! Try:
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Pete	Mikulvich,	of	Coatesville,	receives	a	rose	as	he	crosses	the	finish	
line	at	the	Central	campus	Livestrong	Challenge.	Mikulvich	was	riding	
for	 the	 residents	 of	 Hill	 View	 Retirement	 Community,	 many	 of	 whom	
have	cancer.	Mikulvich	recently	had	his	prostate	removed.		The	Friday	
before	the	event,	he	just	finished	the	last	of	his	38	treatments	to	fight	the	
cancer.	He	ran	in	the	5K	on	Saturday	and	rode	the	10	mile	ride	on	Sunday.

Norman Detweiler / The Montgazette

Dr. Brendlinger
Continued from page 3

	 Brendlinger,	 it	 was	 then	 that	 he	
knew	he	wanted	to	make	a	change	in	
the	educational	system.
	 After	 earning	 his	 bachelor’s	 de-
gree	 in	 education,	 Brendlinger	 be-
came	a	one-room	schoolhouse	teacher	
in	East	Greenville.	Shortly	after	attain-
ing	this	job,	he	was	drafted	to	serve	in	
World	War	II.	
	 Fortunately,	Brendlinger	wrote,	he	
landed	a	teaching	job	in	the	U.S.	Army.	
He	 instructed	soldiers	on	 the	 installa-
tion,	service	and	operation	of	braking	
systems	for	tanks.	He	wrote	that	he	led	
the	 tanks	 from	 Antwerp,	 Belgium	 to	
the	 front	because	 the	 roads	were	 just	
wide	enough	for	them.	
	 From	 Nov.	 7,	 1946,	 to	 April	 1,	
1953,	Brendlinger	served	in	the	mili-
tary,	 four	 of	 those	 years	 were	 in	 ac-
tive	combat.
	 “I	 was	 awarded	 two	 battle	 stars	 in	
the	Battle	of	 the	Bulge,”	he	wrote,	not-
ing	that	he	had	achieved	the	rank	of	First	
Lieutenant	by	the	time	he	left	for	home.

	
	 He	would	go	on	to	earn	a	master’s	
degree	 in	 education	 from	 the	 Univer-
sity	 of	 Pennsylvania	 and	 a	 doctorate	
from	 Temple	 University.	 Before	 serv-
ing	 as	 MCCC	 president,	 Brendlinger	
was	 the	 principal	 of	 Plymouth	 Town-
ship	schools	and	the	supervising	prin-
cipal	for	Lower	Pottsgrove	Township.
	 When	 he	 wrote	 the	 plan	 to	 es-
tablish	 MCCC,	 Brendlinger	 said	
he	 was	 convinced	 that	 the	 school	
couldn’t	 survive	 if	 not	 for	 the	 sup-
port	of	a	single	governmental	body	
–	the	county	commissioners.	
	 “It	 had	 to	 be	 a	 single	 sponsor	
and,	therefore,	it	had	to	be	the	coun-
ty	commissioners,”	he	recalled	in	the	
recorded	interview.
	 So	 once	 county	 funding	 was	
secured,	 an	 advisor y	 commission	
had	 only	 one	 person	 in	 mind	 to	
lead	the	college.
	 “The	 advisory	 commission	
posed	 the	 question	 to	 me:	 ‘Well,	 Dr.	
Brendlinger,	 you	 wrote	 the	 plan	 do	
you	want	 to	be	the	first	president?’	 I	
said	‘yes.’”

Photo Op
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by Samantha Berk
Staff	Writer

While	 she	 enjoyed	
midnight	 four-
wheeling	 in	 the	

desert,	 MCCC	 student	 Leila	
Kulaib	 didn’t	 enjoy	 being	 ha-
rassed	by	the	religious	police.
	 Her	crime?
	 A	 piece	 of	 her	 hair	 had	
crept	out	of	her	abaya.
	 “I	 am	 grateful	 as	 hell	 to	
be	 a	 woman	 in	 this	 country	
[rather]	 than	 over	 there,”	
Kulaib	says,	reflecting	on	her	
trip	 to	 Saudi	 Arabia	 this	 past	
summer.	 “My	 trip	 gave	 me	 a	
more	 open	 view	 of	 the	 world	
outside	 of	 the	 United	 States.	
I	 am	 a	 more-rounded	 person	
because	of	it.

	 “It	 was	 difficult	 at	 times,	
but	it	was	a	great	learning	ex-
perience,”	she	says.
	 Kulaib	 says	 she	 knew	
what	 to	 expect	 on	 her	 visit	
to	the	Middle	East’s	 largest	
oil-rich	country.	
	 Her	father	was	born	in	Sau-
di	Arabia;	Kulaib	and	her	broth-
er,	Rashid	Kulaib	(also	a	MCCC	
student),	 were	 two	 years	 old	
the	last	time	they	visited.
	 Leila	 Kulaib	 said	 the	 trip	
was	about	learning	the	culture	
and	 experiencing	 a	 much	 dif-
ferent	way	of	life.
	 She	 considers	 seeing	 her	
father’s	 side	 of	 her	 family	 as	
one	of	the	best	parts.		
	 “My	 dad	 is	 one	 of	 eight	
children,	so	there	was	always	
some	 new	 relative	 for	 me	 to	
get	 to	 know,”	 she	 says.	 She	

stayed	in	the	capital	city	of	Ri-
yadh	and	for	a	few	days	visit-
ed	Jeddah,	another	city	along	
the	Red	Sea.
	 Kulaib	 considers	 her	 eth-
nic	background	important	and	
is	 beginning	 to	 study	 Arabic.	
Her	 trip	 inspired	her	 to	 learn	
more	 of	 that	 language.	 She	
hopes	 to	 use	 her	 experiences	
to	enhance	her	education.	
	 Besides	 the	 four-wheel-
ing,	 she	 rode	 a	 camel	 and	
tried	 the	 local	ethnic	cuisine.	
And	there	was	high-end	shop-
ping	 in	 the	 cities	 for	 some	
fashionable	souvenirs.	
	 There	 was	 always	 some-
thing	to	do	in	Riyadh	and	Jed-
dah	 –	 provided	 she	 was	 ac-
companied	by	a	man.	
	 “Although	the	country	ec-
onomically	 is	 striving	and	 the	

cities	are	beautiful,	the	mental-
ity	 and	 social	 aspect	 are	 very	
old-fashioned,”	she	says.	
	 Saudi	 women	 are	 denied	
many	 freedoms,	 she	 says,	
noting	they	are	not	allowed	to	
drive	 or	 go	 anywhere	 alone.	
Earlier	 this	 year,	 Saudi	 King	
Abdullah	 –	 in	 what	 the	 U.S.	
Central	 Intelligence	 Agency	
says	 was	 deference	 to	 politi-
cal	 protests	 across	 the	 Mid-
dle	 East	 (dubbed	 the	 “Arab	
Spring”)	 –	 announced	 ben-
efits	 that	 included	 affordable	
housing,	 pay	 increases	 for	
government	 workers	 and	 un-
employment	benefits.	
	 On	Sept.	25,	according	 to	
the	 Los	 Angeles	 Times,	 the	
king	 announced	 that	 women	
would	 be	 given	 the	 right	 to	
vote,	 run	 for	office	and	serve	

on	 the	 Shura	 Council,	 the	
king’s	 advisory	 board.	 Two	
days	 later,	 the	 Times	 report-
ed,	 a	 woman	 was	 sentenced	
to	 10	 lashes	 for	 defying	 the	
king’s	 ban	 on	 driving.	 That	
same	 week,	 King	 Abdullah	
overturned	 the	 court’s	 sen-
tence.	She	was	among	several	
women	arrested	this	past	sum-
mer	for	driving	in	public.	The	
women	 organized	 to	 protest	
the	driving	ban	via	social	net-
works,	the	Times	reported.	
	 Saudi	Arabia	–	population	
26.1	million	–	is	the	birthplace	
of	Islam	and	home	to	the	reli-
gion’s	 two	 holiest	 shrines,	 in	
Mecca	and	Medina.	

	 Continued on page 13

Be one of the winners of the Peirce College President’s Scholarship Competition and you could 
win up to a full tuition scholarship.

Learn more about this scholarship competition, our generous credit transfer policy and how 
Peirce College offers one-on-one counseling to help you take the next step toward getting your 
bachelor’s degree. 

Deadline is October 31, 2011.

Contact us now for scholarship guideline information.

Winning a scholarship would be really good.
Getting a Bachelor’s Degree would be even better.

You can do this.

www.peirce.edu/scholarship  
888.467.3472, ext. 9000   

FACEBOOK.COM/PEIRCECOLLEGE     @PEIRCECOLLEGE

Laura Schroeder
Current student & scholarship recipient

MCCC Student Reflects on Saudi Summer
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Saudi Summer
Continued from page 12

Ultraconservative	in	its	views,	
the	Saudi	law	requires	women	
to	 wear	 the	 traditional	 garb	 –	
the	abaya.
	 Although	 the	 younger	
generation	is	becoming	more	
progressive	 in	 its	 views,	 the	
older	generation	values	tradi-
tion	 above	 everything	 else,	
Kulaib	says.	
	 Life	 in	 Saudi	 Arabia	 is	 fo-
cused	 on	 Islam.	 The	 country	
is	 filled	 with	 historical	 and	 re-
ligious	 significance,	 and	 it’s	
where	the	Prophet	Muhammad	
was	born	and	wrote	the	Quran.
	 Leila	 was	 able	 to	 visit	
Mecca.	 A	 pilgrimage	 there,	
referred	 to	 as	 the	 Hajj,	 is	 re-
quired	 for	 all	 able	 Muslims.	
She	 visited	 during	 the	 holy	
month	of	Ramadan,	so	the	city	
was	 filled	 with	 hundreds	 of	
thousands	of	people,	she	says.
	 “I’m	 not	 a	 particularly	
spiritual	person,”	Kulaib	says,	
“but	 there	 were	 people	 of	 ev-
ery	color,	from	every	country	
in	Mecca.	It	felt	united.”

ATTENTION STUDENTS
Work around classes, 

no experience needed, 
customer sales/service,
 FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES, 
$15.00 base pay/appt.
Scholarships awarded,
GREAT RESUME EXP.

All Ages 17+ CALL 
OR APPLY ONLINE NOW!
Bucks Co 215-343-9102
Ambler 610-757-0074

KOP 610-410-8103
WorkForStudents.com
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Meet Temple Admissions staff at 
Montgomery County Community College! 
Thursday, November 3, 6:00  - 8:00 p.m.
Science Center Auditorium - Central Campus
South Hall 213 - West Campus (video conference)
Register at:  www.mc3.edu/admissions
  or call 267-468-8111

• Meet representatives from MCCC and Temple
• Learn about the seamless transfer process through 

a panel discussion
• Discover Temple University: Best of both worlds -  

in the city and the suburbs
• Hear success stories from former students

Like taking classes in Montgomery County?
Visit Temple University’s Ambler Campus! 

Transfer Decision Day 
Wednesday, October 12, 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
By appointment only!
Featuring on-the-spot admissions decisions!  
Bring your completed, printed application with official  
transcripts, and have your application fee waived.  
See website for complete details. Call for an appointment.

Temple Ambler Fall Open House 
Saturday, November 5, 9:30 a.m. - Noon
Ambler Campus Learning Center

www.ambler.temple.edu 267-468-8100

Montgomery County Community College 
and Temple University: 
Partners in Education since 1998

e-Learning Information Sessions

Online Learning
Think

 may be an option for you?

Central Campus
Wednesday, October 26

ATC, Rm 212
Session 1: 12:30pm–1:30p
Session 2: 5:30pm–6:30p

West Campus
Wednesday, November 2

South Hall, Rm 214
Session 1: 12:30–1:30p
Session 2: 5:30–6:30pm

 Come and learn more!

For more info, visit: www.mc3.edu
and Click ‘Online Learning’

Student Support and Referral Team (SSRT)
Connecting Students with College and Community Resources

SSRT is a free, confi dential referral service available to all students. It involves a support team of 
counselors, faculty and staff who assist students dealing with issues such as emotional distress, 
stress, anxiety, eating disorders, abuse, depression, grief, potential violence and substance abuse. 
SSRT works to connect students with College and community resources and caring professionals. 

This is a FREE CONFIDENTIAL referral service
available to current students of the College.

Students may self refer by:
• Visiting Student Success Center during normal business hours

• Sending an email to SSRT at StudentReferral@mc3.edu 
• Include a brief description of situation, use College ID # (no 

name), and include a phone number to be contacted at.
• Emails received when the College is closed will be responded 

to on when the College reopens.

• Calling Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Speak to an SSRT members or counselor make an appoinment

This is not a hotline service. 
Emergencies and/or crisis situations dial 9-1-1
to get immediate assistance to your location.

Central Campus                                     
Student Success Center

College Hall                                            
215-641-6577                                         

West Campus
Student Success Center                        

South Hall 151
610-718-1906
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Breathing Lessons

by Beth Moulton
Special	to	The	Montgazette

I	lie	 back	 against	 the	 semi-re-
clined	table	and	try	to	concen-
trate	on	the	Lamaze	breathing	

that	is	supposed	to	help	with	pain.

	 “Hee,	hee,	hee	….”
Stupid,	useless	Lamaze	classes.
Damp	 hair	 sticks	 to	 my	 neck	

as	 sweat	 drips	 down	 the	 sides	 of	
my	face	and	mixes	with	my	tears.	
I	wipe	my	face	with	my	palm	as	a	
low	moan	escapes	along	with	the	
harsh	breaths.
	 He	looks	up	from	his	work	and	
studies	 me	 with	 serious	 brown	
eyes.
	 “Are	 you	 OK?	 We	 can	 rest	 a	
few	minutes	if	you	want.”
	 “No,”	 I	 pant.	 “I’m	 OK.	 I’ve	
been	 waiting	 …	 a	 long	 …	 time	
….	I	 just	want	…	it	 to	be	…	over	
soon.”
	 “Take	slow,	deep	breaths,”	he	
directs.	“Pain	is	like	being	thrown	
into	 water.	 If	 you	 flail	 around	
you’ll	drown	but	if	you	stop	strug-
gling	you	can	float	until	you	reach	
solid	ground.”
	 “Funny	to	have	to…	be	taught	
to	breathe,”	I	say.
	 “Our	 bodies	 know	 how	 to	 do	
important	things,	like	breathing,”	
he	 says.	 “But	 sometimes	 we	 get	
in	 our	 own	 way	 by	 thinking	 too	
much,	 and	 we	 forget	 how	 to	 do	
the	 simplest	 things.	 Babies	 are	
born	knowing	how	to	breathe.”
	 “Most	of	them,”	I	say.
	 “Yes,	most	of	them,”	he	says.
	 I	slow	my	breathing	as	I	look	

out	 the	 window	 at	 the	 trees.	 In	
September	it	seems	that	they	hold	
their	 breath	 all	 month	 until	 they	
release	 their	 leaves	 in	 one	 giant	
exhale	in	October.
	 “It’s	 a	 beautiful	 day	 for	 An-
gela’s	 birthday,”	 I	 say,	 my	 eyes	
never	leaving	the	trees.
	 “Yes,	 September	 is	 a	 perfect	
month	 for	 weather	 and	 babies,”	
he	replies.
	 I	hear	the	clink	of	instruments	
in	 the	 tray	 as	 he	 puts	 the	 needle	
down.	Out	of	the	corner	of	my	eye	
I	 see	 a	 steadily	 growing	 pile	 of	
bloody	 gauze.	 The	 light	 through	
the	 window	 casts	 a	 glow	 around	
his	head	and	makes	each	hair	on	
his	arm	gleam	gold.
	 I	 imagine	 Angela’s	 hair	 spar-
kling	the	same	way	in	the	sun.	The	
light	in	September	is	like	looking	
through	a	freshly-washed	window	
which	you	didn’t	realize	was	dirty	
until	it	has	been	wiped	clean.	The	
colors	 are	 brighter;	 the	 edges	 of	
things	 are	 sharp	 and	 distinct.	 I	
picture	 Angela	 and	 me	 gather-
ing	autumn	wildflowers	while	the	
September	 sun	 plays	 hide	 and	
seek	with	the	leaves.	Shadows	rip-
ple	 across	 the	 dirt	 path.	 The	 air	
smells	like	honey.	Angela	laughs,	
as	 if	 this	 day	 is	 a	 special	 sur-
prise	that	has	been	arranged	just	
for	 her.	 She	 runs	 down	 the	 path	
ahead	of	me,	red	sweater	flashing	
in	the	sun,	golden	hair	floating	be-
hind	 her.	 She’s	 like	 some	 exotic	
bird	that	flew	here	by	accident,	

the	kind	that	you	catch	a	glimpse	
of	 and	 then	 wonder	 if	 perhaps	
it	 was	 just	 a	 trick	 of	 the	 light.	
Suddenly,	 she	 runs	 back	 to	 me	
with	 several	 stalks	 of	 goldenrod	
clutched	in	her	small	fist.
	 “Mommy,	 for	 you,”	 she	 says,	
blue	eyes	dancing	above	flushed,	
pink	cheeks.
	 I	 carefully	 carry	 the	 flowers	
home	 while	 Angela	 runs	 ahead	
then	doubles	back	along	the	path.	
We	arrange	the	bouquet	in	a	Ma-
son	 jar	 which	 sits	 in	 the	 middle	
of	the	table	while	we	eat	Angela’s	
favorite	 for	 dinner	 –	 pancakes	
with	bananas.	The	jar	of	flowers	is	
moved	to	the	bathroom	while	An-
gela	 gets	 her	 bath	 and,	 later,	 it’s	
moved	to	the	bedroom	so	that	she	
can	see	them	if	she	wakes	during	
the	night.
	 Angela	 falls	 asleep	 the	 way	
she	 always	 does,	 sweet	 weight	
nestled	 against	 my	 breast,	 her	
heart	 beating	 next	 to	 mine.	 My	
breath	 changes	 and	 aligns	 with	
her	 breathing,	 slow	 and	 deep,	 as	
she	curls	into	me	in	the	dark.
	 I	 only	 remember	 one	 lullaby	
from	 my	 childhood,	 so	 as	 I	 curl	
around	her	I	softly	sing:	
“I	 see	 the	 moon;	 the	 moon	 sees	
me,	 shining	 through	 the	 boughs	
of	the	old	oak	tree.	Please	let	the	
moon	that	shines	on	me,	shine	on	
the	one	I	love.”
	 The	moon	responds	by	illumi-
nating	the	whole	room:	the	gentle	
curve	of	Angela’s	cheek,	her	

small	bare	feet,	the	jar	of	wildflow-
ers,	 until	 finally	 the	 moonlight	 is	
captured	by	her	beautiful,	shining	
hair.
	 I	 startle	 awake	 with	 a	 small	
gasp,	 sensing	 that	 the	 light	 has	
changed.	 The	 dream	 leaves	 me	
slowly,	 neither	 of	 us	 wanting	 to	
let	 go.	 He	 has	 finished	 his	 work	
and	 stepped	 away	 from	 the	 table	
where	I’ve	been	lying.	The	pain	is	
gone.
	 Once	 again	 I	 am	 looking	
through	 a	 window	 at	 the	 trees	
outside	of	this	small	room.	A	few	
leaves	 are	 starting	 to	 fall.	 I	 want	
to	shout:	“Wait,	wait,	it’s	not	time	
yet;	it’s	still	September!”	But	once	
they	let	go,	 it’s	already	too	late.	I	
watch	 them	 pirouette	 toward	 the	
ground,	 an	 exuberant	 dance	 that	
continues	 as	 they	 skip	 down	 the	
street.	My	breath	is	slow	and	even	
as	I	watch	them	float	out	of	sight.
	 “All	 done,”	 he	 says.	 “Want	 to	
see?”	 He	 moves	 the	 mirror	 so	
that	 it	 displays	 the	 tattoo	 he	 has	
been	creating.	There,	nestled	into	
the	 curve	 of	 my	 breast	 just	 over	
my	 heart	 is	 a	 small	 angel.	 Over	
her	 exquisitely	 perfect	 head,	 ha-
loed	with	moonbeam	hair,	he	has	
inked	her	name.	 In	careful	script	
under	her	impossibly	tiny,	angelic	
feet,	are	the	dates	“September	13	
to	October	21,	2009.”
	 “Happy	birthday,	Angela,”	
I	whisper.
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by Grace Pusey
Peer	Mentor	and	Contributing	Writer

Your	 professors	 are	 your	 num-
ber	one	resource	at	the	College.		
They	are	here	to	foster	your	aca-

demic	 success.	 	 Your	 professors	 can	
answer	 questions	 about	 course	 mate-
rial,	guide	you	to	resources	to	explore	
topics	 further	 in	 depth,	 and,	 if	 you	
demonstrate	good	effort,	they	can	give	
you	job	recommendations	in	future.

1.		Office	Hours

Your	professor	has	office	hours	 listed	
on	their	syllabus.		During	office	hours	
you	may	speak	with	your	professor	in	
their	 office	 one-on-one.	 	 If	 you	 have	
questions	about	an	assignment	or	test	

your	professor	will	gladly	review	your	
work	and	help	you	find	the	correct	an-
swers.		You	may	also	use	office	hours	
to	 ask	 questions	 about	 topics	 you	
touched	upon	briefly	in	class	but	want	
to	 explore	 in	 depth,	 request	 a	 recom-
mendation,	discuss	your	progress,	ap-
peal	 a	grade,	 ask	 for	 an	extension,	or	
interview	 them	 about	 their	 expertise.		
Meeting	your	professor	face-to-face	not	
only	 prevents	 miscommunication,	 but	
allows	you	 to	make	a	positive	 impres-
sion	apart	from	the	crowd.		It	may	even	
open	doors	to	opportunities.

2.		Appointments

If	your	schedule	conflicts	with	a	profes-
sor’s	office	hours,	request	an	appoint-
ment.		Make	an	appointment	by	talking	

to	your	professor	after	class	or	e-mail-
ing	them.		State	the	purpose	of	the	ap-
pointment	and	dates	and	times	you	are	
available.		Do	not	be	late!		

3.		E-mail

Your	professor’s	e-mail	is	written	on	their	
syllabus.	 	 Use	 e-mail	 to	 ask	 questions	
when	you	(or	they)	are	not	on	campus,	
when	 you	 want	 to	 arrange	 an	 appoint-
ment,	or	to	give	them	advance	notice	you	
will	not	attend	a	class.		Do	not	expect	an	
immediate	response.	 	 If	you	send	an	e-
mail	Friday	you	may	not	hear	from	them	
until	Monday	afternoon.

4.		Phone

If	your	professor	has	an	office	phone,	

its	 number	 is	 listed	 on	 their	 syllabus.		
You	may	prefer	to	talk	on	the	phone	in-
stead	of	using	e-mail.		When	you	leave	
messages,	briefly	describe	the	purpose	
of	your	call	and	give	your	full	name	and	
phone	number.		Speak	clearly.		Do	not	
whisper	or	talk	too	fast,	otherwise	the	
professor	may	not	know	how	to	return	
your	call.

Your	 professors	 WANT	 to	 help	 you!		
They	 would	 not	 be	 professors	 if	 they	
did	 not	 love	 helping	 students	 learn.		
Don’t	be	afraid	to	ask	questions	–	if	you	
had	all	the	answers,	you	would	not	be	
a	student.		Professors	do	expect	you	to	
give	your	best	effort.	 	Approach	your	
professors	with	a	positive	attitude,	and	
you	will	succeed!		

How to Talk to Your Professors

Hometown:         Philadelphia
Current Residence:   Perkiomenville
Major:         Geography
Semesters at MCCC: 4 

Favorite place on campus:
The quad. Because it is my favorite 
place to relax, chat with friends, eat 
lunch, or study.  I love being outside.

Favorite thing about MCCC: 
I love the Honors Program. Honors 
classes are held in a seminar-style 
format so students can discuss and 
explore academic topics in depth.  
The professors are always helpful and 
present lessons in creative ways.  Plus, 
with the Honors Scholarship I can 
attend school tuition-free.                                                         

Likes being a Peer Mentor because:
Peer Mentoring is an opportunity to 
give a little back to a school which has 
given me so much!

Profile of a Peer Mentor:
Grace Pusey

Courtesy of Grace Pusey

Sample Email to Your Professor

Would you like to speak to a peer mentor?

Blue Bell/Central Campus
Student Success Center,

College Hall
215-641-6577

Pottstown/West Campus
Student Success Center,

South Hall, Rm 151
610-718-1906
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Atonement
by Alexandra Dark

Although I confess to repent,

I receive no comfort or relief;

Simple words will not set me free.

Alone, I cry every night.

Regret seeps through my skin,

I will never forgive myself.

Consumed with inner hatred,

Disgusted by my behavior:

What have I transpired into?

I cannot begin to express my grief.

I don’t deserve your pardon,

Therefore I will not ask.

I am so sorry my dear. To apply or schedule a visit:
www.oafa.pitt.edu/transadm.aspx

Come
Visit

transfer
fridays

November 18,
2011

January 13,
2012

April 6,
2012

Plus:
transfer
information
sessions

available Tuesdays 
and Fridays at Noon 
and select Saturdays

at 9 a.m.

indiVidual
aPPointments

available
weekdays
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Please participate in this year’s
Faculty and Staff Annual Giving Campaign. 

Help us exceed last year’s Campaign total of $90,000!

Your support provides our students with critical
academic, programmatic, and fi nancial aid support.

All donors who give $25 or more will receive a MCCC lunch bag.

Visit:
www.mc3.edu/giving/facultyandstaff

for more information and to download a pledge form

You TeachYou MentorYou Make

Questions? Contact:
Megan Sneeringer

Director of Annual Giving
msneerin@mc3.edu

215-641-6535

Montgomery County Community College 
a better place. C

this ad?
Of course you do!

...and so do thousands of others!

For advertising info:
email montgazette@gmail.com or call 215-461-1143
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by Robert Gardner
Special	to	the	Montgazette

One	 might	 wonder	
why	 there’s	 a	 barn	
on	 a	 college	 campus.		

Surely,	 many	 drivers	 have	
pondered	 that	 very	 thought	
during	 their	 morning	 or	 af-
ternoon	commute	on	DeKalb	
Pike	in	Blue	Bell.		There	are	
likely	plenty	on	the	college’s	
campus	 that	 think	 the	 same	
thing.
	 The	Fine	Arts	Center	on	
Montgomery	 County	 Com-
munity	 College’s	 Central	
Campus	 is	 simply	 called	 the	
“Art	Barn,”	and	Galleries	Di-
rector	 Holly	 Cairns	 happily	
leaves	the	door	open	for	both	
artists	and	art	lovers.		
	 Cairns	 directs	 the	 West	
Campus	Gallery	in	Pottstown	
and	the	Fine	Arts	Center	Gal-
lery,	the	affectionately-named	
“Art	Barn,”	in	Blue	Bell.	

	

Cairns,	 a	 professor	 of	 art	
education,	 has	 been	 part	
of	 MCCC	 for	 28	 years.	 Ten	
years	 ago,	 she	 was	 named	
the	director	of	what	was	then	
the	Multiple	Choice	Gallery.
	 Taking	 the	 word	 “com-
munity”	 to	 heart,	 Cairns	
has	 made	 a	 commitment	 to	
both	 displaying	 local	 artists’	
work	as	well	as	exposing	the	
MCCC	 community	 and	 its	
neighbors	to	local	fine	arts.			
	 The	 “Art	 Barn”	 recently		
hosted	 Perkiomen	 Valley	
Art	 Center’s	 Mixed	 Media	
exhibit.	 	 This	 exhibit	 of	 31	
local	 artists,	 which	 began	
Aug.	 31	 and	 will	 continue	
through	 Oct.	 8,	 features	 58	
pieces	of	art	of	varying	media	
from	 members	 of	 PVAC.	 Re-
nowned	 local	 artist	 Charles	
R.	Gardner	(no	relation)	had	

been	 teaching	 art	 classes	 in	
his	personal	studio.		The	Art	
Center	 formally	 began	 at	 a	

meeting	 on	 March	 5,	 1957,	
at	the	Perkiomen	Valley	(for-
merly	 Schwenksville	 Com-
munity)	Library.
	 A	 “Meet	 the	 Artists”	 re-
ception	 on	 Sept.	 14	 offered	
a	unique	opportunity	to	view	
the	 artwork	 and	 discuss	
these	with	those	who	created	
them.	 	David	Thomas,	PVAC	
chairperson,	 had	 two	 photo-
graphs	 on	 display	 —“Thun	
Train	 Crossing”	 and	 “Iron	
and	Wood,	Part	II.”		
	 Art	 is	 a	 family	 affair	 for	
husband	 and	 wife	 Charlie	
and	 Katherine	 “Kay”	 Ross.		
Charlie’s	 watercolor	 pieces	
“Unami	 Creek”	 and	 “Vern-
field”	 feature	 wintry	 scenes	
reminiscent	 of	 hiking	 along	
wooded	 streams.	 	 Kay	 Ross’	
photograph	 “A	 Grandmoth-
er’s	 Treasures”	 contains	 a	
precious	 secret:	 obscured	 in	
the	 background	 are	 framed	

pictures	of	their	seven	grand-
children.
	 “They	 would	 have	 never	
have	let	me	put	their	pictures	
on	display.		So	I	had	to	sneak	
them	in	there,”	admitted	Kay	
Ross.
	 “Just	Bottles”	 is	 the	only	
piece	 by	 a	 MCCC	 student.		
Lori	 Yamashita	 created	 the	
oil	painting	in	the	Fall	of	2010	
in	Painting	101.		

The Art Barn and West Campus Gallery features local and student art.

Making Time for the Art Barn

Walking	up	to	the	Ar t	Barn	from	the	center	of	the	Cental	Campus.
Courtesy of MCCC Marketing Department

Interior	galler y	of	the	Ar t	Barn	at	the	Cental	Campus.
Courtesy of MCCC Marketing Department



CLUB FAIR
Fall 2011

The message at MCCC’s Fall Semester Club Fair 
on Sept. 14 was to-the-point: tap your interests, 
get involved and do something. At both the 
Central and West campuses, students were 
encouraged to learn all they could about the 
college’s many clubs and organizations.
At left, a DJ entertains at the Central Campus 
Club Fair.
At right, students share ideas at the West Campus 
Club Fair. 

Courtesy of MCCC Communication DepartmentNorman Detweiler / The Montgazette

Courtesy of MCCC Communication Department


