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Have a story idea?
Want to write for the paper?
Ready to get involved and take the challenge?
Like our Facebook page, The Montgazette, and let us know. 
Or tweet us @Montgazette.

We are always looking for news about the college, but we can’t 
keep track of it all without your help. 

We welcome contributions from students and suggestions and 
information from faculty and staff of Montgomery County Com-
munity College. Whether it is a notice of an upcoming event, a 
special accomplishment by one of our own or just a “heads up” 
about something newsworthy, please let us know. 

The Montgazette is printed on recycled paper.

About

The Montgazette is published at the beginning of every month from 
September through December and February through May by the 
students of Montgomery County Community College. 

The Montgazette is printed by Montgomery Newspapers in Exton, PA.

Visit us at:

Montgazette.wordpress.com
Full Color Photos   •   Mobile Device Friendly   •   RSS Feed

WANTED!
Student Journalists

Report on a wide range of content:
 • news
 • sports
 • arts
 •  entertainment
 • music
 • community events
 • ...and more!

Let Your Voice Be Heard!

The Montgazette is looking for Central & West Campus writers.

For more information, email Amanda Dioszeghy at dioszegac@gmail.com

by Harris Risell
 Montgazette Editor

 Although this semester’s 
classes have ended, there is still 
work to be completed. While I 
do recommend students, faculty 
members, and administrators 
recharge, summer sessions and 
summer jobs will begin soon, 
and those smaller projects 
deserve some attention. So, try 
to relax and stay engaged by 
going for that morning run or 
afternoon dog-walk on which 
you have a bit more time to 
go, by hosting that game night 

or barbeque with your kids or 
siblings, or by reading that copy 
of the Montgazette you have as 
you plan future lessons or finish 
painting the kitchen.
 Throughout this issue, 
readers will find a piece exploring 
the details of the Archaeology 
Field School that is offering a 
special program to students this 
summer, an inside look into the 
Coffee House event held by the 
college’s Writers’ Club each 
semester, and a personal account 
and brief history of parkour.
  Take care and thank you for 
reading!

Advertise

If you would like to advertise in The Montgazette, please contact 
dvandyke@mc3.edu or visit montgazette.wordpress.com for perti-
nent information.

All clubs chartered through the Office of Student Leadership and 
Involvement may advertise in The Montgazette free of charge.

Student Editors & Journalists

montgazette@gmail.com

On the cover: Students in Montgomery County Community College’s 
Drama Club and Theatre Arts program recycled decommissioned 
musical instruments to decorate a newspaper box on behalf of the 
Settlement Music School, Willow Grove, for Creative MontCo’s Artbox 
Competition on May 3 and received an Honorable Mention for their 
creativity. Students Tyler Sanderson of Skippack, Brian Shim of Ambler, 
Tim Odom of Lansdale, Matthew Nitchke also of Lansdale, Julia McIntyre 
of Springfield and Steven Buck of Hatfield under the direction of Theatre 
Instructor Timothy Gallagher, cut, soldered and welded the parts and 
then used epoxy to attach them to the spray-painted newspaper box to 
create a G clef and musical notes.
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by Raphaelle Willis
Special to The Montgazette

 
 Soft-spoken yet firm with her words, Judy 
Shepard, mother of the Matthew Shepard, who 
was brutally beaten and died because of his sexual 
orientation, spoke with a message of diversity to the 
students and community at Montgomery County 
Community College.
 Dr. Karen A. Stout, College president, welcomed 
the attendees at Central Campus and to those 
watching via webcam at West Campus in Pottstown. 
She gave an introduction to Shepard, explaining what 
happened to her son and how she’s been fighting for 
gay rights since then with her husband, Dennis. 
 Following the introduction, a video that 
Shepard put together was shown. It mashed-up the 
tragedies of her son, who was beaten because of his 
orientation, and James Byrd Jr., who was brutally 
beaten, chained to the back of a truck and dragged 

for one and a half miles, with the mothers of both 
men expressing their desire for change and end to 
such tragedies. 
 Shepard began her speech by stating that the 
reason she shows the video before she talks is 
because as a society we are still dealing with issues 
of race, sexual orientation, religion, gender, etc. 
After that portion of her discussion, she lightened 
the mood by talking about growing up in Wyoming 
and how there were more sheep than people in the 
state, which was as diverse as it was going to get. 
She got the crowd laughing. 
 She covered much during her presentation, but 
one phrase she repeated a few times was, “You are 
who you are, you love who you love, and that’s the 
way it is.” 
 After the video and the reading of her victim 
impact statement, she began telling of some of the 
problems that the LGBTQ community still faces, 
such as firing a person from his or her job because 

of orientation being legal and how she “wished we 
lived in a perfect world where it didn’t matter if 
you were gay, bisexual, straight, or whatever, but it 
does.”
 She spoke about her second son, Logan, who 
works for the Matthew Shepard Foundation and 
about the Day of Silence, where not using your voice 
on that day, which she says is the most powerful 
tool, speaks volumes; and when it comes to your 
kids, she said, you should “love your child no matter 
what” because “[y]ou are missing out if your mind 
is closed.”
 When asked about how she learned to forgive, 
she said that she doesn’t believe in it, and she doesn’t 
blame Aaron McKinney or Russell Henderson for 
the death of her son, but says they are a product of 
society.
 At the very end, Shepard received a standing 
ovation and signed copies of her book “The Meaning 
of Matthew” in the Science Center Theater lobby.

Anti-Hate Crime Activist Judy Shepard Delivers Powerful Message 

Courtesy of Sandi Yanisko/MCCC Communications Dept.

Presidential Symposium Speaker Judy Shepard 
talks to the crowd about treating everyone 
with respect.

Courtesy of Sandi Yanisko/MCCC Communications Dept.

Montgomery County Community College’s Drama Club and Theatre Arts program presented “The Laramie 
Project” April 3-6. Directed by Tim Gallagher, assisted by Alex Haufler, the cast included Brian Shim, Britney 
Brunswick, Dan Nguyen, Hyresh Corbin, John Lawrence, Julia McIntyre, Kelly Maguire, Khadijah Graves, Lydia 
Crush, Mackenzie Walters, Matt Nitchke, Phoebe Gavula, Sasha McDermott, Tim Odom and Tyler Sanderson. The 
production was stage managed by Steven Buck; Mila Romero Dos Santos served as production manager.
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Fashion Show Reveals True Beauty
by Brittany Berry

Montgazette Staff Writer

 On Thursday, April 3, the African 
Students Association successfully revealed 
true African culture. The president of 
the club and nursing major, Linda Kusi, 
organized the significant and lively event 
reflecting the nature of Africa within four 
short hours. The student leadership, along 
with some friends and family, helped make 
Linda’s vision possible. The atmosphere of 
the event was enhanced by the exuberant 
Math Professor Dr. Emenike Ukazim and 
his wife Assistant Professor ESL Chidi 
Ukazim.
 The participants of the event exhibited 
modern and traditional African wear and 
also displayed attire for special events such 
as weddings and formal dressings. The 
designers and the students took a total of 
three months to prepare the items. These 
clothes were made of 100 percent silk and 
cotton created by the hands of the designers 
who participated. And yes, the designers are 
from Africa.
 The audience was treated to mouthwatering 

foods and desserts. One food is known as puff 
puff, which is a spongy sphere of fried dough 
from Nigeria. It resembles doughnuts but 
tastes even better. 
 The audience enjoyed the light-hearted 
energy of the host, Sally Coulibaly, who also 
posed as a model. The audience was further 
treated by two expert African dancers from 
New York City. 
 Kusi said “all of her inspirations came 
from the Lord.” This event was more than 
entertainment; it was designed to promote a 
healthy view on African culture, according to 
Kusi. 
 “I want people to see the beautiful dynamic 
cultures in Africa, the great food, amazing and 
talented people and a beautiful place to be at. 
Also, I hope people will realize that Africa is 
not a country but a continent, that Africa is 
not all about poverty, HIV, wars, “[The] Lion 
King,” and monkeys. I want people to see the 
beauty of Africa,” she said.
 There is a show every year at the Blue 
Bell campus. It is worth attending and a fun 
way to learn about a beautiful, exotic culture. 
Everyone is welcome to watch this event, but 
it’s even more exciting to participate.

Day Camp
The Mustangs Summer Day 
Camp is a 9 week full-day 
camp, for children ages 
5 - 17, that runs June 23 - 
August 22. Campers will 
enjoy a variety of activities 
each day, including team and 
individual sports, playground 
games, strategy puzzles, 
movies, team work games 
and free play.

Sports Camps 
The Mustangs Sports Camps 
are specialty sports training 
sessions that allow campers 
to focus on one sport. 
Campers will spend four 
hours each day training with 
college-level coaches and 
players. Includes: Baseball, 
Basketball, Lacrosse, 
Softball, Tennis, Soccer, 
Field Hockey and Volleyball.

Visit mustangsathletics.com/camps for full details 

 Photo courtesy of Sandi Yanisko/MCCC Communications Dept. 

Dance Ensemble students shared their talents with the 
community during their Spring Concert performance 
on April 18.

MUSTANGS SUMMER CAMPS

Quit Smoking! 

Get Help! 

215–641–6606
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 Transfer up to  
 60 undergraduate credits and

FINISH 
STRONG
at

PartTime.Villanova.edu

Put your hard work  
to work. 

Earn your bachelor’s degree with the support you need. At Peirce, everything we do is built around you.

For more information, visit www.peirce.edu/transfermc3

Work. Life. A Bachelor’s degree.
FACEBOOK.COM/PEIRCECOLLEGE     @PEIRCECOLLEGE  888.467.3472, ext. 9000

That’s why we offer up to  $3,000 in renewable scholarships
for eligible Montgomery County Community College associate degree graduates transferring to Peirce College.

And, ask about Peirce’s new Degree Completion Program that allows you to transfer up to 90 credits.

Earn a bachelor’s  
degree in:

•  Accounting
•  Business Administration
•  Healthcare Administration

•  Health Information Administration
•  Human Resource Management

•  Information Technology
•  Paralegal Studies

MontCo_CCAS_9.75x4.62.indd   1 10/9/13   1:41 PM
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MCCC’s Best-Kept Secret Unveiled
by Chris Guglielmi

Special to The Montgazette
                                                    
 On an unseasonably cool spring night on March 
27 where the only thing warmer than the welcome is 
the coffee, several students, parents and local folks 
have come together for the semi-annual Writers’ Club 
Coffeehouse. Everyone has gathered in the Central 
Campus Barnes & Noble bookstore of Montgomery 
County Community College to share, listen and 
celebrate one another’s work.
 As the night begins, the room fills in and the 
coffee begins to flow. This eclectic group shares a 
common bond and a strong sense of community. 
Looking around the room, the ages range from 18 to 
70 years old, but no one here is concerned with age. 
No one is concerned with anything but supporting 
and encouraging one another. 
 The crowd engages with each writer. Laughter 
fills the room. There is a steady rumble of claps as 
each person finishes. 
 Professor Patricia Nestler introduces student 
Mike Salgado before his reading, “Michael recently 
won first place in the Writers’ Club’s 27th Annual 

Fiction and Poetry Contest. His poem is six pages 
long, longest to ever win our contest!” 
 When asked about his recent achievement Mike 
said, “I don’t even really know what I win. I just found 
out like two days ago. I know I get $100, but other 
than that I don’t know.” He read his poem “A Place 
and A Person: Lancaster County,” which is about 
a relationship he had been in for two years. It is a 
heartfelt piece, relatable yet personal.
 Being among a group of people from all different 
walks of life who have come together for this creative 
moment is special. Former presidents of the Writers 
Club are in attendance which thrills Professor 
Nestler. People who had nothing prepared to read 
even have the chance to read fellow students’ work. 
Student Bridget Obrien reads a poem she and several 
classmates wrote together at separate times, which is 
quite racy and colorful in language, but there is no 
censorship with the Writers’ Club.
  The biggest highlight of the night is the coffee. 
Yes, coffee. Coffee is to writers as Gatorade is to 
athletes. It keeps them up and it keeps them focused. 

Continued on page 7.

Photo by  Chris Guglielmi 

The stage is set for the Writers’ Club’s Coffeehouse 
event at the Barnes & Noble bookstore.
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Photo by  Chris Guglielmi 

Complementary cookies to accompany the endless coffee being 
served.

Best-Kept Secret
Continued from page 6.

 To not only have endless coffee but offer complementary 
cookies along with it is the icing on the cake. A warm drink and a 
light snack on a cold night surrounded by good people is a great 
way to spend a Thursday evening. 
 Students of Montgomery County Community College on a small 
scale have come to embrace the Writers’ Club and its Coffeehouse 
event. It’s a gift. It might be one of the best kept secrets on campus. 
Students interested in writing short stories or poetry have a place to 
share their work free from any censor or judgment. More students 
should look into this club because it will welcome them with open 
arms and open minds. 

Where can you learn about clubs you can join?
Of course. The Student Leadership Office.

Visit the
Student Leadership Office

to learn more about 
clubs that you can join!
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Archaeological Adventure on Tap for Field School Participants This Summer
 Students who participate 
in the Archaeology Field 
School at The Speaker’s House 
in Trappe, Pa. this summer 
can earn college credits for 
their work, thanks to a new 
partnership with Montgomery 
County Community College. 
 In its sixth year, the 
Archaeology Field School 
is an intensive three-week 
program led by Archaeologist 
Dr. Lydia Garver at The 
Speaker’s House, which 
was the home of Frederick 
Muhlenberg. The program 
runs Tuesdays-Saturdays 
from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. from 
June 10–28. No previous 
experience is necessary, and 
the program is open to anyone 
age 15 or over.  To learn more, 
visit speakershouse.org or 
contact Lisa Minardi at info@
speakershouse.org.
 Participants will receive 
training in excavation 
techniques, record keeping, 

artifact identification, 
processing, cataloging, 
and classification. The 
Field School will focus on 
the area surrounding the 
original kitchen wing, built 
in the 1760s, including 
the foundation of the bake 
oven.  As part of their work, 
students will conduct shovel 
tests in an area where an 
authentic Pennsylvania 
German kitchen garden is 
planned. Optional field trips 
and guest lectures will also 
be offered. 
 For the first time, students 
can earn three college credits 
for their participation in the 
Field School by enrolling 
through MCCC. To enroll 
as a guest student, visit mc3.
edu/admissions, select course 
selection and registration, 
then follow the instructions for 
guest students. Current MCCC 
students and alumni should 
register through Web Advisor 

by logging into the MyMC3 
Portal. The course title is 
Archaeology Field School 
(ANT 120, section AW). 
 Enrollment is limited to 20 
participants, and preference 
will be given to students 
taking the course for credit 
through MCCC. Students will 
pay standard MCCC tuition 
and fees plus an addition $75 
supply fee. Tuition information 
is available at mc3.edu/
admissions. All participants 
will receive a complimentary 
one-year student membership 
in The Speaker’s House.
 An optional add-on 
week will run June 30-July 5. 
Activities will focus on artifact 
preservation, such as cleaning, 
washing, sorting, labeling, 
cataloging, and preparation for 
storage.  Participants will also 
have the opportunity to learn 
about historic preservation 
and assist with various hands-
on restoration projects at The 

Speaker’s House.
 Built in 1763 by German 
immigrant John Schrack, 
The Speaker’s House was 
owned by the Muhlenberg 
family from 1781-1803. Other 
notable owners include Piano 
Maker Charles Albrecht, 
Physician and Legislator Dr. 
Lewis Royer and Ursinus 

College, which used the 
house as a dormitory from 
1924-1944. The site is also the 
location of a general store, 
built in 1782 by Frederick 
Muhlenberg, and is one of 
the few archaeological sites 
in the region that yields 
information on commercial 
as well as domestic activities. 

Photo by  courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept.

The archeology dig is at the former home of Frederick 
Muhlenberg, built in the 1760s.

Photo by  courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept.

Students dig for artifacts. 
Photo by  courtesy of MCCC Communications Dept.

Students have the opportunity to learn about archaeology through a hands-on learning experience.
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EN
TE
RT
AI
NM

EN
T Crossword

 

Day-to-Day Trivia & More

ACROSS

1 What vegetable is also a flower?
4 April 23, 2014 marked the 450th

anniversary of this famous person's birth.
7 What was installed in Pottstown that

provides clean energy?
8 What is the fear of small places?
12 This is one of Montgomery County

Community College's best-kept secrets.
13 Who was the speaker at Montgomery

County Community College's 2014
Presidential Symposium?

14 What business is 50 years old and serves
great coffee?

15 What is the name of the band of former
Montgomery County Community College
students?

17 Who is a member of the 2013 NJCAA
Region XIX First Team for Volleyball and
an inspired painter?

18 What month is National Bike Month?
19 What is both a nuisance and a necessity?

DOWN

2 What is the official flower of the United
States?

3 What is the highest-grossing animated
film?

5 Where is the Archaeology Field School
held?

6 Who is the highest-paid athlete?
9 What famous building has 1,792 steps?
10 What animal only sleeps for two hours

per day?
11 What is the tallest mountain in the world?
16 What is a popular vacation area for

families during the summer months?

1 2

3

4 5

6

7

8 9 10 11

12

13

14

15 16

17 18

19

Visit montgazette.wordpress.com
for the answer key. 
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What’s going on 
at MCCC?

It’s easy to find out!

Just visit the new 

Active Data Calendar 
View, subscribe, or download 
the events you’re interested in.

Visit calendar.mc3.edu or use your smartphone 
to scan the QR code:

Like the Arts?
mc3.edu/arts/lively-arts

MCCC LAUNCHES MUSTANGS SUMMER DAY CAMP
 Montgomery County Community College has announced the launch 
“Mustangs Summer Day Camp,” a new summer camp program to take place 
at the College’s Blue Bell campus.   Organized through the Department of 
Athletics, the camp will be open to children entering grades one through 
nine, and focus on promoting an active and healthy lifestyle.
 Based on the best practices from a variety of different educational 
approaches, the Mustangs Summer Day Camp has been designed to be 
an engaging environment that will encourage children to develop a love 
of fitness and active play.  During each day of camp, every child will have 
multiple opportunities to play sports and learn about fitness. Simple games 
like frisbee or four square will teach children how to work with others to 
achieve goals, while more complex team sports like basketball and soccer 
will teach children the value of fair play and sportsmanship.
  “Because children ‘learn by doing,’ our program emphasizes participation 
and engagement in new active experiences. This philosophy, combined with 
positive reinforcement from our fully trained staff of camp counselors, lends 
itself the development of a healthy relationship with fitness and recreation.” 
says Mustangs Academic Success Coach Amanda Rogers.
 The Mustangs Summer Day Camp is divided into a Juniors Camp and a 
Seniors Camp. Juniors Camp is for campers entering grades 1 - 5. Campers 
will participate in fitness, sports and activities that are age appropriate, 
non-competitive and focused on fun. Seniors Camp is for campers entering 
grades 6 - 9 and will focus on activities that are recreational, instructional 
and, at times, competitive.  All campers will have access to the amenities at 
Montgomery County Community College’s serene Blue Bell campus.
 Open Monday through Friday, except July 4, camp will run 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. from June 23, 2014 through August 22, 2014.  Families will have 
the option to register for the full nine-week summer program or on a week-
by-week basis. There are also specialty sports training sessions available 
for campers interested in honing their skills in specific sports. Week-long 
specialty sessions will be offered in baseball, basketball, soccer, field hockey, 
lacrosse, tennis, volleyball and softball.
 For children ages 2 - 5, Montgomery County Community College’s 
Children’s Center will continue to offer Preschool Camp. Families can contact 
the College to learn more about registering siblings in both camp programs. 
 Camp registration begins on February 20 and will extend through June 
22, with a late registration fee taking effect after June 6.  
 “We are excited to bring this great new summer camp option to the 
community,” says Director of Athletics Bruce Bach.  More information, 
including the registration brochure, can be found at http://www.
MustangsAthletics.com/Camps.  Families are invited to contact the College 
to learn more about the program by email at MustangsSportsCamps@mc3.
edu or by phone at 215-619-7346. 
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Catullus Rocks the Ribhouse
by Joe Mancini

Special to The Montgazette

 New music is all around, but it’s extremely rare to find 
quality close to home.  On Saturday, March 8, the lucky 
people at the Bridgeport Ribhouse got both. Catullus is a 
band comprised of former Montgomery County Community 
College students who are living their dream of playing 
original and cover music for people.  All of us in attendance 
on that Saturday were very appreciative of their grooves, and 
we made sure the band knew it.
 Anthony Zinno, Andrew Meehan, Chris Bailey, Michael 
“Spawn” Fazekas and Justin Minnick all make up Catullus, 
a rock/jam band fusion that formed from the ashes of 
another project in February 2012. Since then, they have 
taken the scene by storm.They’ve played the Ribhouse 
before and every time they do, it’s a free show. It’s a popular 
place for up-and-coming bands to let local people come and 
see what they are capable of doing.  This show was packed 
and the place was vibrating from everyone grooving on the 
dance floor.
 The band roared through their set, playing originals like 
“Nothing from Something” and “Free to Lay” as well as classic 
and contemporary rock covers like “Loving Cup” by the 
Rolling Stones.  Catullus had a few special guests throughout 
the night, including Jeff Naylor, who accompanied the band 
on “Roadhouse Blues.” The night was packed with all types 
of music, and the dance floor wasn’t empty for one second.
 When asked about their thoughts on the night, most 
people only had good things to say.  Emily Williams, a 
24-year-old massage therapist, who tries to see the band as 
much as she can said, “They’re having so much fun and it 
shows. I can’t not dance!”  
 T.J. Schantz, who was born and grew up in the area but 
has been in Florida for the past year said, “After being away 
for so long, it’s like hearing them for the first time.  I will 
definitely be following these guys around for a while.”  
 After the show, some of the band members were 
available for comments and conversation.  
 Anthony Zinno said, “It was a great show, one of the best 
in a while. The crowd was full and energetic, and we could feel 
it.”  Audience members were coming up and complimenting 
the awesome show.  
 Chris Bailey said, “The energy was palpable. We love 
playing for our hometown crowd.”  
 The band has a full schedule this summer. They will 
perform at Opple Topple Musical Festival in Warrington, 
Pennsylvania, in June, and at shows at local bars and 
potentially even dates along the East Coast.  One thing’s 
for sure, they’re up-and-coming and definitely a force to 
reckon with.  
 You can find Catullus on Facebook and YouTube. 

Photo by  Joe Mancini

Catullus in the middle of rocking out during their first set.  The crowd was 
really grooving. 

Photo by  Joe Mancini

The night was filled with tons of surprises. Anthony Zinno even jumped up to 
sing a tune! 
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After you’ve earned your Associate’s Degree, where 

do you want your next step to take you? With 

Chestnut Hill College, the answer might be “a more 

rewarding career.” And with scholarships just for 

transfer students averaging $11,700, transferring 

is easier than ever. 

Visit

www.chc.edu/susvisit
to register for one of our  

Transfer Days:

Tuesday, June 10 / 10 am

Tuesday, July 8 / 10 am

Tuesday, August 5 / 10 am

STAY ON PATH BY  
CHANGING DIRECTION. 

for more  
information,  
please call: 
215.248.7001

or e-mail: 
admissions@chc.edu

Chestnut Hill College is 

located less than 10 miles 

from Montgomery County 

Community College.

Get involved 
with this year’s 

Student Challenge!
2014 Goals: $3,500 and 150 student participants.

• What is the Student Challenge?
The Student Challenge is a student-led effort to raise 
awareness about philanthropy and to support the 
MCCC Student Scholarship Fund.  By getting involved 
and giving back, you are making a difference for 
future generations of MCCC students!

• When does the Student Challenge start?
The Student Challenge runs now through June 30.

• How can you learn more?
Contact Stephanie Wittig
at 215-461-1139
or swittig@mc3.edu.
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by Susie Guhm
Montgazette Staff Writer

 It has been a year and a half 
since I joined The Montgazette 
as a writer and a photographer. 
While I loved writing and working 
for a photography magazine in 
South Korea for five years as a U.S. 
correspondent providing monthly 
exhibition reviews written in Korean, 
I was not sure if I could do it for the 
school newspaper in English. As 
a non-English speaker, it was not 
only challenging, but also scary. I’ve 
enjoyed writing since my childhood, 
unlike some people who confess that 
they have a phobia of writing, even 
in their native language. Anyhow, 
it seems fair that each person has 
different interests and talent so that 
everybody can take diverse roles in 
the world. 
 When I found the advertisement 
looking for writers and photographers 
in one of The Montgazette’s issues 
when I started at MCCC in fall 2012, 
I did not know if I was qualified for 
it, but I wanted to try it. My doubt 
stopped me from contacting The 
Montgazette. However, a couple of 
months later, my ESL teacher, Barbara 
Auris, referred a few students and 
me to The Montgazette. After several 
email exchanges, co-advisor Diane 
VanDyke contacted me, and I started 
writing for The Montgazette.
 My first couple of assignments 
involved school events, such as 
the book signing event of MCCC’s 
English professor Dr. Marc Schuster 
and the Culinary Art Institute’s Chef 
Durkin, who was on TLC’s reality 
show “Next Great Baker.” The first 
assignment was the most nerve-
racking task, but it went smoothly 
because Dr. Schuster is a wonderful 
writer and provided me with a great 
amount of background information 
when he responded to my interview 
questions through email.  During the 

process, I was impressed to learn 
how he pursued his dream of being a 
writer, which motivated me to pursue 
my dream of being an artist. 
 Chef Durkin was also very 
cooperative through both phone and 
email interviews. Hearing about his 
dedicated efforts in baking and the 
culinary arts field along with his 
experience in “Next Great Baker” 
was extraordinary as well. Learning 
about the interviewees before the 
interviews and setting a writing 
structure are parts of the planning 
process, which can be very time-
consuming. However, this step 
broadens my perspective and helps 
me to learn more about new subjects.
 The subjects for articles written 
for The Montgazette are pretty open 
to a staff writer as long as they are 
related to MCCC campus life, people 
and community. Staff writers can 
bring their ideas to the monthly 
meetings and discuss them with 
other staff members and advisors. 
Experienced staff advisors help new 
student writers with getting ideas and 
editing. At each meeting, editors also 
bring time-sensitive events that need 
to be covered and assign them if any 
staff writer would like to cover them.  
That is how I got to know and cover 
the PA Hero Walk for the veterans 
last summer. 
 I’ve learned a lot while writing for 
The Montgazette through interviews 
with new people in their fields, and 
editor’s feedback and editing. My 
other articles related to personal 
interests in human services and 
the arts such as the workshop on 
domestic violence at the College, 
the Lunch and Learn Workshops 
with health-related topics, art shows, 
events and seminars by artists at 
MCCC. Those opportunities helped 
me learn more about people who try 
to bring good things to community 
and strive for the best in order to 
fulfill their passion in each field. They 

certainly have inspired me.
 In addition, The Montgazette has 
a few cameras available that reporters 
and photographers can check out and 

use. The Montgazette faculty advisor 
Harry Yanoshak held a series of mini 
workshops last summer to teach us 
how to use the equipment and how 
to some editing. Besides the monthly 
meetings and mini workshops, 
communicating among editors and 
staff was effectively coordinated 
through emails, which is beneficial to 
busy MCCC student reporters. 
 When I wrote the article about 
Chef Durkin, I would have never 
thought that article would win an 
Honorable Mention at the Student 
Keystone Press Awards this year. 
The Pennsylvania Newsmedia 
Association’s Keystone Press Award 
is a renowned award recognized 
statewide. 

 The Montgazette has five staff 
writers who won 2014 Student 
Keystone Press Awards:  Julia Tasca 
won second place in the Feature Story 

category with “9/11: Interview with a 
New York Native” and “Montgazette 
goes to 9/11 Memorial”;  Robert 
Fogarty won second place in the 
Personality Profile category with “At 
75, He’s Not Too Cool for School”; 
I won an honorable mention in the 
same category with “Pastry Chef 
Chad Durkin Shares His Recipe for 
Success”;  Matthew Mitlas won second 
place in the Column category with 
“Student Yogi”; and Harris Risell won 
an honorable mention in the Column 
category with “10 Questions.” 
 

Continued on page 15.

Writing and Winning a Keystone Press Award

Photo Courtesy of Susie Guhm

Susie Guhm, Montgazette writer, met Geneva Gerwitz, a writer for The Vanguard 
student newspaper at the Community College of Philadelphia at the Keystone 
Press Awards.



Page 15April/May 2014 T H E  M O N T GA Z E T T E

Photo Courtesy of Susie Guhm

Susie Guhm, right, and her mother at the Keystone Press Awards in Hershey, PA. 

Photo by  Susie Guhm

Elizabeth Warner Bartolai, digital deputy editor at The Morning Call, was one of 
the judges for the 2014 Student Keystone Press Awards. 

Writing for The Montgazette
Continued from page 14.

 “Kudos to The Montgazette staff 
for their hard work,” said VanDyke.  
“You compete with other two-year 
schools that have full journalism 
programs in which the newspapers 
are incorporated into the curriculum 
while your work and writing is done in 
addition to your courses.”  
 The award ceremony luncheon 
was held on April 2 at the Hershey 
Lodge. Luckily with no classes 
schedule that day, I was able to attend 
it with my mother. The Hershey Lodge 
was bigger than I thought it would be. 
Many other business conferences 
were held there. We struggled to 
find the kiosk distributing a badge 
for attendees for a while but finally 
got it after searching up and down 
the lodge. An hour and a half drive in 
the rain was worth it when we finally 
entered the ceremony. It was great to 
see many other passionate students, 
from high school to college, dedicated 
to work for their school newspapers. 
It began with a buffet-style luncheon, 
and then almost a half hour later, the 
ceremony began. 
 There are three divisions: high 
school, two-year colleges and four-
year colleges. Each winner came to 
the front to receive the certificate 
as his or her name was called. As I 
approached the front stage to receive 
mine, I felt very honored and proud, 
and I appreciated the opportunity I 
had to work for The Montgazette. It 
was challenging but rewarding at the 
same time to try to manage writing an 
article once a month while balancing 
my life with a busy full-time school 
schedule and family duties as a mother 
with a young child. 
 At my table at the ceremony, I 
was happy to meet another winner, 
Geneva Gerwitz from The Vanguard, 
the newspaper at the Community 
College of Philadelphia.  She shared 
their system, which is very student-
oriented and requires layout-editing 
skills on Adobe InDesign software 
besides writing and taking pictures 
for the news.  Compared to The 

Montgazette’s monthly publication, 
The Vanguard’s cycle is every three 
weeks, she said. No wonder they 
have five to six student editors in 
each area. The other person who 
sat next to me was Elizabeth Warner 
Bartolai, the digital deputy editor at 
The Morning Call in Allentown. She 
was one of the judges for the 2014 
Student Keystone Press Awards. 
She said that the winners should be 
proud of themselves because it was 
very competitive this year. She also 
encouraged me to pursue my graphic 
design career since the website 
versions of news are expanding 
in the newspaper field. The other 
editor, Liz Allen from Erie Times 
News, kindly congratulated Gerwitz 
and me. It was my pleasure to see all 
those dedicated working newspaper 
professionals, as newspapers 
transition from paper to online. 
  It is a thrill to see your articles and 
photographs in a tangible newspaper 
every month. If you are interested 
in becoming a student writer and/or 
photographer, please contact Diane 
VanDyke at dvandyke@mc3.edu.
 The Montgazette is of the 
MCCC’s family, by the MCCC’s 
family, and for the MCCC’s family. 
Please support The Montgazette by 
liking it on its Facebook page and 
tweeting @Montgazette. Also The 
Montgazette’s online version can 
be found at montgazette.wordpress.
com. Congratulations and thanks 
to all of The Montgazette’s staff, 
students and supporters.

Want your shot 
at winning an award?

Join The Montgazette Staff!

montgazette@gmail.com
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MCCC

‘10 Questions’
Member of the 2013 NJCAA Region XIX First Team for Volleyball and Inspired Painter, 

Kendall Gazzo, on Good Teachers, Women in sports, and the Unseen.

1. When you finished high school, did you 
originally plan to attend college? And Montco? 

I started off looking at a few colleges in Florida and 
Vermont. I wanted to go quite far away. I decided 
to stay local because my parents told me, “Hey, 
you are paying for college.” I said, “Well, I am 
going to Montco, in that case.” I moved in with my 
grandmother down the street and here I am.

2. Did you approach the College with any doubts 
or stigmas?

I went to Upper Merion [Area High School], so 
[Montco] was like the local 13th and 14th grade. 
And I did not feel very proud, but then, when I 
started talking to adults about it, they said, “Well, 
you have a plan after Montco, and that is the 
smartest thing you could have done because look 
at all of the money you save.”     

3. You are a Fine Arts major. Do you prefer to work 
with one specific medium? 

Painting. [With] painting, I get really dirty and 
messy, and everything’s everywhere. I enjoy it so 
much. And the reason I am so hooked on it right 
now is because I haven’t gained all of the skills 
that I can in that area. So, it interests me the most. 
I have a unique pattern of getting sick of things 
when I conquer them. And painting is a skill you 

have to continue after you acquire it.   

4. Which came first for you: art or volleyball? 

Definitely art. When I was little, I always used to do 
things. My grandma always entertained my sister 
and me with arts and crafts. So, I think that is how 
I started out. My dad is also a photographer. So, art 
was always in my life. 

5. How do you feel about the notion that sports 
contain many misogynist influences such as 
the design of female athletes’ uniforms or the 
lack of televised women’s sports? 

Volleyball uniforms bother me immensely. When I 
was in high school, I played club sports and a lot of 
girls were from a prep school and wore “volleyball 
spandex.” I was the kid who always showed up with 
a baggy t-shirt and long shorts to practice. On game 
day, I have this really skinny, tight stuff on, and they 
would say to me, “Oh my gosh, your hair—it looks 
so good in a ponytail.” I mean, I have a lot of issues 
with how women show themselves to attract men or 
even other women, if they are into that. It is not just 
women; men do it, too. At the end of the day, that 
is our animal instinct: to attract other people. As far 
as televised sports go, I actually didn’t know that it 
is as big a deal that women are not as televised as 
much as men. But, again, I think that has something 
to do with the whole testosterone nonsense going 

around. The world is the way it is, and I just try to 
follow myself instead of following what’s going on 
and what everyone else wants to do.  

6. Are you happy with what the College has offered 
to you or what you have discovered here? 

Absolutely. I am so glad I came to Montco first 
and not just because of the money. I have built 
relationships here with numerous students, as well 
as teachers who have given me wonderful advice, 
and advisors who cared about me as a student and 
not as a number. I met a lot of adults who were 
willing to help me with anything with school or my 
home life, which was awesome. 

7. Is there one class or kind of class that appeals 
to you beyond visual art? 

I loved History class throughout high school. 
When I transfer to Kutztown, I am going to minor 
in Art History. So, I am excited for that. As far as a 
class I really enjoyed, I had a teacher who always 
smiled.  No matter what problem someone had, he 
was patient and willing to help them. He just had 
a way with creating an atmosphere that everyone 
enjoyed. Even if they didn’t do their homework, 
they knew they were going to have a decent class.   

Continued on page 17.
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Member of the 2013 NJCAA Region XIX First Team for Volleyball and Inspired Painter, 
Kendall Gazzo, on Good Teachers, Women in sports, and the Unseen.

10 Questions
Continued from page 16.

8. Do you feel a disconnection with education as a young person in the 21st 
century? Are you attending school because your family has a history of 
college graduates or do you simply have a hunger for learning?

It started out with the fact that my parents really wanted me to go to 
college. My mother didn’t go to college. My dad went to a two-year 
school, so he has his associate’s degree. I mean, the pressure was 
always there, but my parents were not really the type to push all that 
much. But, I went. I think after my first semester here, it really hit me, 
and I was like, “You know, I’m in college, I want to be here, I want to 
get good grades, and I want to learn this stuff.”  And I think that’s when 
I grew up and realized the college experience is all for me; it is not for 
anyone else. It is not for a title; it’s for a degree, so I can better my life 
and move forward.  

9. What are your plans for either the immediate or long-term future? 

I was accepted to Kutztown and will start there in the fall. After Kutztown, 
I want to work at an art museum. My dream is to be a curator. But, we 
will see how that goes. It is definitely my dream job, and I want to make 
it happen. There is no specific place that I definitely want to go. I do 
not really know, but I want to see what is out there.  

10. 10. Is there a particular person, book, piece of art, or something 
special that inspires you? 

I always had this thing with my definition of beauty. It is not 
what you see; it is what you can’t see. Like personality, like the 
wind that carries a leaf on a journey that no one can trace, the 
future. It’s the unseen. And if you can see the beauty in the 
unseen, I think that is a really awesome gift.
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Not on cam
pus?

Read the M
ontazette at: m

ontgazette.wordpress.com
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A HIGHER DEGREE,
CLOSER TO HOME

How can you continue your education and still have time for everything 

else? At Chestnut Hill College, we’re making it easier for you to earn 

your bachelor’s degree while keeping a full-time job. We are pleased to 

announce that our Bachelor of Science degree in Human Services is now 

available at MCCC’s Blue Bell Campus, as well as at the West Campus in 

Pottstown and Chestnut Hill College’s main campus.

Our Human Services program is fl exible, with classes that meet once a 

week in the evenings in an accelerated eight-week session. Enjoy the 

benefi ts of a student-centered education in a convenient location, while 

continuing to work full time. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

April Fowlkes, M.S.
Off-Site and Transfer Manager
215-242-7704 
fowlkesa@chc.edu

IN POTTSTOWN, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Cathy Kushnerick, M.Ed.
Off-Site Coordinator 
610-718-1931
kushnerickc@chc.edu www.chc.edu

CHES-102-86d Montco Ad Vertical_B0.1.indd   1 1/9/14   1:17 PM

As of April 28, 2014, Forty-six students have 
donated $1,590.61 to the Student Challenge.

Thank you for making a difference!

Joseph Albanese
Oladameji Amudipe

Anonymous (3)
Ryan Bergman

Alex Brown
Lisa Burgener

Quanzella Butler
Cheryl Chiarello

Danielle Cole
Phillip Corbin

Stephen Corbin
Melissa Cox

Shandaai Crawford
Christopher Crouthamel

Lydia Crush
Chad Davis

Michael Defelice
Maureen Duffy
Mallory Durrick
Valerie Esposito
Victoria Frunzi

Jeremiah Garcia

Carlos Gordon
Richard Hammond
Chelsea Harbison

Beth Holleger
Franchon Howard

Marilyn Hunsberger
Ryan Jordan

Laure Krumenacker
Dansel Landingin
Carl Lingenfelter

James Long
Kathleen McArdle
Joseph McCrae

Tu Nguyen
Kosrow Nowroozi

Nicole Panetta
Luis Pena Jimenez

Patricia Piazza
Desmond Reece

Angela Tate
Mark Williams
Arnold Winkler

Still need to make your gift?  It’s not too late!  
Visit mc3.edu/giving 

and select “Student Challenge” today!

Not on cam
pus?

Read the M
ontazette at: m

ontgazette.wordpress.com
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mc3.edu

50Years
Strong

More than 83% of Montgomery County Community College's students live in Montgomery County,
and their success positively impacts the local economy--their higher earnings and overall increased 

business output generates more than $362 million in additional regional income.

 Approximately 64% of our alumni are employed in the County and 95% work in Pennsylvania.
With more than 55,000 alumni, Montgomery County Community College is the community's college. 
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Mobile Technologies: Nuisance or Necessity?
by Dave Aston

Special to The Montgazette

 Like most modern technologies, 
mobile devices, such as smartphones, 
both assist and interfere with our day-
to-day activities.
 According to a 2013 Pew Research 
study, more than 85 percent of 
America is connected to the Internet 
and nearly half of the country is 
connected with smartphones.
 This persistent mobile connection 
has created a culture of “got to have 
it now, got to know it now.”  Combine 
this with the ability of a smartphone, 
and devices like it, to display ads and 
multi-task like a computer, distraction 
naturally comes into play.
 Mike Giampaolo, a liberal studies 
student at Montgomery County 
Community College, agrees that 

distraction is a problem.
 “[Mobile devices] can really cut 
into your time,” he said.  Mike uses 
his mobile device, an iPod Touch, for 
myriad things, including emails, the 
Blackboard app, contacts, music and 
homework to name a few.
 Chris Markopulos, a digital audio 
production student at Montco, echoes 
the same sentiment. He uses his 
iPhone for everything from contact 
management to music playing to 
homework to writing and composing.  
However, Chris’s primary complaints 
of his device of choice that he uses 
“literally everywhere” are its short 
battery life and “lack of sync.”
 The reaction from Montco faculty 
is a little more diverse.
 Matt Porter, the Senior Producer 
and Technical Services Manager 
for Montco’s Arts and Humanities 

Division, loves his mobile devices. Of 
his iPad, smartphone and laptop, he 
said, “They connect you to anything...
anytime.”  Porter sees this as a 
blessing and a curse.
 When asked about the downside of 
his mobile devices, he replied with the 
same answer. He added that though 
it’s nice to be connected, it’s nice 
not to be connected.  He said being 
too connected leads to something he 
hates:  “Earphone Zombie Mode.”
 Assistant Professor of Geology, 
George Buchanan, avoids being too 
connected.  He uses his two mobile 
devices, a laptop and a smartphone, 
for specific, limited reasons.  He 
uses his smartphone only “when 
needed.”
 Professor Buchanan, who 
mostly uses his laptop, said these 
technologies make many things like 

disseminating information, writing 
notes and distributing exams easier. 
Unlike most of the other interviewees, 
he sees no downside to the use of 
mobile technology.
 Many colleges and universities are 
adding new online courses, creating a 
more mobile educational presence.  
However, some students are pushing 
back in the form of wanting more 
in-person education, according to a 
recent Educause study.
 Montco appears to strike a 
balance.  For example, in the Spring 
2014 semester, an on-campus version 
of one of the Health and Wellness 
classes, ESW 235, was launched.  
Previously, this class was only 
available online.
 Regardless of how or how often 
technology is used, it will have it 
advantages and disadvantages. 

You want more than just a job from a college 

education – you want a career with purpose.  

The Accelerated Degree Program in the School of 

Continuing and Professional Studies at Chestnut 

Hill College is designed for adult learners who want 

to get the most out of their degree. Our flexible 

weekend and evening schedule enables busy adults 

to continue their education.

Visit

www.chc.edu/SCPSVISIT
to register for one of our information sessions:

Saturday, June 14 / 10 am

Monday, July 14 / 6 pm

Tuesday, August 12 / 6 pm

BECAUSE YOU WANT MORE.  
AND WE DEMAND IT. 

for more  
information,  
please call: 

215.242.7708

or e-mail: 

chcaadm@chc.edu

Chestnut Hill College is 

located less than 10 miles 

from Montgomery County 

Community College.
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Student Support and Referral Team (SSRT)
Connecting Students with College and Community Resources

SSRT is a free, confidential referral service available to all students. It involves a support team of 
counselors, faculty and staff who assist students dealing with issues such as emotional distress, 
stress, anxiety, eating disorders, abuse, depression, grief, potential violence and substance abuse. 
SSRT works to connect students with College and community resources and caring professionals. 

This is a FREE CONFIDENTIAL referral service
available to current students of the College.

Students may self refer by:
• Visiting Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Sending an email to SSRT at StudentReferral@mc3.edu 

• Include a brief description of situation, use College ID # (no 
name), and include a phone number to be contacted at.

• Emails received when the College is closed will be responded 
to on when the College reopens.

• Calling Student Success Center during normal business hours
• Speak to an SSRT members or counselor make an appoinment

This is not a hotline service. 
Emergencies and/or crisis situations dial 9-1-1
to get immediate assistance to your location.

Central Campus                                     
Student Success Center

College Hall                                            
215-641-6577                                         

West Campus
Student Success Center                        

South Hall 151
610-718-1906

M
C

C
C
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Parkour Safety 101
by Mitch Schad

Special to The Montgazette

 Parkour, the art of fluent movement to overcome 
obstacles, is an art many misinterpret as a dangerous 
and reckless sport. Many who do know about parkour 
either think it’s too dangerous or that people who 
practice it are not thinking about their safety or the 
safety of others. Those who view parkour only on 
YouTube, see the sport as only daredevil stunts. Anyone 
who attempts it without being properly trained may 
get seriously hurt. It’s because of untrained or poorly 
trained practitioners that many believe it’s dangerous.
 The idea of this article is not to turn readers 
away from the thought of parkour, to say it’s 
dangerous and to not ever practice it. The idea is to 
help others understand that this art is not learned 
over night, that it needs to be practiced and 
progressed through properly, and to get a club or a 
parkour class started at Montgomery Community 
College to help practitioners know the risks and 
benefits of a very eye opening art movement.
 First off, the term “parkour” originated in 
France and simply means movement. A man named 
David Belle and a few of his friends are the ones who 
started conditioning themselves day in and day out 
to get in better shape and practice this movement 
with ease. Although David Belle later moved to the 
U.S. to start an acting career, his friends stayed 
behind. They are now known as the Yamakasi. 
When David came to the United States to use his 
knowledge and skills in movies, the producers 
didn’t like the word “parkour,” so they renamed it 
for the sake of simplicity “free running.” 
 All of these guys trained every day and 
conditioned their bodies to be able to easily lift 
their body weights however they pleased. They did 
hundreds of squats, planks, etc. and practiced simple 
movements at their most basic forms thousands 
of times until they became second nature before 
moving on to more advanced movements. 
 What people see on YouTube are these traceurs/
traceusess (practitioners of parkour) doing these big 
jumps, flips and vaults, thinking they just decided 
one day to do them. What they don’t realize is, like 
the Yamakasi, these traceurs probably spent weeks 
practicing that one move over and over again, getting 
banged up and bruised along the way. 
 Yes, parkour can be a very dangerous art, just 
like football can be a very dangerous game and 
driving can be a very costly risk. But like these other 

activities, with the right knowledge and practice, 
that 10-foot jump becomes a walk in the park. And 
did traceurs fall and scrap their knees a few times? 
Yes, they’ve possibly even broken a couple bones. 
But they don’t go to the top of a building to jump that 
10-foot span; they find an area on the ground and 
practice until they feel comfortable and confident 
in their jump. Then they start progressing to higher 
objects. They continue to practice until, when they 
get to the top of that building, they can look at the 
jump and see what they were practicing the first 
week—just a jump.
 I personally have trained under a great teacher in 
Emmaus, Pa. Adam McMclellan is ADEPT certified 
by the American Parkour Association (APK). I, Adam 
and others from his class have trained alongside the 
Yamakasi themselves. In the five-plus years I’ve 
trained, the only time I ever got badly hurt was when 
I attempted something with a lack of sleep, and I 
rushed into it. I followed Adam’s teachings closely 
and have progressed with minimal injuries.

 I had the opportunity when I first came to 
Montco to talk to the head of security about training 
on school grounds. The only reason I don’t still 
practice on school grounds is because he believed 
others would attempt it and get hurt. When trained 
properly, parkour is not a dangerous sport. If a club 
was started at Montco with a certified teacher, it 
would not only get people physically fit and train 
them properly, but it would raise awareness about 
parkour and what it really is. 
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SPRING SCENES

Photo Courtesy of Matt Carlin/MCCC Communications Dept.

Students in the Introduction to Exercise, Science and Wellness (ESW 
102) classes planned and organized a Run 5 Save Lives!  5K/1-Mile 
Run/Walk on April 14 to raise money for Alex’s Lemonade Stand. 
They raised approximately $875.  

Photo Courtesy of Alana J. Mauger/MCCC Communications Dept.

Several students participated in the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade in Philadelphia on March 16. Wearing “Think Green” 
sweatshirts, they represented the College’s commitment 
to implement environmental friendly practices.

Photo Courtesy of Sandi Yanisko/MCCC Communications Dept.

On April 23, area first responders gathered in the quad 
and the Parkhouse Hall atrium for Criminal Justice Day 
ceremonies and a career expo.

 Photo courtesy of Sandi Yanisko/MCCC Communications Dept.

Hundreds of people visited College Hall at Central Campus on April 
15 to taste the food samples, enjoy the music and entertainment 
and absorb the cultural experience of International Night.  


